
Cutting the ribbon at County Road 900 W were (from left): Larry Neff, director, Elkhart County Parks and Friends board member; Bob Carrico and Jim Smith, 
Friends board members; Norm Kauffmann, former Friends board member and former Shipshewana town manager; John Yoder, Friends board member; Roger Yoder, 
Jerry Ankney, Lynn Bontrager, Jerry Rice and Nate Jones, members of the Shipshewana Town Council. 
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A long anticipated section 
of the Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail officially opened between 
Middlebury and Shipshewana 
with a symbolic ribbon cutting 
on Oct. 8, 2011. The 5.5 mile 

asphalt section from behind the Dairy Queen in Middlebury 
to County Road Road 850W, a half mile from the center of 
Shipshewana, brings the total miles of Pumpkinvine that are 
developed to 11 miles. 

“When I look back on the beginnings of our Friends 
organization and our efforts to create this greenway, and 
when I remember the obstacles we overcame to get to this 
ribbon cutting, I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to say that 
it’s something of a miracle we’re standing here today,” said 
John Yoder, Friends’ president.

 “On behalf of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail, Inc., I want to thank everyone who contributed their 
time, talent and money to create, what I think, will be a 
wonderful community asset,” he said. “They had the faith 
and vision to make the idea of a greenway into the reality we 
celebrate today.” 

Friends board members, supporters, officials from 
Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources, Middlebury, Elkhart and 
LaGrange counties and the section’s engineering-consulting 
firm, DLZ Indiana, LLC, were on hand for the ceremony

A short section of the trail behind the Dairy Queen 
remains to be completed, though it is funded. INDOT and 
Elkhart County Parks plan to finish it as part of a larger 
project to modify State Road 13 in 2013. In the meantime, 
Mike Landis, DQ owner, has cleared a path through the 
woods to access the trail from the DQ parking lot.

Lots of folks have been using the 
trail since the ribbon cutting.

Opening doubles developed sections of 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
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533-5777 • bwulliman@gmail.com
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Park Board
825-3900 • johnlyndamckee@aol.com

Danny Graber, Bike Ride Chair
266-4265 • dannysg@frontier.com

www.facebook.com/Pumpkinvine

Newsletter layout: Sties Design Agency, LLC

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. 
are cyclists, hikers, and naturalists who are 
working with area park departments to create 
a linear park and greenway on the former 
Pumpkinvine corridor between Goshen, 
Middlebury and Shipshewana, Indiana.

Learn more about the Pumpkinvine and 
Rails Trails issues, or see back issues of our 
newsletter at: www.pumpkinvine.org

The Founders had unselfish vision
At the dedication of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail on Sept. 

20, I spoke of the long list of people who had contributed toward 
making the dream of a trail a reality. In fact, it seems like a minor 
miracle that it happened. Each time we needed a particular skill 
to move the project forward, someone stepped forward to provide 
it, e.g., lawyers, bankers, organizers, politicians, appraisers, 

photographers and most of all the 135 visionary Founders (and others) who were 
willing to open their check books enabling us to purchase the corridor from Penn 
Central for $100,000. (You can read my talk at our blog:  http://fopvnt.blogspot.
com/.) 

If you have not done so, stop at Abshire Park sometime and read the names of 
these Founders on the blue plaque at the entrance of the trail. I look at it frequently 
and remember with gratitude the willingness of these folks to believe in this project 
when others in the community were saying, “Penn Central had nothing to sell,” 
implying we had nothing to buy.

As I said, the opening of the Middlebury-to-Shipshewana section of the trail 
reminded me again of these Founders, and as it struck me how unselfish they were 
to give toward a project that might take years to complete, so many years that 
they might be too old to enjoy it or perhaps not even be alive. We told potential 
contributors about the struggles of other rails-to-trails projects, about the organized 
and well financed opposition of some farm organizations, and that we expected 
challenges to our title. We didn’t hide the fact that building the trail was a long shot.

Yet, these folks invested $500 or more in the dream of a Pumpkinvine 
greenway. Today we enjoy the results of their giving.

But because the trail took so long to build, 13 of the Founders are no long 
living. On the occasion of this opening of a major trail section, I would like us to 
remember these generous people who had the vision to invest in a project that they 
rarely or never got to enjoy. 

To my knowledge, the Founders who have died are: 
• Ed  Alderfer 
• Gilbert & Mae 

Alliman 
• Florence Amstutz 

• Virgil Brenneman 
• James Clemens 
• Merle Jacobs 
• Otto & Jerrie Klassen

• Willard Krabill
• William Long
• Sharol Raber
• Dale Wenger

A color newsletter
This newsletter is the first we have printed in color. Why the change from 

black and white? Why even print a newsletter in the age of electronic publishing 
and social media like Facebook that eliminates the cost of printing and mailing? 

