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The newest section of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is 
ready to ride. Workers from Pulver Construction Co. put down 
the second layer of asphalt during the week of June 16. 

The trail surface is 10 feet wide with a gravel shoulder. 
The completion of this 1.4-mile section brings the total of 
developed miles of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail to 13. 

A .25-mile portion of this corridor west of County Road 
37 was completed in 2010, but construction stopped there 
when a landowner adjacent to the trail challenge the title 
of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine to a small section of the 
Pumpkinvine corridor. The courts dismissed that challenge in 
April 2011 and construction begin on the remaining portion of 
the corridor in March 2012.

The new section includes a small parking lot on County 
Road 35, as well as the parking area at the corner of County 
Road 37 and County Road 22 built in 2010. The trail is tree 
lined for most of the 1.4 miles, with the exception of about 
.4 miles near the center where it goes around the edge of a 
farm field. 

A few riders at the 13th Annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride 
knew that it was finished and improvised a route that included 
it. The Bike Ride planners, however, did not include this 
section on the ride maps for two reasons, said Danny Graber, 
ride chair. “First, we had to plan the routes and print the maps 
before we knew that this section would be finished. Second, 
the east end of the section ends at CR 22 and CR 37. From 
there riders would have to take State Road 13 into Middlebury 
– a road that is busy and in terrible condition.”

Elkhart County Parks funded construction of this section 
of the trail with a $150,000 grant through the Recreational 
Trails Program of the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources and a donation from the Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail, Inc. 

Newest section of the Pumpkinvine 
is ready to ride 
CR 35 to CR 37 was done in four months

Unidentified riders enjoys the newly completed section of 
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail between County Road 35 and 
County Road 37.
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Board of Directors
Friends of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail, Inc.

John Yoder, President
533-4943 • Jdyoder2@frontier.com
Larry Neff, Vice President &
Liaison to Elkhart County Park Dept.
534-8223 (evening) • 535-6458 (day)
lneff@elkhartcounty.com
Robert Carrico, Secretary
Trail Operations Manager
266-1362 • rjcarrico1@frontier.com
Rhonda Yoder, Treasurer
266-4265 • Rhonda_yoder@hotmail.com
Evan Bontrager, Bike Ride Chair
574-538-4212 • Evan@Bontrager.net
Mike Bontreger
848-7699 • logisticsbb@aol.com
Holdeman, Jr., Quinn
825-7258 • kathie18@peoplepc.com
Chet Peachey
533-3418 • crpeachey@gmail.com
Steve Riffe
574-834-4094 • sbrpsr@gmail.com
Bud Wulliman
533-5777 • bwulliman@gmail.com
Roger Yoder
260-768-4402 • rogerdy@embarqmail.com

John McKee, Liaison to Middlebury 
Park Board
825-3900 • johnlyndamckee@aol.com
Danny Graber, Bike Ride Chair
266-4265 • dannysg@frontier.com

Learn more about the Pumpkinvine 
and rail-trail issues or see back issues 
of our newsletter at: 
www.pumpkinvine.org.

www.facebook.com/Pumpkinvine

Follow our blog, Along the Pumpkinvine:
http://fopvnt.blogspot.com/

@FOPNT

Newsletter layout: Sties Design Agency, LLC

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. are 
cyclists, hikers and naturalists who are working 
with area park departments to create a linear park 
and greenway on the former Pumpkinvine corridor 
between Goshen, Middlebury and Shipshewana, Ind.

Bike ride leadership transition
The Pumpkinvine Bike Ride committee will have a new look 

next year. After 13 years as chair, Danny Graber is handing over 
that role to Evan Bontrager. The transition actually began with this 
year’s ride: Evan worked with Danny in all aspects of the planning. 

Thankfully, Danny isn’t going away completely. Evan will chair the bike-ride 
committee, and Danny will serve as a consultant. 

