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Pumpkinvine construction in
Middlebury slated for completion
in summer 2013
Construction of the remaining two funded portions of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is on schedule to be completed next
summer, according to Mark Salee, Middlebury town manager
and Scott Van Ommeran, superintendent of Elkhart County
Parks. Some work could be done yet this fall.
The section from the tunnel under U.S. 20 to Wayne
Street is 1.2 miles long and, going north from U.S. 20, passes
through wetlands before curving behind several houses along
Main Street and connecting to the Wayne Street Trail and
Middlebury Greenway along Railroad Street. “People in town
are anxious for this section to be finished,” Salee said. “Be
aware of the fact that we plan to close the section of trail from
County Road 22 to the U.S. 20 tunnel during construction.”
Elkhart County Parks is responsible for the section of trail
from York Dr. to the completed trail east of the Dairy Queen.
This section presents unique construction problems, according
to Van Ommeran.
“The trail construction will occur in conjunction with the
grinding and resurfacing of State Road 13 from State Road
4 to the DQ,” he said. “We are working on ways to keep the
Pumpkinvine open in the area of the DQ during construction,
but it might not be possible.” He advises trail users to be
alert for announcements concerning construction plans and
alternative routes on the Friends of the Pumpkinvine website.
Niblock, Inc., Bristol, Ind., is the contractor for both
sections of trail.

The Pumpkinvine corridor as it looks now between U.S. 20 and Wayne St. in
Middlebury.

Three seniors ride the Pumpkinvine
By Dan Unternahrer

Are we ever
too old to ride the
Pumpkinvine? The
answer, based on my
recent experience,
is no. On August 29
at about 10 a.m., I
left Shipshewana
for Middlebury with
Dan Unternahrer, Paul Mishler 87, Truman Miller
three of my friends
89 and Levi Jones 97 made the round trip from
(with a combined age Shipshewana to Middlebury and back on the
Pumpkinvine. (Photo courtesy of The Hometown
of 274) – Levi Jones Treasure.)
97, Truman Miller
89, and Paul Mishler 87.
We had made provisions to be picked up at any of the
county-road intersections if any of the group got tired. None of
them did. Several times along the way, we asked Levi how he
was getting along. His reply was always “This is going good.”
Arriving at the Dairy Queen parking lot, we went in for a treat
and enjoyed some rest and fellowship.
When we asked him how he felt before heading back to
Shipshewana, his reply was, “Well, I’ll start back once.”
After the group was about half way back to Shipshewana,
we asked again how he was doing, and he said, “I have
gone this far. I want to try to finish,” and he did. With a
determination like that, it’s no wonder he is so fit at 97.
Several times on the ride one of the men would remark
about how quiet and nice the Pumpkinvine was to ride on.
This ride was Levi’s first time on the Pumpkinvine, Truman’s
second time, and Paul’s third time. All three men remember
when the Pumpkinvine train went through Shipshewana to
Sturgis, Mich.
The group wants to thank the people who had the vision
and the determination to see this project through. Also, thanks
to the many people who supported that endeavor.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to walk or ride the
trail, we would encourage you to enjoy this quiet and relaxed
experience.
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From the president

