
Over 50 trail supporters attended the ribbon cutting for 
three newly completed sections of the Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail Oct. 9 in Middlebury: County Road 35 to County Road 
22, County Road 22 to Wayne St.; and York Dr. to east of the 
Dairy Queen.

Mark Salee, Middlebury town manager, thanks those 
who supported the trail over the years. He gave special 
recognition to Mary Lou Heign and her family who were 
willing to sell the west half of the Pumpkinvine corridor that 
had reverted to them when Penn Central abandon service 
on the line. “without that link, the trail between U.S. 20 and 
Sunrise Lane would not be possible,” he said. 

“The Pumpkinvine is more than a bike trail,” said Jeff 
Burbrink, Elkhart County Park board president. “It is more 
than a way to make the community healthier. It is also a 
community connector. For example, you see people walking 
or biking and they are saying ‘Hello’ to each other. They are 
out being active, enjoying fresh air, not watching television 
or playing video games.”

Burbrink also noted the economic impact the trail is 
having. “The trail is a community development project. 

It brings people to the area and they enjoy our beautiful 
community. And we are better off for it. Today, the day of 
the dedication, I saw a group of 15-20 bicyclists in a local 
restaurant preparing to ride the trail. They had traveled 
50 miles to visit us. They enjoy our community, and our 
community benefits from their visit.”

Speaking on behalf of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
board, John Yoder, board president said the key thing that 
sustained the vision to recycle an old railroad corridor into 
a linear park despite many obstacles was the generosity 
of people in Goshen, Middlebury and Shipshewana. “We 
discovered huge numbers of people who believed that 
recycling an abandoned railroad into shared public space 
would improve the communities’ quality of life,” he said. 
“Rails-to-trails isn’t just about creating a place for a few 
bicyclists, joggers, dog walkers or roller bladders to enjoy; 
it’s about creating shared public space where people can 
interact on a human scale, where it’s possible to talk to 
friends as you ride, walk as a family in nature and ride to 
work off road.” 

See other ribbon cutting photos at: flic.kr/s/aHsjLjB84R. 
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Ribbon cutting opens new three trail sections

From left: Mark Salee, Middlebury town manager, John Yoder, Friends 
of the Pumpkinvine president, Dan Frederick, Middlebury park board 
commissioner, Mary Lou Heign, friend of the trail, Jeff Burbrink, Elkhart 
County Park board president, Bob Carrico, Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
board member. (Photo by Gloria Salavarria)

Former and current board members: Jim Smith, former board member; 
Steve Riffe, Roger Yoder, Larry Neff, present board members; John Kolb, 
former board member; John Yoder, board member; Myron Yoder, former 
board member; Robert Carrico and Rhonda Yoder board members. 
(Photo by Gloria Salavarria)
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Board of Directors
Friends of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail, Inc.

John Yoder, President
574-533-4943 • jdyoder2@frontier.com
Larry Neff, Vice President &
Liaison to Elkhart County Park Dept.
574-534-8223 (evening)
574-535-6458 (day)
lneff@elkhartcounty.com
Robert Carrico, Secretary
Trail Operations Manager
574-266-1362 • rjcarrico1@frontier.com
Rhonda Yoder, Treasurer
574-266-4265
Rhonda_yoder@hotmail.com
Evan Bontrager, Bike Ride Chair
574-538-4212 • Evan@Bontrager.net
Mike Bontreger
574-848-7699 • logisticsbb@aol.com
Chet Peachey
574-533-3418 • crpeachey@gmail.com
Steve Riffe
574-834-4094 • sbrpsr@gmail.com
Vonnie Trumble
574-206-8583 • trumblev@aol.com

Bud Wulliman
574-533-5777 • bwulliman@gmail.com
Roger Yoder
260-768-4402 • rogerdy@embarqmail.com

Danny Graber, Bike Ride Consultant
574-266-4265 • dannysg@frontier.com

See back issues of this newsletter at: 
www.pumpkinvine.org

Email contact: Friends@pumpkinvine.org

facebook.com/Pumpkinvine
Follow our blog, Along the Pumpkinvine:
fopvnt.blogspot.com/
@FOPNT
 youtube.com/user/FOPVNT

Newsletter layout: Sties Design Agency, LLC

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. are 
cyclists, hikers and naturalists who are working 
with area park departments to create a linear park 
and greenway on the former Pumpkinvine corridor 
between Goshen, Middlebury and Shipshewana, Ind.