I’ve said it before, but it bears repeating: one of the best decisions the Friends’ 
board ever made was not to sponsor a bike ride – until we found someone who 
had the organizational skills and bike-ride savvy to give it outstanding leadership. 
Danny Graber was the perfect person for the job. In that regard, Evan has a hard 
act to follow, but he also has a gift for organizing events like the Goshen First 
Friday Criterium last May.

This change in leadership is something that Danny and I have talked about for 
several years. While he has enjoyed the challenge of organizing the ride, he also 
had a desire to do give more time to photography and grandchildren, and he felt 
that the ride could use a younger leader with fresh ideas. 

For me working with Danny the past 13 years had been a joy. He welcomed 
my suggestions, listened to the ideas of riders, and was always looking for ways to 
improve the ride. 

Our board had complete faith in his ability to make the ride a success, and the 
numbers prove that it was. The ride grew from 225 riders in 2000 to over 1,300 riders 
this year under his leadership. The comments about the ride on pages 5-7 of this 
newsletter are a fraction of the positive feedback we receive every year from riders. 

What has this ride meant for our organization and the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail? 
First, the ride has raised about $100,000 for the Friends’ organization, money 

we have used to purchase land and pay for legal expenses, fencing, insurance and 
a multitude of other expenses. The bike ride has been our single greatest source of 
income.

Second, the ride has given visibility to the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail locally 
and in the Midwest. When Bicycle Indiana didn’t print their event guide this year, 
it didn’t matter: ridership went up 43 percent anyway.

Third, by leading 13 consecutive rides, he has given the ride invaluable 
continuity. You can try to write down all the details needed to organize a ride but 
having one person lead it year after year has been priceless.

Fourth, as the ride has grown, it has taken more volunteers to host it, and 
consequently it has involved more and more of the community – a tangible boast 
to the ownership the community has in the trail. 

Perhaps most important was the fact that the Friends board never had to worry 
about the bike ride being well organized and fun for participants. It was a given.

Danny would be the first to say that he’s 
had great help with the ride from Bob Carrico, 
Georgia Gingerich, Bob Hatch, Merritt 
Lehman, Jim Smith, Cossette Torrance, Rhonda 
Yoder and others, but the fact remains that he 
was captain of the ship.

Thanks, Danny, for your dedication to 
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, the bike ride, 
this community and the Friends’ organization. 
Enjoy that new Nikon digital camera.

From left: Evan Bontrager and Danny 
Graber



3

Rode Tuesday from Abshire park to County Rd. 37. 
45-50 mph wind gusts in the open field area was a real 
treat. But way better than riding on a road. Lost control a 
couple of times. THE SUN WAS SHINNING! 
—Cindy Replogle, Elkhart, March 9 

We spent this gorgeous day riding from Kriders to 
Shipshe! What a WONDERFUL day on the Pumpkin Vine! 
—Kathy Hall Leib, Bristol, Ind., March 18

Are there mile markers along the trail from Abshire Park 
toward Middlebury, including on the country roads portion 
(especially from CR33 to CR35)? 
—Rebecca Corrente, March 20

Answer: The only mile markers at present are between 
Abshire Park and CR 28. There are plans to put in mile 
markers along the entire trail.

Your website is the best, most informative web site for a 
ride that I’ve seen to date. Thanks for your efforts. 
—Tom Seest, Edwardsville, Ill., March 21

Rode the newest trail between CR 35 and CR 37 this 
morning and again was very impressed. Job well done to 
everyone involved not only in the newest section but on 
this entire project. Matt Yoder, June 18, 2012
Thank You for a wonderful ride this morning! We 

drove down from metro Grand Rapids and arrived 
in Shipshewana about 10:30. We parked behind the 
Subway and unloaded. We road to Middlebury and back. 
We both agree that this was one of our most favorite 
rides. The small gravel trail to the DQ was a surprise 
but easily traversed. After turning around in the DQ lot 
we came out of the woods and ran into a county park 
security car at the start of the paved trail. They followed 
us back to the small parking & rest area. We stopped 
frequently on the trail to ID different birds We will certainly 
return again. Loved it!!!!! 
—Deb Newhouse Meppelink, May 20, 2012 

This morning I rode the Pvine and was startled to hear 
what sounded like a very healthy old style train whistle. 
Same place both going and coming, between CR 33 and 
35. I didn’t think there were any factories nearby. It gave 
the ride some authenticity! 
—Beth Sholly, June 26, 2012 (Editor’s note: The whistle 
is from the A&R Machine Shop on CR 20 just north of the 
trail.)