Your feedback is building a better trail
Our organization, the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature
Trail, Inc., welcomes feedback about our organization or the
trail itself. We can use it to build a better trail. Here’s one example.
Although we don’t own the operational parts of the Pumpkinvine Nature
Trail, people frequently contact us about a trail issue because they aren’t
sure which public agency is responsible for which section of the trail, and its
easier to find trail contact information on our website than it is to contact the
four agencies that manage the Pumpkinvine – Goshen Park and Recreation,
Elkhart County Parks, the town of Middlebury or the town of Shipshewana.
Often we bring your concerns to the Pumpkinvine Advisory Committee,
the umbrella group that includes the four agencies and the Friends. That
was the case recently when we heard from several people concerned
about the lack of signs warning motorists of a trail-crossing ahead where
the Pumpkinvine crosses county roads 28, 127, 26, 31, 33, 35, 37 and
22. (Members of the Advisory Committee were also concerned about
these crossing, but your feedback helped give the issue an added sense of
urgency.) People also wanted to know why there were no warnings signs
at these county roads, but there were warning signs at the trail crossings in
LaGrange County.
Let me answer the second question first. LaGrange has warning signs that
a trail is crossing the road because the Middlebury to Shipshewana section of
trail was funded with federal transportation-enhancement grants through the
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), and those grants included
money for signs.
The Pumpkinvine from County Road 28 to County Road 37 was built with
funds from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDNR). These
INDNR grants were much smaller than the INDOT grants and did not include
funds for warning signs. In essence, there was a trail-building tradeoff:
• Smaller grant with INDNR = a rapid building of the trail (six months to
a year), but not as many extras like warning signs. INDNR’s expertise is
building trails.
• Larger grant with INDOT = a long time to build the trail (five year),
but money for extras like warning signs. INDOT’s expertise is building
roads.
One could certainly argue that warning signs are an essential part of
building a trail, not an extra, but that’s the reality we live with.
Regardless of where the money came from or didn’t come from, the
crossings are still dangerous without warning signs. So the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine and Elkhart County Parks asked the county commissioners
to install warning signs, and the commissioners agreed to install them, if
someone else paid for them. The Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.
agreed to do just that with the contributions we have received from you, our
supporters.
So, do not hesitate to send us your suggestions and comments on the
trail. You can use our new organizational email: Friends@pumpkinvine.org.
Together we are building a better Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.

Inbox
Just wanted to say—thanks for all the hard
work on the trail—it’s a great resource for our
community! I started riding again in June and have put
over 700 miles in —almost entirely on the Pumpkinvine!
Can’t wait until next spring, when the route through
Middlebury is more straightforward.
—Tony Akens, Sept. 1, Facebook
My husband and I rode the Pumpkinvine trail yesterday.
We started out on the MapleHeart Trail by Oxbow [Park]
in Elkhart and picked it up in Goshen. This trail is beautiful
and so well done that we wanted to let how much we
enjoyed our day. We rode into Middlebury and had lunch
before we returned to Elkhart. We will pass on to our bike
friends that this is a must-do ride and look forward to our

next ride on the Pumpkinvine. It will be great when the
trail is finished beyond the 20 underpass. Great job!
—Justine Shantz, Sept. 27, email
I am so very grateful for the trail systems in Elkhart,
Goshen and beyond! THANK YOU. I use them all the
time, and it’s nice to have safe, beautiful trails.
—Jennifer Gingerich, Aug. 25, note
I am delighted to be spending a week here in Goshen
with my parents (a 50th birthday gift to myself!) We just
returned from a bike ride on the Pumpkinvine Trail, and
I wanted to express my gratitude to you. The trail is so
beautiful and idyllic. What a gift to Northern Indiana.
—Lori Zook-Stanley, Sept 26, letter

Vonnie Trumble elected to board
At its August 2012 meeting, the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. board elected
Vonnie Trumble to the board. Trumble, who lives in Elkhart, is an avid runner who recently
discovered the Pumpkinvine as an ideal place to run.

I am happy to be on Friends Board and am motivated to help in any way I can.
I have been a fan and supporter of the Pumpkinvine Trail for years, using the
trail for running, walking and bike riding with friends and family.
Trumble has a B.A. in political science and economics from Hope College and a master’s in public administration,
with a concentration in non-profit management, from the University of Michigan. Her background includes supervising
social workers in Illinois and Michigan and serving on the boards of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and Soup
of Success. She has also worked for DEL-JEN, Inc., a company that provided transportation, construction, renovation, and
repair services for government and private sector clients. Last year she volunteered with the Elkhart County Prosecutor’s
Office as program assistant for child abuse and neglect cases.