From the president
Safety remains a priority
One of the primary reason I’ve championed the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail the last 23 years is that I believed it would a safer 

place to walk and ride than on our busy highways with their numerous distracted 
drivers who are texting, talking on the phone, programing their GPS or swapping 
CD in and out of the car stereo. At the same time, it’s important to note that the trail 
users still interact with motorists at trail-road intersections. 

A tragic reminder of that reality occurred on September 5 when an SUV struck 
and killed Dale Ewers, 38, as he was crossing County Road 127 on the Pumpkinvine 
north east of Goshen. 

Dale’s death was a tremendous loss to his friends and family. In an email to me 
after Ewer’s death, his friend, Heidi Davies said: “When the accident happened, 
Dale was having the time of his life. I’d never seen him so happy! He was getting 
healthy. He’d completed the Warrior Dash 2013 in Crawfordsville and had planned 
to do many more activities like that with his close friend, Monica. He was always 
there to talk to and we spent a lot of time with him. We spoke every day and saw 
each other every week. We have a private Facebook group with 200 people in 
it to keep up with news on him as well as support each other while we learn to 
live our ‘new normal.’ His death has changed our lives forever, and we miss him 
tremendously.”

What can we learn from this tragedy? 
First, I hope that this accident will cause all bikers on the Pumpkinvine to take 

road crossings more seriously. I’m under no illusion that we can make riders stop 
completely at every road, but knowing what can happen if one is careless can have 
the effect of sobering up those who think subconsciously that they don’t need to 
worry about traffic at road crossings because most of the time there isn’t any. 

Second, we need to do as much as possible now to make the crossings saver 
and that process has begun. Since the accident, Elkhart County Parks has evaluated 
all trail crossings with county roads. They have removed small trees and vegetation 
to improve sight distances at the trail crossings. The County Highway Dept. has 
cut down a row of trees along CR 127, and the property owner is in the process 
of cleaning up logs and branches. They have also cut tall grasses and small trees 
and cut back overhanging limbs along these county roads. They have determined 
the locations of road signs at all trail crossings, and the Highway Department is 
assessing these sign locations to determine the proper signs to be installed. 

Third, in cooperation with trail managers, we need to look at additional ways to 
make trail crossing as safe as possible. The immediate reaction of many to such an 
accident is to put up some kind of barrier on the trail at road crossing that will force 
bikers to slow down or stop, but while barriers may slow a bicyclist, they also tend 
to make bikers focus on avoiding them, thereby taking their eyes off the road ahead. 
In addition, they are obstacles that bicyclists often run into, causing serious injuries. 
What are the best practices for safe trail crossings? That’s what we need to know.

After the accident, I visited four trails in western Indiana to look at their 
trail-crossings signs and discovered some had three signs warning motorist of an 
approaching trail crossing. Would warning signs on the road have made a difference 
for Dale Ewers? We’ll never know. What we can do is allow this accident to 
motivate us to find ways to make all trail-road crossings safer for future trail users. 



We would like to thank 
these local businesses that 
supported the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. 
and Pumpkinvine Bike Ride
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The Middlebury section is not officially open 
yet, but I confess to having ridden it recently. It 
is beautiful. I was reflecting on the Pumpkinvine and MapleHeart trails 
recently. I use both regularly, the Mapleheart gets me to work in Elkhart 
at least twice a week. I want to thank John Yoder and the people who 
supported his vision and work throughout this years-long process. The 
two trails are a blessing and a wonder. Such a beautiful trail to ride from 
Elkhart to Goshen to Middlebury and finally Shipshewana with only 1.7 
miles of road to deal with. Thank you, to past and the current board 
members and volunteers, all for your work through the years and now

—Tyler Klassen, July 20, Facebook

Not sure of our membership status . . . If we are not current, please renew 
us. If we are, just consider this an additional donation. We love the trail!! 
Keep up the wonderful work. 

