Indiana's longest rail trail opens

Cardinal Greenway is first-class rail-trail

By John Yoder

On Saturday Aug.
29, | drove to
Muncie to partici-
pate in the ribbon
cutting  of  the [
Cardinal Greenway.
1 wanted to see §
what the states
longest rail-trail (at
106 miles) looked
like and lend my
personal support
to a project that is
similar in many ways to the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail. If the Cardinal Greenway-a
primarily rural trail-can be successtul, it
can serve as an example of the benefits
of greenways outside urban areas.

Think about it: while our neighboring
states in the Midwest are racking up
rural rail-trail mileage at a phenomenal
rate, Indiana has had no operational
rural rail trails. So far Indianas rail-trail
successes have been in urban areas-the
Monon in Indianapolis and the Prairie-
Duneland Trail in Portage. Thats it. We've
had nowhere to direct people when they
raise guestions about whether such a
trail is possible in Indiana.

That fact places a
heavy burden on
developers of the
Cardinal Greenway.
If they created an
inferior product, it
would reflect badly
on all of Indiana’s
proposed rural
trails, including the
Pumpkinvine. On
the other hand, if
they produced an
attractive product,
it could be a model for many other trails.

I arrived at the soon-to-be-restored
Muncie depot in
time for the com-
plementary conti-
nental breakfast
before the open-
ing ceremony. The
crowd of 200 plus
was a mixture of

adults and children, cyclists and walkers.
In what I took as a good omen, [ saw two
political candidates there-one running
for state representative and one for
township trustee. They wanted to let
people know they supported the trail
Trail advocates from Indianapolis that I
knew, DNR staffers and Bob Carrico from
our board and his wife Janice were also
there.

After several rousing numbers from
the Ball State pep band, Dave Ferguson,
professor of landscape architecture at
Ball State and chair of the Cardinal

Greenway board began the ceremonies.
He said this phase of the project "speaks
to the power of volunteerism. ... This vol-
unteer-led effort has exhibited a can-do
attitude and continued to believe that we
can accomplish surprising things when

we work together." could only agree.
He went on to list ways the Cardinal
Greenway improves the quality of life for
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