3

Help Elkhart County Parks prepare the next five-year
park Master Plan by completing their online survey.
The Elkhart County Park Board is in the process of updating its five-year Master Plan to identify the needs and
priorities in the Elkhart County Park system. The board is asking the public’s help in determining future plans for parks
and recreational activities by filling out an online survey. This survey will help the Elkhart County Parks take a citizendriven approach to planning and prioritizing facility, recreation, education and open-space needs over the next five years.
The results of the survey will be used to determine priorities for parks, recreation
and open-space as part of a comprehensive planning process for the years 2013
through 2018.
You may complete the survey online by going to the Elkhart County Parks website
(www.elkhartcountyparks.org) and clicking on the survey link.
The public will also have an opportunity to provide comments on the Master Plan
at the Monday, December 10 park board meeting. Time will be set aside towards the
beginning of the meeting for additional public input and updates on the Elkhart County
Parks’ Master Plan. The meeting will be at 4:30 p.m. in Rooms 106 and 108 of the
Elkhart County Administration Building, 117 N. 2nd Street, Goshen, Ind.
For more information about the survey or to obtain a paper survey, contact Elkhart
County Parks at (574) 535-6458 or by e-mail at info@elkhartcountyparks.org.

Bike ride photos on the web You can view bike ride photos at the following link: http://2012pvBikeRide.shutterfly.com/

There is also a link on the bike ride home page: http://www.pumpkinvine.org/PBR_html/post_PBR.html

Guidelines to prevent trail-event conflicts
By the Pumpkinvine Advisory Committee

The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is a great asset to our
community and has proven not only to be a great place for
a family bike ride or a fast-paced workout, but also a great
location for a fundraising ride, walk or run!
Many groups have already used the trail with great
success including the Middlebury Boys and Girls Club, Maple
City Walk, and area churches to name a few. But with of
the growing demand to use the Pumpkinvine for events and
fundraisers, there is the potential for user conflicts, if different
groups schedule events on the same day. It is also important
for area agencies to ensure that the trail is ready for use by a
large group. To avoid those scheduling conflicts, to help event
organizers know what they need to do to schedule an event,
and to alert trail managers to coming events, the Pumpkinvine
Advisory Committee (PAC) is working on a Pumpkinvine
Trail Event Guideline and Application packet.
PAC members are the four trail-managing agencies,
which includes Goshen Parks and Recreation, the Elkhart
County Parks, the Town of Middlebury, and the Town of
Shipshewana that have partnered with the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine. The guidelines are an attempt to facilitate better
communication between the agencies that own and manage
the trail and the event planners. The goal is to clarify the
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expectations the PAC agencies have for event planners like
insurance requirements and other details to ensure a safe and
well-planned event for all involved.
The guidelines will also assist event planners with the
logistics of planning a trail event. Where will participants
park? Are there enough restrooms? Who will remove the
trash? Can we use signs to mark the trail? Often people
assume they can use nearby parks as a staging area without
realizing that a wedding might already be planned at that site.
In addition, PAC will request that event organizers make
a donation to the Friends of the Pumpkinvine for events
that have a fee. This impact fee will assist with the ongoing
cost of trail maintenance, as well as assistance with the trail
marketing through the Friends website. The goal is to keep
this trail looking top-notch with the support of the community.
The Guidelines and Application are still under review
by the various agencies and will be available in spring 2013.
Look for them at the Friends of the Pumpkinvine website
www.pumpkinvine.org.
Meanwhile, if you are planning a trail event in 2013,
please contact us, at friends@pumpkinvine.org, and we will
make sure that you are connected to the PAC members who
manage the trail where your ride or walk is taking place.