Rode the trail for the first time, traveling from 
Shipshewana to Middlebury. Despite the HEAT, the 
shaded trail made riding in the heat bearable. I was very 
impressed with the trail, although I did get a little lost 
off trail after I passed the Dairy Queen :) By the way, 
having the trail emerge from the woods behind the Dairy 
Queen...brilliant! 
—Todd Lucas, July 7, 2012

New bike shop opens near Pumpkinvine
A new bike shop, called the Pumpkinvine Bike Shop, has opened at 59647 County Road 33, a quarter mile south of 

the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. The owners, Noah and Marilyn Petersheim, opened the shop in July after purchasing the 
inventory of another bike shop that went out of business. 

The shop does bicycle repairs and sells Fuji and Jamis bikes and an assortment of accessories. You can also rent bicycles 
for trail riding. In addition, Petersheims offer parking for buggies or cars for people who want to bring their bikes to a 
location near the Pumpkinvine. The parking cost $2. Shop hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. They are 
closed for sales and parking on Sunday. The phone number is 574-825-9028.

 At this writing, they do not have a sign posted on County Road 33 that indicates there’s a bike shop present, but 
they plan to put one up soon.

 Inbox
Facebook messages:
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Bike Ride participation jumps 43%
1,313 riders in the 13th Year
By Danny Graber, Bike Ride Chair

Bike ride photos on the web You can view bike ride photos at the following link: http://2012pvBikeRide.shutterfly.com/
There is also a link on the bike ride home page: http://www.pumpkinvine.org/PBR_html/post_PBR.html

In the 13th year of the 
Pumpkinvine bike ride, we had 
1,313 riders. I think we’ve turned 
the tables on number 13: it’s no 
longer an unlucky number. 

The most significant dynamic 
of the day was the unrelenting 
heat, but it did not seem to 
diminish the spirit of our riders. 
Everyone rolled into to home base 
with a smile of accomplishment, 
albeit most were drenched in 
sweat and drained of energy. Still 
they had enough energy to eat pie 
and ice cream.

Along with the heat came 
the need for lots of water. 
Unfortunately, the sun overheated 
our water hoses and that resulted 
in water with a bad taste. We 
won’t use the same system next 
year. The heat taught us that we can’t change the thermostat, but we can add more amenities and water stops along the various 
routes to help combat the heat.

From a director’s viewpoint, the ride was a great success. People came from far and wide. From what I could see, people were 
enjoying themselves. 

We ask for feedback about people’s experiences, and we take those comments to heart and make improvements where we can. 
What I noticed most is the personal challenge each rider gives to him or hers self. The sense of accomplishment as everyone rolls 
back into home base is also noticeable. Success isn’t always about how well I organized the ride as it is how all of you feel at the 
end of the day.

The 100-plus volunteers are the key ingredient to keeping your wheels turning smoothly. In my mind, they are the greatest.
Proceeds from the ride help with continued development and maintenance of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. The talk we heard 

about the amenities of the trail and what a privilege it is to use it is pretty overwhelming. We invite everyone back next year to 
assure progress on our goals.
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13th Annual 
Pumpkinvine Bike 

ride Photos

We came [for the bike ride] two years ago 
after the storm and didn’t get to ride the 
trail. This year we rode it, and we loved it. 
The ride is a well-run, efficient event. We 
love cycling through Amish country. We 
need to come back and ride the trail more. 
—Jeff and Marilyn Emery, Niles, Mich. 
(Second year, 60 miles)

