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Supporters of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail are invited to 
the grand opening of two new sections of the trail to be held 
at 11 a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 9 at the American Legion on the 
corner of York Dr. and Main 
St. in Middlebury, adjacent 
to the Pumpkinvine. The 
two section in Middlebury 
completed this summer are 
1.2 miles from the U.S. 20 
tunnel to Wayne St. and a 
1,000-foot section along State 
Road 13 between York Dr. 
and the Dairy Queen. 

Former Friends of 
the Pumpkinvine board 
members, local trail 
supporters, public officials 
from Goshen, Middlebury, 
Shipshewana and Elkhart 
and LaGrange counties, 
contractors who helped build the trail, and representatives 
from the state agencies that helped fund it are all invited to 
the event. 

“Building the trail has been a cooperative process 
between the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc., 
and local and state government, and we want all of those 

groups to enjoy this moment,” said 
John Yoder, Friends’ president.

With the addition of these 
two sections, 14.3 miles of the 
16-mile trail between Goshen, 
Middlebury and Shipshewana are 
now complete. A 1.7-mile section 
between Goshen and Middlebury 
is on county roads.

Creating the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail began in 1989 when 
a group of Goshen residents 
proposed converting the 
abandoned Penn Central corridor 
into a linear park. That began a 
24- year process of raising the 
funds for purchase, settling title 

disputes and winning local government support necessary to 
secure funding for construction. 

Attendees are encouraged to come to the event by bicycle. 

At the Friends’ annual dinner April 25, the Friends board honored Danny Graber for his 13-
year leadership of the Pumpkinvine bike ride committee with a plaque to be placed on a bench 
at the County Road 35 staging area. The plaque reads: “In recognition of Danny Graber’s 
outstanding leadership of the Pumpkinvine Bike Ride 2000 to 2012. Donated by the Friends of 
the Pumpkinvine.” 

“The day Danny volunteered to lead the bike ride was one of the happiest days in the 
history of the trail,” said John Yoder, Friends president. “Placing the plaque at County Road 
35 seems appropriate since the contribution the Friends made toward building that section of 
the Pumpkinvine between County Road 35 and County Road 37 is about equal to the amount 
Danny raised through the annual bike ride for the Friends in his years as its leader.” 

Grand opening will be Oct. 9 in Middlebury

Board recognizes Danny Graber at annual dinner

Looking north through the tunnel under U.S. 20.
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Board of Directors
Friends of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail, Inc.

John Yoder, President
574-533-4943 • jdyoder2@frontier.com
Larry Neff, Vice President &
Liaison to Elkhart County Park Dept.
574-534-8223 (evening)
574-535-6458 (day)
lneff@elkhartcounty.com
Robert Carrico, Secretary
Trail Operations Manager
574-266-1362 • rjcarrico1@frontier.com
Rhonda Yoder, Treasurer
574-266-4265
Rhonda_yoder@hotmail.com
Evan Bontrager, Bike Ride Chair
574-538-4212 • Evan@Bontrager.net
Mike Bontreger
574-848-7699 • logisticsbb@aol.com
Chet Peachey
574-533-3418 • crpeachey@gmail.com
Steve Riffe
574-834-4094 • sbrpsr@gmail.com
Vonnie Trumble
574-206-8583 • trumblev@aol.com

Bud Wulliman
574-533-5777 • bwulliman@gmail.com
Roger Yoder
260-768-4402 • rogerdy@embarqmail.com

Danny Graber, Bike Ride Consultant
574-266-4265 • dannysg@frontier.com

See back issues of this newsletter at: 
www.pumpkinvine.org

Email contact: Friends@pumpkinvine.org

www.facebook.com/Pumpkinvine
Follow our blog, Along the Pumpkinvine:
http://fopvnt.blogspot.com/
@FOPNT

http://www.youtube.com/
user/FOPVNT

Newsletter layout: Sties Design Agency, LLC

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. are 
cyclists, hikers and naturalists who are working 
with area park departments to create a linear park 
and greenway on the former Pumpkinvine corridor 
between Goshen, Middlebury and Shipshewana, Ind.