Maple City Walk tops 100 walkers
By Julia Gautsche

Camels are
attraction along the
Pumpkinvine
By Buddy Dyck

Since the opening of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail between Shipshewana and
Middlebury, walkers and bicyclists
invariably comment on the variety of
interesting things to see and hear along the
trail. But nothing has topped the interest
in the camels – 10 of them – spied in the
pasture near the junction of the Pumpkinvine
with County Road 1100 W.
Dallas Bender, the owner of these novel
creatures, purchased them from as far away
as Missouri, Oklahoma, Wisconsin and
Texas and had them hauled to his farm west
of Shipshewana.
Bender purchased the camels in order
to market their milk, which according
his brochure, has a wide variety of health
benefits. The camels are milked by hand
and provide approximately one and a half
gallons per cow per day. (The rumor that he
purchased the camels to supply milk for a
person in the area who was allergic to cow’s
milk is not true.)
Asked about any problems resulting
from the introduction of these animals
alongside the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail,
Bender smiled and said, “There are many
who stop, look and take pictures but none
have been a problem to us,” he said.
I drew two conclusions from my
interview. First, these animals will attract
more trail users than any other current
subject of interest on the trail. Second, there
will not be a digital camera among trail
users that does not have at least one picture
of a camel inside.

Downtown Goshen, Inc. hosted the fourth annual Maple City Walk,
September 29th. The half and full marathon walk started and ended at the
Powerhouse Plaza on the Goshen Mill Race, continued on the Maple City
Greenway and featured the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.
Many thanks to the sponsors of this event: IU Health Goshen
Community Benefit Fund, Cripe Septic Cleaning Service, Elkhart County
Parks, Friends of the Pumpkinvine, Get Fit Get Healthy- IU Health
Goshen, Goshen Parks and Recreation Department, Hawkins Water Tech,
Lol Health and Fitness, Maple City Market, Woldruff’s Footwear and
Apparel. Because of your help, the walk was a success.
Goshen is fortunate to have a coordinated system of pedestrian-bicycle
paths with links to the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, the MapleHeart Trail and
Winona Interurban Trail. These trails are valuable community resources
that promote sustainability, healthy lifestyles and recreation and make our
community a place of choice to live and work.
Many thanks also to the 111 walkers who came from many different
communities in Elkhart County and beyond to enjoy a lovely fall day on
the trails and to complete the walk. People continue to be surprised and
thankful for the beauty of the trails and proximity to our towns and cities.
We had three marathon walkers on this first year of offering the marathon
walk. We hope to see you all back next year, September 28, 2013!
Maple City Walk Committee were: Gerrit Huig, Mary Gilbert,
Christine Falcon, Dottie Kauffmann, Ned Kauffman, Sherry Wenger, Doug
Yoder and Julia Gautsche.

The fourth annual Maple City Walk attracted 111 walkers.
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Mark your calendar
The 14th annual Pumpkinvine

Bike Ride
This tilled area between County Road 1100W and 1150W is one of five plots
between Middlebury and Shipshewana prepared for seeding with wildflowers
and grasses in the spring.

Volunteers plant additional
plots of native grasses and
flowers
By Bob Carrico

The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail passes through both
wooded and open areas providing trail users with a variety of
ways to experience nature. Spring flowers grow naturally in
the wooded areas, while grasses occupy the open areas.
In 2010 volunteers began planting native grasses and
flowers in open areas along the trail. These flowers produced
attractive displays of blossoms from May through September
in the subsequent two years.
All of the native plants we planted originated in the
Midwestern prairies and will grow in arid conditions. The
drought in the spring of 2012 reduced the display of the Black
Eyed Susan and Iron Weed, but Wild Bergamot, Coreopsis,
Yellow Cone Flower, New England Aster and Evening
Primrose thrived. The native grasses take four to five years to
develop and should become more visible in 2013 and 2014.
In last summer we prepared five new plots between
Middlebury and Shipshewana for planting in the spring of
2013. These plots total 0.4 acres compared to a total of 1.5
acres planted in 2010 and 2012.
Weed control in newly planted plots is labor intense for
the first few years. Therefore, the size of each year’s planting
is limited to an area that can be maintained properly during
the growing season. When the native grasses emerge. they will
suppress the weeds.