I do this ride with my father, Skip, as a 
father’s day present. I rode the Middlebury- 
Shipshewana section of the trail, and I 
really like it. It’s very smooth, direct and 
scenic. I passed camels. I really appreciate 
that we have such an excellent trail in 
northern Indiana like we do. I go to school in 
Indianapolis, and there are some trails there 
and it’s not as easy to get to. We’re really 
lucky to have such a well-kept, beautiful trail.
—Paul Barnett, Goshen-Indianapolis, Ind. 
(Fourth year, 40 miles)

The ride gets better every year: it had wind, 
hills and heat. (I like variety.) No barking 
dogs, though. It is one of the best rides in 
Indiana. The SAGs are well stocked – lots of 
bananas – and the people are cheerful. And 
there are enough porta potties. 
—Jim Isaacs, Fort Wayne (Fifth year). 
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Pumpkinvine Organizers,

I wanted to take a moment to tell you about 
how much I enjoyed your ride last weekend. 
I traveled from Oklahoma City and am so 
thankful I happened to find your ride when 
I Googled “rides in Indiana.” I had a great 
experience riding the 51 miles out of Goshen 
and would like to come back next year, if I 
can find another excuse for a 15 hour drive .

I have participated in a handful of rides in 
Oklahoma and Texas. The organization and 
hospitality at your event impressed me 
from the beginning. Whether it was the 
guy directing cars in the field, the people 
at registration, the volunteers and officers 
at the intersections, or the volunteers at the 
stops, everyone seemed genuinely happy to 
be a part of the event. 
  
Thank you for helping me have such a great 
experience. I am hoping to get back out 
to Goshen one more time to ride before I 
graduate from Notre Dame on July 14th. 

— Brittany Riesenberg

We wanted to see the brand new part. It’s a 
cultural trip, really. It’s so nice and shaded. 
That’s one thing I like about it. It’s like First 
Friday on wheels. In the same way that First 
Friday is a feel-good community event, this 
is, too. Getting 1,200 people out is a lot. 
You’re making a lot of people happy. 
—Skip Barnett, Goshen, Ind., (40 miles)
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I loved it. It was difficult, but it was fun – 
difficult because of the heat and hills. But it 
was worth it. I liked the scenery. I like how 
nice people along the ride were – they would 
spray us with water, and Amish boys gave 
us free water. That was pretty neat. It kept 
us going. 
—Sunny Sampson, South Bend, Ind. (First 
year, 30 miles)

Sunny [Sampson] and I trained for it together. 
The SAG stop [in Middlebury] was awesome. 
We chowed. We took one of everything. Of 
all the bike rides I’ve ever done, that was the 
best SAG stop for sure. The people along the 
route were so helpful. Another rider offered 
us water when we had run out. The last few 
miles, everyone was supporting each other. 
This is the friendliest ride I’ve ever been on. 
—Gwen Pursell, South Bend, Ind. (Second 
year, 30 miles)

SILVER

BRONzE

GOLD

We would like to thank 
these local businesses that 
support the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. 
and Pumpkinvine Bike Ride.
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Bike Ride Volunteers 
Ride Coordinator
Danny Graber

Bike Ride Committee
Evan Bontrager
Bob Carrico
Georgia Gingerich
Mark Gingerich
Danny Graber
Devon Hoffman
Judy Kolb
John Nafziger
Lois Nafziger
Cosette Torrance

Goshen Logistics
Bob Carrico
Rhonda Yoder

Goshen Registration
Janice Carrico
Lois Longenecker
Vawn Recla
Royce Roth
Willard Roth
Joann Smith
John Smith
Loren Stauffer
Miriam Stauffer

Goshen SAG
Larry Neff, Lead
Susie Neff, Lead
Robyn Buenger
Lois Dyck
Ruth Gunden
Joy Hite
Judy Keener 
Les Keener
Donna Kooy
Marty Kooy
Marlene Lantzer
Dierra Lehman
Daniel Neff
Miriam Schrock
Orie Schrock
Mic Stouder
Randy Stouder
Linda Stump
Cheryl Van Ommerman