From the president
Join us for the grand opening
On Oct. 9, the community is invited to the public grand 
opening of two new sections of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, 

as noted in the story on page one of this newsletter. I hope that all those who 
helped build the trail through donations, labor and advocacy can attend. For 
those of us who have worked on this project for many years, this day will bring 
a great deal of satisfaction, and it should do the same for all our supporters. 
Thank you for a job well done.

This event is the culmination of major changes to the Pumpkinvine in 
the last five years. In 2008, the only sections open were from Abshire Park to 
County Road 28 and another .6 miles in Middlebury. Then in rapid succession 
we saw the completion of:

• 2008 – .5 miles from County Road 28 to County Road 127 
• 2009 – 2.3 miles from County Road 127 to County Road 33
• 2010 – the tunnel under U.S. 20 and .25 miles west of County Road 37
• 2011 – 5.5 miles between Middlebury and Shipshewana .
• 2012 – 1.4 miles from County Road 35 to County Road 37
• 2013 – 1.3 miles from U.S. 20 to Wayne St. in Middlebury
• 2013 – 0.2 miles from York Dr. to the Dairy Queen in Middlebury
By the time you receive this newsletter, the trail will be open (though not 

finished) giving us 14.3 miles of off-road greenway linking Goshen, Middlebury 
and Shipshewana.

What’s the significance of completing these last two sections? 
First, its proof that persistence pays off. Some call it stubbornness; I prefer 

determination and perseverance. The Friends board had a vision of what the trail 
could mean for this community, based on research and visits to other trails, and 
despite numerous legal and financial obstacles we would not give up trying to 
make the Pumpkinvine corridor into a linear park and trail.

Second, it proves that partnerships between the public agencies, like 
park departments, and non-profit organizations, such as the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine, can work. Agencies have access to funds and professional 
expertise that the Friends don’t have, and the Friends have the ability to make 
decisions quickly and take risks that public agencies don’t have. We’ve built the 
trail on our combined strengths.

Third, a good trail can become the catalyst for other trails. The 
Pumpkinvine has already seen the construction of a spur-trail from Abshire 
Park to County Road 36, and it has connected to the Maple City Greenway and 
MapleHeart Trail, both in Goshen, and there are discussions about several other 
spurs or links to the Pumpkinvine in Middlebury. 

Finally, completing these sections has closed gaps in the trail that have 
vexed trail users for years. Now we have (except for 1.7 miles) an off-road link 
between Goshen, Middlebury and Shipshewana that families and those shy 
about riding on the road can enjoy for transportation and recreation. 

It is my hopes that closing these two gaps, which clearly show the value 
of a continuous trail, will be a catalyst for closing two additional gaps in the 
trail between County Road 33 and County Road 35 and between County Road 
850 W and downtown Shipshewana. Those are two future grand openings I look 
forward to. 



We would like to thank 
these local businesses that 
supported the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. 
and Pumpkinvine Bike Ride
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One issue that I’ve gained a little knowledge 
about [in working on a trail in Michigan] is 
the on-going decay of asphalt. It doesn’t last forever. The best way to 
preserve it is to apply a sealer soon after its laid down and then re-seal 
it every 5 to 7 years. Annually, cracks have to be filled before the winter 
freeze. ...I don’t believe that we place enough emphasis on the need 
for money to provide long-term good prevention of this gradual decay in 
the asphalt. Last year we spent a lot of money on sealer for our wooden 
[Pumpkinvine] structures, and I think that was well spent. The asphalt is 
a much bigger problem. 

—Charles Thompson, May 9 letter

Thank you for the hard work you do with the bike trails in the area. 
Since moving into the area 5 years ago, we have used many of the 
trails multiple times. This spring when our church sponsored a Walk for 
Peace, the Pumpkinvine Trail was logical since it is very close to the 
church building. Thanks so very much for the ongoing work you do on 
behalf of all of us. 