—Eileen and Pat Mulroy, Sept. 5 letter

We rode on the Pumpkinvine for the first time last Thursday. We took 5 of 
our six children. What a dream ride! Wow, we enjoyed every mile that we 
went. Thank you to all who put work into this. It is amazing! 

—Char Eash, Sept. 28, Facebook

We’re here in the Goshen Fairgrounds for an RV rally and today we rode 
part of your trail. We were very impressed by how well done it is. . . . 
Just one small suggestion. Because we’re not from the area when we 
came to the “T” in the trail coming up from the fairgrounds, we were 
unsure which way to turn to head to Middlebury. We didn’t realize that 
we weren’t yet on the main trail. This might apply to other out-of-towners 
from the fairgrounds, especially those who don’t have a map of the trail. 
Congratulations on a very impressive trail. 

—Albert & Rosemary White, Tillsonburg, Ontario, Canada,
Sept. 30, email

Great trail, now if the bikers would only obey the rules of the road when 
biking the trail. 

—Jon M. Witmer, Oct. 9, Facebook

Just wanted to say a word of thanks for those who make the Pumpkinvine 
Trail possible for us to enjoy. I had my third ride on it today and it was 
lovely. Really a fine trail with good shade and good riding surface. I was 
amazed how many people were out too. THANK YOU!

—Mike Conners, South Bend

 Inbox
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FRiendS oF the PumPkinvine AnnuAl dinneR

First count of Pumpkinvine Nature Trail  
use is completed
By Evan Bontrager, Bike Ride Chair

When the Friends of the Pumpkinvine joined the Goshen Park and Recreation Department 
and Goshen Engineering Department in a region-wide traffic-count study on area trails, we had 
no idea what we’d discover about the number of people who use our trails. Now we know.

Between July 30 and October 28, eight electronic counters were strategically placed along 
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, as well as the MapleHeart, Millrace, Winona trails, and these counters recorded the actual 
number of times someone used each trail segment. 

In addition to these electronic counts, volunteers surveyed users at various points along the trails. The survey 
data supplements the user count with information about where users live and why they are using the trail. The Goshen 
College’s business department is analyzing the survey data. 

Everyone recognizes the amazing recreational value of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, yet this study indicates that 
our regional trail network is also an important part of our overall transportation system. As expected, we found people 
commuting to work and students going to school. We also found destination riders—those going to an event, a store for 
shopping, social events to restaurants, or simply riding to another park. The survey data will help us know how close the 
trails are to where people live and where they intend to travel. 

Rails-to-Trails Conservatory (RTC) has analyzed the actual counts we gathered over the 89 days. Using formulas 
from previous traffic data collections, RTC can estimate how many people used the trail for the entire year from a several-
months sample. (The estimated trail use for a year is a more useful number when trying to determine the economic impact 
of a trail.) 

Our figures show that Middlebury, sitting geographically in the middle of the 
Pumpkinvine, saw the highest usage. 

• The trail leaving Middlebury east towards Shipshewana is estimated to have 
88,881 trips per year. 

• Even though the trail entering Middlebury from the west was newly opened 
when these counts started, the western trail into Middlebury serves an 
impressive 83,062 estimated trips per year. 

• Goshen also saw significant numbers from their eastern entrance by Abshire 
cabin with an estimated annual trip count of 64,563. 

• The fourth counter along the Pumpkinvine was west of County Road 33 where 
the trail experiences gap and utilizing the roads. The annual trip estimate there 
is 30,231.

Look for the full survey in January, 2014. 
We hope to have a final report with trail use counts and the survey data in January, 2014. At that time, we expect a 

better understanding of these different numbers and how they support our regional economic development. Each of you 
as Friends should be proud of what we built for improving our quality of life, economic development, and for broadening 
our overall transportation network. Let’s continue to work on connecting our communities.