Scott Van Ommerman
Delores Wyse

Goshen Parking
Cal Graber
Deb Jones
Mike Jones 
John King 
Rod Recla

Shipshewana Logistics
Georgia Gingerich
Chuck Thompson

Shipshewana 
Registration
JoDee Hooley
Bonnie King
Stan King
Linda Thompson
Beth Thornburg
Cosette Torrance

Shipshewana SAG
Jeanie Martin, Lead
Lois Bare
Donald Clemens
Marie Clemens
Ruth Esh
Paula Gerber
Bob Hatch
Lisa Hicks
Gordon Hostetler
Phyllis Hostetler
John Kolb
Faye Litwiller
Jillian Litwiller
Greg Martin
Linda Thompson
Sam Wright
Cosette Torrance

Shipshewana Parking
Larry Berkey
Russ Gordon
Russell Marchand
Ed Weske

Middlebury SAG
Cathy Miller, Lead
Mike Miller, Lead
Julie Bluhn
Mary Cripe
Betty Daskam
Amy Deters
Tom Enright
Megan Graves
Sheryl Graves
Judy Kolb
Tina Lutz
Dena Martin
Sherry Mast
Lois Nafziger
Amy McLaughlin
Marlene Miller
Deb Mitchell
Deb Nihart
Jody Nihart
Justine Pletcher
Sherry Smith
Marlene Springer
Ted Springer
Barb Stahly
Becky Yoder
Byron Yoder
Janette Yoder

Twin Lakes SAG
June Yoder, Lead
Merritt Lehman

Food Coordinator
Lois Nafziger
John Kolb, Truck 

driver

Shower Monitor
Bob McCoige
Mike Bontreger

Friday Dinner Ride
John Yoder, Lead
Jim Bare
Lois Bare
Branden Beachy
Cal Graber
Lois Hartzler
Roy Hartzler

Jean Mann
Chet Peachey
Ruth Ann Peachey
June Yoder
Mandy Yoder

Friday Food 
Preparation
Evan Bontrager
Janice Carrico
Danny Graber
John Kolb
Judy Kolb
Dierra Lehman
Phyllis Miller
Lois Nafziger
Carl Rutt
Lovina Rutt
Phyllis Stutzman
Rhonda Yoder

Roving SAGs
Kerm Gerber
Stan Gingerich
Wilmer Hollinger
Paul Meyer Reimer

Traffic Detail
Alex Balzer
Bryan Balzer
Elvie Bontrager
Tom Kreiser
Steve Pletcher
Jim Smith
Darrel Sommers

Route Information 
Detail
Mike Bontreger
Merritt Lehman
Gail Weaver

Volunteer 
Coordinator
Judy Kolb

Merchandise Sales
Chet Peachey
Ruthann Peachey

Maps
John Nafziger

GPS System
Devon Hoffman

Road Markings
Bob Carrico
Devon Hoffman
Merritt Lehman
Chuck Thompson
Tom zabel

Treasurer
Rhonda Yoder

Rider Data Base
Cosette Torrance

Photographers
Branden Beachy
Dottie Kauffmann
David Stahly
Ellen Stevens
John Yoder

Trail Video
Matt Lind

Naturalist Station
Krista Daniels
Andy Langdon

Abshire Mechanic
Jon Kauffman

Police Officer Detail
Elkhart County:
Andrew Ahlersmeyer
Adam Leeper

Police Officer Detail 
Shipshewana:
Tom Fitch
Matt Swartz

Police Officer Detail
Goshen:
Mike Johnson 
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Friends’ board 
adds three 
directors

At its July meeting, the board of 
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail, Inc., elected three new board 
members: Evan Bontrager, Steve Riffe 
and Roger Yoder.

Evan Bontrager
Evan is a cycling enthusiast who 

has been active with Goshen Bikes 
and was the organizer of the “I Love 
Goshen” Criterium at the May First 
Friday this year. He is a member of 
the Elkhart County Redevelopment Commission, and more importantly, a member of the Maple City Bicycle 
Advisory Committee that meets monthly to look at ways to promote cycling as transportation in our region. He has 
commuted to work by bicycle daily all year round for four years and tries hard to reduce car usage with cycling 
and walking. While bicycling as recreation is good for both mind and body, our recreation infrastructure is also an 
important part of our regional transportation network. Evan hopes to meld all of the bicycle uses by being an active 
member of the Friends’ Board. Evan lives in Goshen.