—Bev Weaver, pastor, Goshen City Church of the Brethren,  
May 20 letter

Thank you for your interest and support of the ministries of The Window, 
Inc. Your thoughtfulness and generosity makes it possible for The 
Window to assist many within our community. 

—J. Ed Swartley, Executive Director, July 12 letter. 
(The Friends of the Pumpkinvine donated food left over from the bike 
ride to The Window, an agency of Church Women United of Goshen, 
Inc., that provides services to help meet basic needs of the elderly and 
anyone with limited income.)

John, I am trying to walk all the off-road portions of the trail this year. 
What a gift has resulted from your years of effort! I just wanted to 
say a big thank you. Walking has kept my energy levels stabilized 
during the weeks of thyroid deprivation that accompany treatment for 
thyroid cancer. I am doing great, and recovery from both phases of the 
treatment has been way quicker than typical. 

—Dean Heisey, July 20 letter

We would like to see the numbered road markers in LaGrange County, 
like you have in Elkhart County. We are willing to make a financial 
contribution. Can you give us the particulars? How much would it cost 
to the do LaGrange County cross roads? How could we help to make it 
happen? 

—Bob and Elaine Hostetler, July 22 email 
[Editor’s note: we forwarded their offer to Mike Sutter, Shipshewana town 
manager.]

 Inbox
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Reflections on the 2013  
Pumpkinvine bike ride
By Evan Bontrager, Bike Ride Chair

The annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride 
has grown in size over the years 
and has become quite a tradition 
for many people. It also happens 
to be the largest fund raiser for 
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine, 
the driving organization for trail 
expansion. 

The importance of this ride to the public and the 
Friends raised my anxiety as I took over ride coordination 
from the ride founder and coordinator, Danny Graber. 
Danny did a fantastic job organizing the ride and put 
together a wonderful group of volunteers as well.

But just as bike riders are hardy folk who can 
weather many storms, so our dedicated volunteers 
weathered the leadership transition. They continued 
their commitment to making this the best regional ride 
available. As a result, we had 1,238 riders from 15 states 
this year—our second highest year, and we even had two 
riders from overseas. 

Other competing bike rides fall into two categories: 
they are either charity rides or distance rides for serious 
bikers. We fall into both of these camps, catering to 
families and trail supporters, while also providing a 
serious one-day distance ride.

Key features that distinguish the Pumpkinvine Bike 
Ride are: 

1. Food. We use locally grown organic produce and 
locally supplied meats and cheese as much as 
possible, and riders appreciate our excellent food. 

2. Two starting points with multiple route options. 
3. Beautiful routes in the rural areas and the scenic 

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. 
Our visitors regularly note these unique qualities.
To summarize my reflections on my first year as ride 

coordinator: we have a healthy rider following, a positive 
respect from riders and a strong, stable volunteer staff. 
Bike ride numbers rise and fall, but the Pumpkinvine 
Bike Ride appears quite stable. 

Next year will bring several changes. More of the 
trail will be built and used for the ride, and one rest stop 
may be moved accordingly. But we will continue to 
honor the distinguishing features mentioned above, just 
as I am honored to have joined this wonderful family of 
volunteers.

bIkE rIdE PhoTos oN ThE wEb
You can view 2013 bike ride photos at the following 
links: http://2013pvbikeride.shutterfly.com/ or from 
the bike ride home page: http://www.pumpkinvine.org/
PBR_html/post_PBR.html

PuT ThIs DATe oN youR cAleNDAR 
June 21, 2014 15th Annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride

Pumpkinvine ride statistics
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I thought the ride was well organized, I really 
liked the trail, and the sAGs had ice. 
—Christine Weist, Michawaka, Ind. (First year, 62 miles)

I’m definitely coming back. This was the first of 
many times. The rest stops were at just the right 
distance apart, and there were adequate rest 
rooms. The scenery was fabulous. 