Eric Olberg, Manager of Trail Develop-
ment, Rails-to-Trail Conservancy places 
a counter along the Pumpkinvine.

2014
Shipshewana Event Center

Save the Date april 22, 2014
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A seasonal update on the 
native grass and flower 
plantings
By Bob Carrico

 
This year was the fourth growing season for the plots 

of prairie plants we planted along the Pumpkinvine in 2010. 
According to several publications on native plantings, grasses 
should appear in the fourth or fifth season, and they did. 

Early last summer clumps of Little Blue Stem were easy 
to pick out by their one-foot high, bluish-green grassy leaves. 
By August, Indian Grass appeared abundantly with its reddish-
brown seed heads towering more than six-feet high. This grass 
is a reminder of stories about grasses in the unplowed American 
prairies that were higher than a horse’s back. There was also a 
small amount of Big Blue Stem in August with its characteristic 
“turkey foot” seed head and bluish stems. We hope to see more 
Big Blue Stem next year.

 We planted additional plots of native grasses and flowers 
in the springs of 2012 and 2013. The 2012 plantings were 
disappointing because the extremely hot and dry weather that 
summer diminished germination and survival. We over-seeded 
these plots in 2013 and had a satisfactory yield of Black-eyed 
Susan, Coreopsis and Poppies.

 In 2013, we purchased seeds from Applegate Seed House 
in Brook, Ind. The grasses in this mixture were the same as the 
ones we purchased in previous years from JF New in Walkerton, 
Ind. The Applegate seed mixture had flowers we have not planted 
previously, such as Blue and Scarlet Flax, as well as California 
and Corn Poppies. These flowers gave wonderful displays, 
especially in two plots 300 feet east of County Road 43. They 
complemented the flower garden planted nearby by the Joas 
Yoder family. Snow on the Mountain, a native flower of North 
America that we did not plant, grew unexpectedly in one of these 
plots. It is a branched plant about 2 1/2 feet tall with small white 
flowers surrounded by snow white leaves. The flowers and white 
leaves were positioned on a “plateau” at the top of the plant. 

Snow on the Mountain

Cornflower

California poppy

Corn Poppy
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monroe Street trail will connect with the Pumpkinvine
The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail continues to have 

offspring. In 2012, the City of Goshen finished the Abshire 
Trail, a spur off the Pumpkinvine along Rock Run Creek 
from Abshire Park to County Road 34 (Monroe St.). This 
fall the city is adding a spur off that spur along the north 
side of Monroe St. between U.S. 33 and the Elkhart County 
fairgrounds. 

The Monroe Street Trail is approximately 1.2 miles in 
length, and it will permit people to bicycle to the annual 
Elkhart County fair and avoid the long lines of cars 
common on Monroe St. at fair time. It will also give the 
thousands who attend various RV rallies at the fairgrounds 

each summer off-road access to the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and the Maple City Greenway. 
Adding the trail to Monroe Street also required a new bridge over Rock Run Creek for the trail and the street. The trail 

and bridge are scheduled to be completed December 15, 2013, with final landscaping touchups in the Spring 2014.

Pumpkinvine will be widened 
along Railroad Street

The completion of the new section of the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail this past summer has dramatically increased traffic 
on the trail south of Krider Worlds Fair Garden in Middlebury, 
and at the same time it became clear that the narrow section of 
trail along Railroad Street is inadequate. 

 The Friends’ board is working with the Town of 
Middlebury to widen this four-foot wide section to 10 feet so 
that it is safer and consistent with the rest of the trail along 
Railroad Street. “As it is, it’s nearly impossible for bikers to 

pass one another in this section,” said Bob Carrico, Friends board member. “It needs to be fixed.” The Friends have pledged to fund 
at least half of the cost of construction. 