Steve Riffe
In the 70’s, Steve owned and operated a bike shop, and over the years has been involved with organizing 

bicycle tours, commuting, racing and long distance touring. “My retirement has opened a window that has allowed 
me the time to eat, sleep and live bicycles and help others at the same time,” he said.

Steve was on the Warsaw-Winona area Bicycle Friendly Community task force that has evolved into the 
Ride+Walk Advisory Committee. For the last 11 months, he has volunteered at the Chain Reaction Bike Project 
shop in Goshen, where he often works with Chet Peachey , another Friends’ board member.

Steve, who lives in Leesburg, retired from RR Donnelley Printing Company after more than 41 years as a 
customer service representative.

Roger Yoder
Roger has a long history as a leader in Shipshewana. He joined the Shipshewana Town Council in 1986 and has 

been the President of the Council since 1990. From 1988 to 2009, he owned and operated Yoder Insurance Agency. 
He currently works part time for Miller Stewart Funeral Home in Middlebury. 

He was on the Shipshewana Town Council when it hired Norman Kauffmann, a former Friends’ board member, 
as Shipshewana’s first town manager and along with Kauffmann was influential in helping the council see the value 
of the trail for the community. Under his leadership, the council agreed to own and manage the Pumpkinvine in 
LaGrange County.

He believes the trail will be very beneficial for the retail merchants, restaurants and other shops in Shipshewana 
-- another great selling point for why to visit Shipshewana. It is also great for families to spend quality time 
together walking, jogging or riding their bicycles. 

Evan Bontrager Steve Riffe Roger Yoder

Learn more about the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail at www.pumpkinvine.org
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Elkhart County Parks upgrades

Entrance to the Pumpkinvine from the DQ 
Elkhart County Parks put a 

crushed limestone surface on the trail 
through the woods east of the Dairy 
Queen to make it more rideable. Next 
year this section will be completely 
redone and paved, but in the meantime 
the gravel makes access to the paved 
section of the Pumpkinvine much 
easier to ride. 

Parking lot at County Road 43 

Staff from Elkhart County Parks removed trees that were 
too close to the trail, planted trees at the entrance to the parking 
lot, planted bushes near the paved parking area, and installed a 
bike rack and table along the trail. 

Cracks in asphalt east of CR 127
A major repair is in process on the trail east of County 

Road 127 where the asphalt has several long cracks. For now 
the cracks have been filled with sand and gravel. Scott Van 
Ommeran, Superintendent of Parks, Elkhart County Parks, 

speculates that the 
cracks are the result 
of the summer’s 
drought that dried 
out the subsoil 
beneath this section 
of trail. They will 
fix the cracks 
more permanently 
when they stop 
expanding. 

Goshen Park and Recreation upgrades

Abshire Park to Monroe St. Trail
In June, Goshen 

completed a .65 mile 
limestone trail from the 
Pumpkinvine in Abshire 
Park to Monroe Street 
near the Elkhart County 
Fair. The trail features 
a wooden bridge and 
boardwalk.

9th Street crossing by Big Four tracks
The city rebuilt 

the path-sidewalk 
along the east side of 
the Big Four Railroad 
tracks between 
Washington St. and 
Logan Ave. Riders 
approaching the 
Pumpkinvine from 
south Goshen use 

this route to avoid the railroad tracks that across 9th Street at a 
dangerous angle. 

Curb cut improves crossing State Road 4
Goshen put a curb cut on the raised sidewalk where the 

Pumpkinvine crosses State Road 4 near 9th Street. The earlier 
curb cut forced riders to cross State Road 4 at an angle. The 
city also repainted the crossing marks on the road. 