—Richard Burbes, Valparaiso, Ind. (First year, 62 miles)

2013 PumPkINVINe BIke RIDe
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I love the trail, and the food was great. 
—Chris Miller, Nappanee, Ind., (Third year, 75 miles)

I wanted to say thanks to everyone who helped out at the Pumpkinvine 
bike ride this year. I rode the 62 mile route and loved it, the weather 
was great nice and cool. I appreciated the sAG wagon as they assisted 
my son in the 57th mile of his ride, his knees gave out, and they helped 
load up his bike and take him back to the start. Thanks to everyone for 
a wonderful time; see you next year

—Josephine Buchtman-Steele

2013 PumPkINVINe BIke RIDe
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I want to thank you for such a well-run ride. As you continue to work for the expansion of our Indiana Trail system, I encourage you 
to note these comments. 1) We found the Van Buren hotel to be the ideal representative of Amish country. 2) We had dinner in howe. 
[It] was Italian with large portions and wine that was a bargain. 3) Between the ride and dinner, we spent Big at e&s and bought pies 
at Ben’s. The bottom line here is the bottom line in the local community. Three people and two cars brought about a thousand dollars 
into the area. That’s not chump change. And it was your Pumpkinvine Trail that did it. We wish you continued success in your efforts. 

—Larry and Susan Rockafellow, Indianapolis

I thought that the routes were great and the road 
marking were excellent, except in one spot. I 
enjoyed the fresh food, the friendly volunteers, 
seeing the adorable little kids along the route and 
the pie. 

—Kathy Carnicom, Waterville, Ohio (Third year, 63 miles)

First international riders are from Laos

Chris Peachey and her son, Andy Butsakone, 12, are the first 
riders from outside the U.S. to take part in the Pumpkinvine Bike 
Ride. 

Every two years they come to Goshen from their home in Laos 
to visit Chris’ parents Chet and Ruthann Peachey. They rode the 28 
mile route from Goshen to Middlebury and back.

Andy liked the Pumpkinvine because “there were not so many 
cars to dodge, like in the big cities, and it was easy to ride

Andy Butsakone and Chris Peachey live in Laos.
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Bike riDe vOLunteers
Ride Coordinator
Evan Bontrager

Bike Ride Committee
Evan Bontrager
Bob Carrico
Georgia Gingerich
Mark Gingerich
Devon Hoffman
Judy Kolb
John Nafziger
Lois Nafziger
Cosette Torrance

Bike Ride Consultant 
Danny Graber

Goshen Logistics
Bob Carrico
Bob McCoige

Goshen Registration
Janice Carrico, Lead
Lois Longenecker
Vawn Recla
Carl Rutt
Lovina Rutt
Joann Smith
John Smith
Loren Stauffer
Miriam Stauffer

Goshen SAG
Larry Neff, Lead
Susie Neff, Lead
Wanda Hoffman
Carol Hoke
Joy Hite
Steve Hite
Marg Liechty
Russ Liechty
Bill Miller
Phyllis Miller
Daniel Neff
Miriam Schrock
Orie Schrock
Mic Stouder
Randy Stouder
Cheryl Van Ommerman
Scott Van Ommerman

Goshen Parking
Dwight Fish
Roy Hartzler
Deb Jones
Al Longenecker 
Ed McKenna 
Rod Recla

Shipshewana Logistics
Georgia Gingerich
Chuck Thompson

Shipshewana 
Registration
Cosette Torrance, Lead
Bonnie King
Stan King
Candace Meert
Linda Thompson

Shipshewana SAG
Jeanie Martin, Lead
Lois Bare
Amos Burkholder
Ann Burkholder
Audrey Christman
Ruth Esh
Dwight Gerber
Paula Gerber
Gordon Hostetler
Phyllis Hostetler
Greg Martin
Linda Thompson
Cosette Torrance
Kim Wright
Katie Yoder
Roger Yoder

Shipshewana Parking
Ken Christman
Cal Graber
Andy Keil
Joan Keil

Middlebury SAG
Becky Yoder, Lead a.m.
Byron Yoder, Lead a.m.
Cathy Miller, Lead p.m.
Mike Miller, Lead p.m.
Carol Birky