“The trail narrows in this section because the Friends did not acquire it from the railroad when we acquired the Pumpkinvine 
corridor back in 1993,” said John Yoder, Friends president. “The railroad had used the land through an easement, but upon 
abandoning service, the corridor in that section reverted to the adjacent landowner. Making a four-foot sidewalk on the public right 
of way was the temporary solution to avoid creating a gap in the trail. Recently, after some discussion with the land owner, the 
Town of Middlebury received permission to expand this section to 10 feet.”

6.21.2014
mARk youR cAlendAR
For the 15th Annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride
Online registration is open Feb. 1, 2014.
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Even though the newest sections of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail weren’t finished until August, that did prevent area 
organizations from using of the trail to promote their causes. A total of eight organizations sponsored events on the trail last 
year—four walks, two bike rides, and one Grand Fondo and 
Try-athlon. (See table below.)

As more groups use the trail for organized events, it 
becomes more important than ever to register events with the 
local public agencies that manage the trail. (The map on page 
11 shows which agencies manage the various trail sections.)

To avoid scheduling conflicts, to help event organizers 
know what they need to do to schedule an event, and to alert 
trail managers to coming events, these agencies have prepared a 
Pumpkinvine Trail Event Guideline and Application packet. The 
goal of the guidelines is to clarify the expectations the agencies 
have for event planners like insurance requirements and other 
details to ensure a safe and well-planned event for all involved. 

The guidelines also assist event planners with the logistics 
of planning a trail event by raising questions like: Where will 
participants park? Are there enough restrooms? Who will 
remove the trash? Can we paint on the trail? 

Event organizers are also asked to make a donation to 
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine for events that have a fee. 
This impact fee will assist with the ongoing cost of trail 
maintenance, as well as assistance with the trail marketing 
through the Friends website. The goal is to keep this trail in top-
notch condition.

The Event Guidelines and Application are available at 
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine website: pumpkinvine.org/
html/trail_events-2.html. If you have questions about whom 
to contact, email friends@pumpkinvine.org, and we will make 
sure that you are connected to the managing agency where your 
ride or walk is taking place. 

6.21.2014
mARk youR cAlendAR
For the 15th Annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride
Online registration is open Feb. 1, 2014.

to Schedule youR 2014 event on the PumPkinvine 
StARt with the FRiendS oF the PumPkinvine webSite

2013 events on the Pumpkinvine nature trail
Date Event Sponsoring group

Mar. 31 Northern Indiana Walk for Epilepsy The Epilepsy Foundation
April 27 Walk for Peace Goshen City Church of the Brethren
June 15 Pumpkinvine Bike Ride Friends of the Pumpkinvine
August 17 Bloom & Zoom Bike Ride Habitat for Humanity and Bike Elkhart
Sept. 7 Trails of Middlebury Celebration and Try-athlon Friends of Middlebury Parks
Sept. 7 Boys & Girls Club Grand Fondo Boys & Girls Clubs of Middlebury
Sept. 21 Maple City Walk Downtown Goshen, Inc. 
Sept. 29 Heart Association Walk American Heart Association

1. How much did the Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail, Inc. pay the railroad for the 
Pumpkinvine corridor in 1993?
a. $100,000
b. $235,000
c. $400,000

2. From which railroad did the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine buy the Pumpkinvine corridor?
a. Conrail
b. Norfolk Southern
c. CSX
d. Penn Central

3. The first section of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail 
opened in:
a. 1996
b. 2000
c. 2005

Answers on pAge 9
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b&b owners enthusiastic about the  
Pumpkinvine in their back yard
By B. Harry Dyck

 
If vacationers near Middlebury, Ind., are inclined to 

spend the night and enjoy a repast at a bed & breakfast before 
venturing out to explore the area, the Country Victoria Guest 
House located between the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and Main 
St. in Middlebury would be an ideal hub from which to start. 

The host, Arnie (an ex-air force pilot), and hostess, Lori 
(she calls herself “a professional volunteer”), Schumacher 
purchased this guesthouse in 2005. The first thing on their 
agenda was to remodel the home, and knowing that the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail was in the making, develop it as a 
facility for trail users. 

