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Tk'ailhead takes shape
With funds from the National Park Service, the trailhead of the

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail north of State Road 4 in northeast Goshen is

beginning to take shape. Here is a scrapbook of work on the trailhead in
August, September and October. Plantings at the trailhead and other
trail work continues in November, as weather permits.

In the 14 years since the Pumpkinvine Railroad was abandoned, many
scrub trees had grown up in the corridor making accessfor equipment
and people dijficultfrom the south end.

Only stumps remained.

First, C.J. Yoder and others with chain saws cleared the unwanted trees

C.J. Yoder moved the stumps to one side.

from the corridor.

Dave Monis plants a serviceberry tree.
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Shipshewana,

Quinn Holdeman,Jr., Larry Neffand Eric Amt placefencepost along the boundary between the corridor and the

Indiana.

body shop to the east.

Board of Directors
Friends of the

Mel Cross pulled the stumps out ofthe ground.

Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail,Inc.
John D. Yoder, President
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Mel Cross leveled thefill dirt as trail edging and base.
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Don Boyer, Director

Ttees were ground up into chips that were used as

mulch for later plantings.
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Robert Carrico, Director
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Brent Cummings, Director

Many thanks to the volunteers who
worked on the trailhead thisfall!

825-1177

plant a
forsythia
bush.

Kathleen Hackel, Membership
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Larry Hahn, Director

Friends and apartment complex reach agreement
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Larry Neff, Director
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Myron Yoder, Director
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Dwight Fish, Newsletter Editor
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Pumpkinvine Web Page access;
http://ourworld.compuserve.co

m/homepages/jdyoder

Residents of a Middlebury apartment community' will have easier access to their apartments thanks to an

agreement with the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail , Inc. The agreement permits the Crystal Valley
Manor to build a driveway across the Pumpkinvine corridor to a small parking lot at the east end of its building.

Crystal Valley Manor has 42 apartments for seniors, the handicapped and the disabled, but its east end is a
long walk from the entrance off Krider Dr., making access for residents difficult.
"This driveway allows our residents to get in and out much more easily and makes the east end of the build
ing more accessible," said Tina King, regional property management for Sterling Management,the company
that manages the facUity."We have needed this access for years, and we are very pleased that the Friends gave
us permission to build the driveway."
The agreement was reached after the owner of the apartment communit)'signed a disclaimer of interest in
the Pumpkinvine corridor adjacent to the property, giving the Friends undisputed title to the corridor at that
point. Without the disclaimer, the land could have been tied up in the litigation currently underway on the
Pumpkinvine corridor between U.S. 20 and Shipshewana.
"This agreement is an example of our willingness to work with adjacent residents to solve their unique prob
lems," said Galen Kauffmann, Friends vice-president. "It does not detract from the trail and it helps a facility
that serves the community."

Friends set up voice- Other rail trails
Mickelson Trail is
mail system
exceptional
Communications between Friends members and the Friends board

should now be faster and more timely, thanks to a new voice-mail sys
tem. The system will combine the latest announcements about Friends
activities and a mail box to leave messages for the board.

by Rob Slaski

I would like to recommend an outstanding rail-trail to any of our mem

"The ability for us to make announcements to our members quickly
comes at a great time," said Brent Cummings, Friends board member.
"We're never able to predict when there's going to be enough snow on

scenery, including a view of Crazy Horse, the large work-in-progress, a

the trail for cross country skiing. Now we can place that message on the

mountain carved into the likeness of the warrior on his steed.

Friends' line the day after a significant snow."
To hear Friends' announcements or leave a message, call (219) 8253383, ext. 305, and follow the instructions.
"Members should still feel free to call individual board members with

bers who are traveling in South Dakota. The George S. Mickelson Trail is
nestled in the Black Hills of South Dakota and features beautiful

At this time open sections of the trail include 24 (or so) miles at the

south end of the hills through Custer up to Hill City, and some open
sections through and around Deadwood, S.D. When completed this trail
will be over 90 miles long and feature multiple tunnels.

ideas and concerns," said lohn D.Yoder, Friends president."We will
continue to list those numbers in our newsletter. However, a general

have seen the trail slowly expanding. It's all up and down, but most

voice mail box, like a general post office box, is something we will

grades are reasonable and it's always a lot of fun on the downhill side.

include in future brochures and publicity as the place to go to get the
latest information."

For cross-county skiing information caii 825-3383, ext.305

I've been traveling for vacations to the Black Hills for a few years and

The Black Hills also feature some of the most fantastic mountain bik

ing (single and double tracks) one could hope to find—from very tech
nical and very hard to easier jeep trails.
If anyone would like more information on places to ride in the Black
Hills, call or write; Rob Slaski, 1204 Garden St,, Elkhart, IN 46514, phone
(219) 262-0937.