Diane Bodiker
Dave Cunningham
Jane Cunningham
Zefram Fransen
Fern Gerber
Sheryl Graves
Faye Litwiller
Jillian Litwiller
Sherry Mast
Karen Miller
Deb Nihart
Jody Nihart
Justine Pletcher
Elvina Schmidt
Sherry Smith
Karen Sommers
Marlene Springer
Phyllis Stutzman
Janette Yoder
June Yoder

Twin Lakes SAG
Elma Chapman
Gary Chapman

Bonneyville SAG
Ellis Bontrager
Ruby Bontrager

Byron Seeds SAG
Fran Miller
Larry Miller
Delores Wyse
Elmer Wyse
Dawn Yoder

Food Coordinator
Lois Nafziger

Truck Driver (food)
John Kolb

Merchandise Sales
Chet Peachey
Ruthann Peachey

Friday PM Dinner 
Ride
John Yoder, Lead
Jim Bare

Lois Bare
Cal Graber
Roy Hartzler
Irene Koop
Vic Koop
Jean Mann
Bill Miller
Phyllis Miller
June Yoder

Roving SAGs
Kerm Gerber
Stan Gingerich
Wilmer Hollinger
Paul Meyer Reimer

Traffic Detail
David Gerber
Steve Pletcher
Jim Smith
Darrel Sommers
Ed Weske

Route Information 
Detail
Mike Bontreger
Devon Hoffman
Gail Weaver

Volunteer Coordinator
Judy Kolb

Maps
John Nafziger

GPS System
Devon Hoffman

Road Markings
Bob Carrico
Gary Chapman
Danny Graber
Devon Hoffman
Merritt Lehman

Treasurer
Rhonda Yoder

Rider Data Base
Cosette Torrance

Photographers
Branden Beachy
Connie Guilfoos
Joe Guth
Danny Graber
Ellen Stevens
John Yoder

Thursday Grape 
Cleaning
Donna Cripe
Laurel Everest
Judy Kolb
Alice Lapp
Jan Lengacher
Pat Weaver

Abshire Mechanic
Danny Jones

Friday Food Sorting
Evan Bontrager
Danny Graber
Judy Kolb
John Kolb
Greg Martin
Jeanie Martin
Lois Nafziger

Paper Supplies/
Delivery
Merl Mast
Elvie Bontrager

Transport Riders
Tonya Bontrager
Julie Hertzler
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what happened to the camels? 
In the past year, many trail riders have enjoyed watching the camels grazing on the farm 

at the corner of the Pumpkinvine and County Road 1100 W in LaGrange County. Then this 
summer they suddenly disappeared. 

It turns out that the owner of the camels moved them to another farm about a half mile 
away on County Road 1150 W. The Bender family, where the camels were grazing, was 
renting their land to the camel’s owners until they were able to purchase their own farm. 
When that happened this summer, the owners moved the camels to their farm. So the camels 
are still in the neighborhood, but you can’t see them from the trail any more. 

Coming events on the Pumpkinvine

Ride the Pumpkinvine with the Friends board 
The board of directors of Friends of the Pumpkinvine 

invites all trail supporters to join them for three leisurely 
bike rides on the Pumpkinvine in August, September and 
October. 

The rides are an opportunity for board members to 
become better acquainted with trail users and to share 
the latest information on goals and challenges for the 
organization and the trail. 

There is no registration and no cost. Simply show up at 
the time and place designated for each ride. All rides start 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday.

 
Aug. 25, 2 p.m. Goshen-Middlebury DQ-Goshen (about 
18 miles roundtrip). Meet at Abshire Park.

Sept. 22, 2 p.m. Middlebury-Shipshewana-Middlebury (12 
miles). Meet at the Middlebury Town Hall. End at the DQ 
for refreshments

Oct. 13, 2 p.m. Shipshewana to US 20 (14 miles) or CR 35 
(16 miles) and return. Meet at the parking lot west of the 
gas station and Subway on State Road 5, across from the 
Blue Gate Restaurant. Riders will stop at DQ in the middle 
of the ride for refreshments.