Not only have the Schumacher’s created beautiful rooms 
and restful sleeping accommodations, they have set up facilities 
to allow for meals in the dining room or in the backyard, where 
there are leisure stations with tables and chairs, and even a 
hammock to cater to a variety of their guests’ needs. And now 
that the Pumpkinvine that abuts their back yard is completed 
in that area, there is sidewalk from the car park to a gate that 
opens onto the trail, giving guests access to whatever interests 
them on the trail in the direction of Goshen or Shipshewana. 

When asked what contributions the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail could make to their business, Lori responded 
enthusiastically, “They have already contributed -- just by 
completing the trail! Lori admitted “There were so many delays 

for the trail to be completed, and we could hardly wait for it to 
be done. Now it is here. We are so pleased; we have had guests 
every week. We have advertised the Country Victoria on line, 
and we have added reference to the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. 
There is little doubt that as a result the number of guests has 
increased due to the availability of this trail.” 

Two additional drawing cards that Lori envisions are 
bicycles for rent and backpack lunches. Since the Guest House 
provides four rooms with double occupancy, Lori envisions 
purchasing up to eight bicycles so that guests can go out 
in groups and/or in different directions according to their 
preferences. The backpack lunch is a unique feature that Lori 
is adding to her guest services since it will allow the guests to 
stay out for longer periods of the day, and with the facilities 
along the trail e.g. benches, tables, trash bins and toilets, make 
the venture all the more inviting. 

The Schumacher’s expect to be cyclists in the future 
but for now they are more into walking the trail. They love 
the fact that there are always friendly people there who 
have time to greet each other, or who sit on the benches just 
enjoying whatever the trail has to offer. Obviously they have 
found their niche. 

You can see more about the Country Victoria B&B at 
www.countryvictorian.com.

Arnie and Lorie Schumacher stand under the gate that 
leads from the Pumpkinvine to their back yard.
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Friends of the Pumpkinvine flashback 
Items from past newsletters

Five years ago—Fall and winter 2008
• Trail construction was under way on the 2.9 miles between Country Road 127 and County Road 33.
• Volunteers were needed for 10th annual Bike Ride.

10 years ago—Fall and winter 2003
• Elkhart County Parks and Shipshewana Town Council applied for transportation enhancement grants for developing 

the 6.4 miles between Middlebury and Shipshewana. 
• The Goshen Park department was planning to close the gap in the Pumpkinvine between the bridge over Rock Run 

Creek and State Road 4.
• Middlebury Church of the Brethren donated fill dirt from construction of their new building to replace he dirt 

removed from the Pumpkinvine roadbed south of the bridge over the Little Elkhart River.

15 years ago—Fall and winter 1998
• A newsletter report on the opening of the Cardinal Greenway called it a “first-class rail-trail.”
• Discussions continued with the City of Goshen for the donation of 1.75 miles of the Pumpkinvine corridor between 

State Road 4 and County Road 28.

20 years ago—Fall and winter 1993
• Oct. 22, Penn Central agrees to Friends’ offer of $100,000 for 

purchase of the Pumpkinvine corridor between Goshen and 
Shipshewana.

• Three new board members elected: Kathleen Hackel, Mike 
Bontreger and Don Boyer. Leaving the board were Karen Fergison, 
Rosealene Long and Joe Lehman.

• Dec. 22, Closing on sale of Pumpkinvine corridor at Schrock 
Pavilion in Shanklin Park, Goshen. The Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail, Inc., purchased the corridor from Penn Central Corp. 

As usual, the Pumpkinvine west of CR 33 had the most vivid fall colors this year.

Dec. 22, 1993: Mike Cloud, Penn Central agent, receives a check for $100,000 from John Yoder, Friends president. From left: Pat Holcomb, Elkhart 
County park board member, Mike Puro, Goshen mayor, John Yoder, Mike Cloud, James Perron, Elkhart mayor, and Rich Faye, superintendent of 
Goshen Parks. Trail opponents claimed Penn Central had “nothing to sell” and threatened a lawsuit to contest the Friends’ title.