Upgrades on the Pumpkinvine continue
When a section of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail becomes rideable, that doesn’t mean it’s finished. This spring and summer 

Elkhart Count Parks and Goshen Park and Recreation staff each made important upgrades to the trail, in addition to the new County 
Road 35-to-County Road 37 section. 



Sealing improves appearance of wood 
By Bob Carrico

As construction of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail approaches completion, our attention has turned to maintenance of 
the trail. The trail has wooden fences, bridges and bollards that were built with treated lumber to slow microbial decay. 

Sealing the treated wood extends its life and improves its 
appearance. This preservation practice is used widely for 
wooden fences and decks.

This year Friends of the Pumpkinvine began sealing the 
wooden structures along the Pumpkinvine using a water-
based transparent sealer so the wood grain remains visible. 
Linseed oil in the sealer fills pores in the wood preventing the 
wood from becoming saturated with water during wet periods 
and blocking extreme drying and splitting of the wood during 
dry weather. The stain also inhibits algae growth. We chose 
a stain with cedar tint because its pigments adsorb ultraviolet 
light that can degrade the wood give it a gray color.

Before the stain is applied, we clean the wood with 
bleach, which kills algae growing on the surface and removes 
dirt. The project will take a couple years to complete. Chuck Thompson applies sealer to the bridge east of County Road 43.
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Maple City Walk moves to September
Event adds marathon distance 

The fourth annual Maple City Walk, hosted by Downtown Goshen, Inc., will 
be held Saturday, September 29, 2012. Again this year the route will include the 
Maple City Greenway and feature the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail as the core of its 
13.1 mile course, which is equivalent to a half-marathon. A marathon walk will 
also be available by walking the course twice. 

Register on-line before September 16 and pay only $15/adult and $8 (ages 
15-18). Marathon walkers pay only $25/adult and $15/ages 15-18. Children under 
15 are free. All paper forms or day of registration is $22/adult and $8/ages 15-18. 
Marathon walk: $32/adult and $15/ages 15-18. 

The walk will start at the Powerhouse Park by the Goshen Farmers Market, 212 W. Washington Street, at 7:30 a.m. On-site 
registration begins at 7 am.

“Goshen has a well-connected system of pedestrian paths” said Julia Gautsche, chair of the planning committee. “We 
encourage walkers to experience the beauty and vitality of downtown Goshen, the fall colors of the sun-kissed countryside of the 

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and to enjoy walking for health.”
Organizers moved the walk three weeks earlier hoping for warmer 

fall weather. “The third Saturday in October was windy and cold last 
year the weather,” Gautsche said. 

Each participant who completes the walk will receive a unique 
Maple City Walk medal and be entered into a drawing for a free pair of 
walking shoes and other prizes.

For more information, registration and a map of the course:
• Visit the Maple city Walk web site: www.cityonthego.org
• E-mail jgautsche@hotmail.com
• Call Julia Gautsche: 574-533-0778
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you may become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature trail or renew your 
membership by completing the form below. your tax-deductible donation will be used to build and 
maintain the Pumpkinvine Nature trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day expenses of the Friends 
of the Pumpkinvine Nature trail, inc. No board members receive remuneration. By showing your Friends’ 
membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchases at the following area bicycle 
shops: Brian’s Bike shop, shipshewana; elkhart Bicycle shop, elkhart; Family Bicycle, elkhart; lincoln 
Avenue Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; House of Bicycles, Osceola; and Pumpkinvine Cyclery, Middlebury.

Has your membership expired?
You are receiving this newsletter because you have contributed to the Friends of the Pumpkinvine in the past five years. If the date on the label of this 
newsletter has passed, we hope you’ll consider renewing your membership in the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Membership levels are:

□ Individual $30  □ Family $40  □ Sustaining $60  □ Contributing $100  □ Patron $250

□ Benefactor $500  □ Benefactor Silver $1,000  □ Benefactor Gold $2,500  □ Benefactor Platinum > $5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________  State  _____________  zip code ___________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________ E-mail  __________________________________________________________