Indiana Greenway
conference slated
for March

A season of

Pumpkinvine exhibits
by Bob Carrico

Anyone interested in trails, rivers and scenic byways is invited to the
Indiana Greenways Conference March 9-11, 1997 in Indianapolis. The
conference will provide a forum to share information, learn from others
and promote greenway development in Indiana.The goal of the confer
ence is to develop strong, statewide support and cooperation among
Indiana's greenway advocates. Conference sessions will feature national,
state and local speakers discussing the benefits of greenways, working
with government agencies, national organizations and the private sector:
statutes and legal issues pertaining to greenways; coordinating statewide
trail efforts; and effective communication with other advocates, the

media, elected officials and greenway critics. Speakers will include Bill
Spitzer, retired assistant director for the National Park Service and

Each year we promote the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail project to the
wider public outside the Friends membership. Exhibits at special
events and news releases concerning significant developments are the
principal means used to advertise our project.

This year we had exhibits at the Michiana Bicycle Association Swapmeet in South Bend, Earth Day events in South Bend and Elkhart and
the Kal-Haven Trail Blazer in Michigan. The largest events were the

Elkhart and LaGrange County Fairs. These were followed by the AmishLands and Lakes bicycle ride in Howe and the Sunflower Festival at
Merry Lea Nature Center. An estimated 1,000-2,000 people visited our

displays. They were possible because many Friends members volun

information on the conference call the Division of Outdoor Recreation,

teered to greet visitors, and we thank them for taking time to help.
If you would like to help staff exhibits next year, contact Bob Carrico,

Indiana Department of Natural Resources at 317-232-4070.

266-1362.

Edward McMahon, director of American Greenways Program. For more

Workers on the Pumpkinvine railroad
made many friends
In contrast the railroad owners and managers did not enjoy friendly
Jim Maloney was a well-known engineer on the Pumpkinvine rail
road, a pioneer of sorts because he hauled rails during the original con
struction. Railroad agents, Jim Tillman, Henry Forsch, Laurence Schultz
and Bill Miller were widely recognized because they conducted business
with most people in the communities.

Dan Keyser moved from Goshen to Middlebury in 1906 and 30 years
later was foreman in charger of the track from Goshen to Sturgis.
During World War 1 there were nine section crews who traveled to work
on old pump cars because motor cars were not in use. "Brakeman Bill"
McConnell was familiar to everyone along the line.

relations during the early years. Quarrels among the created bitter legal
battles that drove the railroad into receivership. These actions caused

the line from Battle Creek to Bay City, Michigan to be shut down soon
after it was built and plans for and extension from Goshen to Danville,
Ilhnois were abandoned. Eventually
operations on remaining tracks were taken over by two trunk lines;
Michigan Central handled the branch from Battle Creek to Findley and
the New York Central its section in the early 1930s and the tracks were
removed.
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Letter
For the past several years. I've been aware
of your efforts on behalf of the Friends of
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail to establish a
recreational trail between Goshen and

who are familiar with them. I'm aware of the

resistance you've been receiving from some
of the landowners along the proposed route.
Those of us who have used such trails, of

Shipshewana. I've long been an avid bicy

course, realize that concerns over vandal

clist and I'm always on the lookout for new

ism, decrease in property value, etc., are

and safe places to ride. Currently my wife
and 1 ovm a tandem with which we pull a

groundless. In spite of these hindrances. 1

Burley trailer carr\'ing our 2 year old.

We've very much enjoyed other rails-toirails routes such as the Kal-Haven trail and

EIroy-Sparta trail in Wisconsin. It would be
great to have a trail more easily accessible

from our home in Ft. Wayne.iMthough the

certainly hope your organization perseveres
and is successful in your goals. I'd be happy
to join your organization and be included
on your mailing list.

Good luck as you continue your efforts.
Brian Zehr

1627 Elizabeth St.

Elkhart, IN 46516
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Affordable, Quality Printing

Economy Offset
Printers
Industrial Park Dr. • Goshen, IN 46526

value of such trails seems obvious to those

534-6270
Don't ForgetYour Membership Dues
If the date on the label of this newsletter has passed,it's time to renew your
membership in the Friends. Membership Levels are:
Individual $15

Contributing $10

Family $25

Patron $250

Sustaining $50

Founder $500

Send your membership payments to:
Friends of the Pumpkinviiie Nature It-ail, P.O.Box 392,Goshen,IN 46527.
Name

Address.

City

State.

Phone.

Fax _

E-mail.

Zip

Please take note ofthe expiration
date ofyour membership
on the address iabei.
Thanks.

Allfunds go toward paying the day-to
day expenses of the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail: printing,
postage, letterhead, envelopes, copying
and transportation. No officers receive
remuneration. Founding members will
receive special recognition at the trailhead in Goshen.
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