Answers from questions on page 7: 
1. a. $100,000 
2. d. Penn Central 
3. b. 2000
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cross-country skiing and the Pumpkinvine nature trail
The best places to cross-country ski in this area are Ox Bow and Bonneyville Mill Parks where the trails are groomed. None of 

the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is groomed. 
In addition, skiing on trails with an asphalt surface like the Pumpkinvine has the potential to damage the surface and the ski 

poles. Consequently the only recommended place to cross-country ski on the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is the limestone section of 
the trail from State Road 4 to County Road 28 north east of Goshen. 

Note: You can rent cross-country skis at the Goshen Park Dept., 607 Plymouth Ave., Goshen. Phone: (574) 534-2901.

Pumpkinvine section When there is snow

Goshen Park and Recreation • The city plows the Pumpkinvine one plow-width wide from State Road 4 to County Road 28 (the limestone 
section) and from State Road 4 to the water plant on 5th St. That leaves the other half of the trail open for 
cross country skiing. 

• The unplowed portion of the trail is not groomed for cross-country skiing.

• Plowing the trail is a low priority.

Middlebury • The town plows half the width of the Pumpkinvine from York St. to the U.S. 20 tunnel.

• The trail is not groomed for cross-country skiing.

• Plowing the trail is a low priority.

Elkhart County Parks Elkhart County Parks plows the Pumpkinvine:

• From County Road 28 to County Road 33.

• From the County Road 35 to the north side of the U.S. 20 tunnel.

• From York Dr. to County Road 1150W in LaGrange Co.

The trail is not groomed for cross-country skiing.

Plowing the trail is a low priority. 

 Shipshewana • Shipshewana does not plow the trail from County Road 850W to 1150W.

The trail is not groomed for cross-country skiing.
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ContaCt information
Emergency on the trail: call 911

General information on the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
Check: pumpkinvine.org

Email: Friends@pumpkinvine.org
Call: 574-535-6458

UsE ThE FollowINg EmAIls AND PhoNE NUmBERs To coNTAcT ThE AgENcIEs ThAT mANAgE ThE TRAIl. 
ThE mAP BElow hIghlIghTs ThE sEcTIoN EAch AgENcy mANAgEs.

 
Goshen Park and Recreation
State Road 4 to County Road 28
Sheri Howland
574-534-2901
ParksRecreation@GoshenCity.com
  
Elkhart County Parks
County Road 28 to U.S. 20 and
York Dr. to LaGrange County line
Bernie Cunningham
574-535-6458
Bcunningham@ElkhartCounty.com

Middlebury Park and Recreation
US 20 to York Dr.
Tom Enright
574-825-1499
Parks@Middleburyin.com
  
Shipshewana-LaGrange County
Elkhart-LaGrange county line to CR 850 W
Mike Sutter
260-768-4743
Manager1@Shipshewana.org
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You may become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail or renew 
your membership by completing the form below. Your tax-deductible donation will be used to 
build and maintain the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day expenses 
of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No board members receive remuneration. By 
showing your Friends’ membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchases at the 
following area bicycle shops: Elkhart Bicycle Shop, Elkhart; Family Bicycle, Elkhart; Lincoln Avenue 
Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; House of Bicycles, Osceola; and Pumpkinvine Cyclery, Middlebury.

Has your membership expired?
You are receiving this newsletter because you have contributed to the Friends of the Pumpkinvine in the past five years. If the date on the label of this 
newsletter has passed, we hope you’ll consider renewing your membership in the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Membership levels are::

□ Individual $30  □ Family $40  □ Sustaining $60  □ Contributing $100  □ Patron $250

□ Benefactor $500  □ Benefactor Silver $1,000  □ Benefactor Gold $2,500  □ Benefactor Platinum > $5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________  State  _____________  Zip code ___________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________ E-mail  __________________________________________________________