In case of rain or for further information, email 
friends@pumpkinvine.org, call 574-533-4943 or check 
http://fopvnt.blogsport.com. 

 
Fifth annual Maple City Walk Sept. 21

The fifth annual 
Maple City walk has three 
levels of participation 
to choose from: a 10-K, 
a half-marathon and a 
full-marathon walks, most 
of which will be on the 
Pumpkinvine.

Register on-line before 
September 14 and pay 
only $15/adult and $10 
ages 15-18 for the 10K. 

Half-marathon walkers pay $20/adult and $10/ages 15-18. 
Marathon walkers pay $30/adult and $15 ages 15-18.

All paper forms or day-of-walk registration is $25/
adult and $10/ages15-18 for the 10K. The half-marathons 
is $30 for adults and $10/ages 15-18. The marathon walk 
is $40/adult and $15/ages 15-18. All walks are free for 
children under 15. 

The walk starts at the Powerhouse Park by the Goshen 
Farmers Market, 212 W. Washington Street, at 7:30 a.m. 
On-site registration begins at 7 a.m.

For more information, registration and a map of the 
course:

• Visit the Maple city Walk web site:  
www.cityonthego.org

• E-mail jgautsche@hotmail.com
• Call Julia Gautsche: 574-533-0778

bench donated to the trail
The children of Daniel and Annabelle Unternahrer have chosen to honor their parents by 

donating a bench along the Pumpkinvine inscribed with their names. The children gave the 
bench as a 2012 Christmas present because they knew how much their parents enjoyed biking 
on the trail. Daniel and Annabelle were happy to receive it: “It’s a very practical gift that could 
be enjoyed by many people, especially the people who walk the trail,” they said. The bench is 
located between County Road 900 W and 1000 W in LaGrange County.
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Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
flashback
Items from past newsletters

Five years ago – Summer 2008
• The 9th Pumpkinvine Bike Ride had 885 riders.
• Elkhart County Parks received a $900,000 grant 

from the Indiana Trails Grant Fund of the Dept. of 
Natural Resources to build the Pumpkinvine from 
CR 127 to CR 31 or CR 33. The length will depend 
on the construction bids.

• Elkhart County Parks also received a $250,000 grant 
to construct the Pumpkinvine between CR 28 and 
CR 127. 

• Construction of the Pumpkinvine between CR 28 
and CR 127 will begin Aug. 11.

10 years ago – Summer 2003
• The fourth Pumpkinvine Bike Ride drew 484 riders. 

The ride added a 100-mile route.
• Middlebury Park and Recreation board received word 

that final paperwork was completed on a $150,000 
grant from the Dept. of Natural Resources to build the 
Pumpkinvine between York Dr. and Wayne St.

15 years ago – Summer 1998
• Elizabeth Jacobs joined the Friends board.
• Norm Kauffmann, Brent Cummings, Eric Amt and 

Steve Herendeen left the Friends board.

20 years ago – Summer 1993
• The Elkhart City Council endorsed the proposal to 

build the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.
• The Friends renewed its option to purchase the 

Pumpkinvine corridor from Penn Central Corp. for 
six months. The option expires Dec. 3, 1993.

• The Friends had an information booth at the Elkhart 
County Fair.

• Indiana House Bill 1851 that would have made it 
easier for adjacent landowners to claim ownership  
of abandoned railroads was defeated. Gov. Evan 
Bayh signed House Bill 1670 that set up a study 
committee to study “all aspects of abandoned  
railroad right-of-way.”

Bernard Cunningham appointed  
trail & safety Coordinator
By B. Harry Dyck 

Bernard (Bernie) Cunningham is the new 
Trail and Safety Coordinator for Elkhart 
County Parks. Originally from Allentown, Pa., 
Cunningham attended Indiana University South 
Bend with a major in Criminal Justice. He began 
working for Elkhart County Parks in 2004. 

Included in his new duties are ranger 
patrol and rules enforcement, customer service, 
trail maintenance, coordination of event 
schedules and staffing and clean-up, especially 
after weekend activities. His responsibilities 
do not include sections of the trail managed 
by Middlebury, Shipshewana and Goshen, but 

only those managed by Elkhart County Parks: County Road 28 to 
County Road 33 and York Drive to the LaGrange County line. 