6.15.13
(The third Saturday in June)

FriendS of the Pumpkinvine

Annual dinner

save the

DATE

4.25.13
The Old Bag Factory, Goshen

Bike shop on CR 33 changes its name
In our last issue of the Pumpkinvine Trail Talk, we reported that a news bicycle shop, named the Pumpkinvine Bike Shop,
had opened at 59647 County Road 33 a quarter mile south of the trail. However, the owners of the shop, Noah and Marilyn
Petersheim, have decided to change the shop’s name in order to avoid confusion with the Pumpkinvine Cyclery in Middlebury.
The new name of the shop is Trailside Bicycle Shop.
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We would like to thank

these local businesses that
supported the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.
and Pumpkinvine Bike Ride.
gold

SILVER

Shipshewana hires a new Town Manager
The Shipshewana Town Council has hired Mike
Sutter as Shipshewana Town Manager. He began the new
job on Nov. 12.
Sutter comes to the town-manager job with a wealth
of administrative experience. He served on the Sturgis,
Michigan City Commission for eight years, the Board
of Commissioners for St. Joseph (Mich.) County for
eight years, and the St. Joseph (Mich.) County road
commission for several years. He also was county administrator in two
Michigan counties -- Sanilac County in the thumb of Michigan for 13 months
and Wexford County, where Cadillac is the county seat, for three years.
Other work experience includes being owner, president and CEO of
Michiana laminated products in Howe. Sutter had retired from that position
before taking the town-manager position.
“Shipshewana is an incredibly vibrant community,” he said. “To watch
and observe what is happening in this community impresses me every day.”
One of his priorities is to connect the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail from
where it ends at 850W to the Shipshewana town center.

Friends of the Pumpkinvine flashback
Five years ago – Dec. 2007

bronze

Pumpkinvine receives grants for $1.82 million: $517,530 supplemental
grant for Shipshewana to Elkhart Co. line; $300, 854 supplemental grant
for Middlebury to LaGrange Co. line; $999,489 for Wayne St. to U.S. 20
in Middlebury.

10 years ago – Dec. 2002

• Middlebury awarded $150,000 grant for .65 miles of trail between
Wayne St. and York Dr.
• Jim Smith joins Friends board.

15 years ago – Dec. 1997

• The Elkhart County Board of Zoning Appeals granted the City of
Goshen a special use permit to develop a linear park and trail along the
Pumpkinvine corridor between State Road 4 and County Road 28.
• A cumulative gift of $500 will get founder’s name engraved on a
plaque to be located on the trail.

20 years ago – Dec. 1992

• On Dec. 5 the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Steering Committee
approved a constitution and bylaws. Committee members are: Larry
Beachy, Linda Clark, Karen Fergison, Quinn Holdeman, Jr., William
Hostetler, Galen Kauffmann, Norm Kauffmann, Joe Lehman, Lowell
Miller, Chet Peachey, Sharol Raber, and John Yoder.
• Penn Central is doing an appraisal of the Pumpkinvine to determine an
asking price.
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You may become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail or renew your
membership by completing the form below. Your tax-deductible donation will be used to build and
maintain the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day expenses of the Friends
of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No board members receive remuneration. By showing your Friends’
membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchases at the following area bicycle
shops: Brian’s Bike Shop, Shipshewana; Elkhart Bicycle Shop, Elkhart; Family Bicycle, Elkhart; Lincoln
Avenue Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; House of Bicycles, Osceola; and Pumpkinvine Cyclery, Middlebury.

Has your membership expired?

You are receiving this newsletter because you have contributed to the Friends of the Pumpkinvine in the past five years. If the date on the label of this
newsletter has passed, we hope you’ll consider renewing your membership in the Friends Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Membership levels are:
□ Individual $30

□ Family $40

□ Sustaining $60

□ Contributing $100

□ Patron $250

□ Benefactor $500

□ Benefactor Silver $1,000

□ Benefactor Gold $2,500

□ Benefactor Platinum > $5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________ State ______________ Zip code____________________________________
Phone _____________________________________________________ E-mail ___________________________________________________________