Cunningham also noted that while he has taken over many of 
the responsibilities with the Pumpkinvine and other trails in the 
parks system, “the trail is a group effort, and I am not the only one 
trying to improve it. I have help from the entire department and 
others in the community.”

Two of Cunningham’s priorities are taking inventory of and 
installing signs on the Pumpkinvine and other trails in the park 
system and doing maintenance on the trail where large cracks have 
appeared due to the extreme drought last year. Insufficient moisture 
to keep the trail bed stable, coupled with this spring’s heavy rain, 
allowed water to seep into the cracks and gradually break up 
portions of the trail base. “We have done some patching of the 
broken surface, but there are stretches where patching may prove 
insufficient” he said. 

Cunningham’s typical day involves a lot of talking to 
trail users who ask questions and providing information about 
their concerns. Most users are friendly, and they have similar 
appreciation for its availability and potential. 

“I love this trail and the work related to it,” he said, “and 
I want the best for all who use it – for recreation, for shopping 
trips, for commerce and the like. This trail can really link these 
communities to each other.” 

He also likes the trail for its versatility. “Not only will the 
Pumpkinvine serve as a trail for leisurely rides or walks,” he said, 
“but it will serve as a viable option for transport for commuters  
to jobs.”

Bernie Cunningham 
is the new Trail and 
Safety Coordinator 
for Elkhart County 
Parks.

Friends receive $1,000 grand from iu Goshen Hospital
The Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc., has received a $1,000 grant from IU Goshen Hospital to purchase 16 

trail-crossing signs to be placed where the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail crosses County Roads 28, 127, 26, 31, 33, 35, 37, 22 in 
Elkhart County. “The Friends want to make these crossing safer for trail users by warning motorists that they are approaching a 
trail crossing,” said Robert Carrico, Friends trail operations manager. 
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ContaCt information
emergency on the trail: call 911

General information on the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
Check: www.pumpkinvine.org

Email: Friends@pumpkinvine.org
Call: 574-535-6458

use The FolloWING emAIls AND PhoNe NumBeRs To coNTAcT The AGeNcIes ThAT mANAGe The TRAIl. 
The mAP BeloW hIGhlIGhTs The secTIoN eAch AGeNcy mANAGes.

 
Goshen Park and Recreation
State Road 4 to County Road 28
Sheri Howland
574-534-2901
ParksRecreation@GoshenCity.com
  
Elkhart County Parks
County Road 28 to U.S. 20 and
York Dr. to LaGrange County line
Bernie Cunningham
574-535-6458
Bcunningham@ElkhartCounty.com

Middlebury Park and Recreation
US 20 to York Dr.
Tom Enright
574-825-1499
Parks@Middleburyin.com
  
Shipshewana-LaGrange County
Elkhart-LaGrange county line to CR 850 W
Mike Sutter
260-768-4743
Manager1@Shipshewana.org
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you may become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail or renew 
your membership by completing the form below. your tax-deductible donation will be used to 
build and maintain the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day expenses 
of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No board members receive remuneration. By 
showing your Friends’ membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchases at the 
following area bicycle shops: elkhart Bicycle shop, elkhart; Family Bicycle, elkhart; lincoln Avenue 
cycling and Fitness, Goshen; house of Bicycles, osceola; and Pumpkinvine cyclery, middlebury.

has your membership expired?
You are receiving this newsletter because you have contributed to the Friends of the Pumpkinvine in the past five years. If the date on the label of this 
newsletter has passed, we hope you’ll consider renewing your membership in the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Membership levels are::

□ Individual $30  □ Family $40  □ Sustaining $60  □ Contributing $100  □ Patron $250

□ Benefactor $500  □ Benefactor Silver $1,000  □ Benefactor Gold $2,500  □ Benefactor Platinum > $5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________  State  _____________  Zip code ___________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________ E-mail  __________________________________________________________