We’re changing because we think it is important to keep our supporters 
informed about progress on the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, and we believe an 
attractive, colorful and tangible newsletter will achieve that goal like nothing else 
will. Facebook, the website, emails and our blog are excellent information tools, 
but we think a printed newsletter is still the best tool we have for our audience.

But we could be wrong. Let us know what you think by emailing: friends@
bnin.net.

• Do you like a newsletter in color or do you think a newsletter in black and 
white is fine?

• Or would you rather get Trail Talk electronically through email and have no 
printed newsletter? 

Follow our blog,
Along the Pumpkinvine:
http://fopvnt.blogspot.com/ 
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Carol Jennet – Oct. 22, 2011
Did 10 miles on the Pumpkinvine Trail on my Trikke [a 
three-wheeled scooter.] from Middlebury to Shipshewana 
(Indiana) and back...Beautiful day, but saw the strangest 
sight at one of the Amish farms...three camels grazing in 
the grass with horses! What? Camels in Amish country? 
Could the three wise men be stopping as they follow a 
star? Wish I had my camera! 

Jeff Beck – Oct. 15, 2011
What a great trail! Enjoyed a run this morning starting at 
DQ in Middlebury out to Heritage HS & back. Kept going 
for a while past DQ toward Shipshe. Beautiful morning, 
and a neat local resource.

John Nickison – Oct. 11, 2011 
I rode the Pumpkinvine yesterday for the first time solely 
on BTB’s [Bike the Bend] post the other day. I started at 
Shanklin and tied in to some of Goshen’s Greenway also. 
It was a great ride. Kudo’s to the Pumpkinvine crew for all 
their hard work designing and building a great trail. 

Randy Grewe – Oct. 9, 2001
i counted 250 people on the trail between dq and shipshe 
sunday afternoon. beautiful day and beautiful trail.

Beth Sholly – Sept. 18, 2011
I rode from Goshen to Shipshe and back today via the 
Pvine. And yes, it was getting lots of action. Met some 
good folks in the DQ parking lot, several of us were trying 
to figure out how to make our way back thru Middlebury. 
Seems like there were more Amish than English on 
the trail, but everyone was having fun. 4.75 hours (with 
lunch), and 41.78 miles. Can’t wait for the other portions 
to be finished!

Steve Riffe – Sept. 13, 2011
Sun peeking through the canopy of trees, snow white 
Amish houses and fences, huge work horses in the fields, 
girl herding milk cows on her bike, flat and fully paved 
bike path that ends in Dairy Queens parking lot, that was 
a perfect bike ride today. Whoever decided to stop a bike 
path at Dairy Queen was a genius, the Blizzards were 
great!

Beth Carmichael Bullard – Sept. 6, 2011
My husband and I were on the trail for the first time Labor 
Day. Awesome ride to Shipshewana and back!

Brian’s Bike Shop – Sept. 15, 2011
We have had many calls this summer for bicycle rental. 
We plan to offer this service in the Spring of 2012.

Haley Blessing – Aug. 9, 2011
My whole family just recently got bikes and we have been 
on the Middlebury trail twice. It is absolutely gorgeous! 
Having the birds and butterflies fly past you as your riding 
and then seeing the horses run around. We had my one 
year old daughter with us and I had to change her diaper 
on the path lol. My mom said I bet she is the first baby to 
be changed on the pumkinvine trail ha ha. Just wanted to 
let you know how much we enjoy spending time with our 
family going out there.

Tonya Fetters Rich – July 24, 2011
Today I took my girls down the new trail in Shipshewana 
and we loved it! Thank you so much for your years of hard 
work and dedication that it has taken to complete this 
beautiful project!  

Join the Facebook conversation at: http://www.facebook.com/Pumpkinvine

LATe BReAkING NewS: The City of Goshen announced Nov. 16 that it will 
construct a limestone trail from the elkhart County Fair grounds through Abshire Park 
to the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. The trail will be finished in fall 2012 or spring 2013.

Facebook Feedback
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Volunteers deck wooden-trestle bridge
On October 8th, six volunteers along with three employees of Elkhart County Parks put a permanent deck on the bridge east 

of County Road 43. It replaced a temporary wooden deck installed in 2009 to avoid 
damage during subsequent trail construction.

During the construction, the trail was closed from County Road 43 to County Road 
1150 W, but sunny weather provided favorable work conditions, and the crew replaced 
the old deck by mid-day. Awhile later, three women became the first bicyclists to cross 
the new deck. At 3 p.m. the side rails for both approaches to the bridge were complete 
and the posts for the rails on each side of the bridge deck were in place. The tired crew 
decided to stop work for the day without fitting rails to the posts. A couple days later 
employees of Elkhart County Parks installed the rails.

Volunteers and park employees have renovated seven wooden-trestle bridges on the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail as part of trail construction. The wooden-trestle design was 
preserved for historical purposes. The first renovation was on the bridge at Rock Run 
Creek in Goshen in 1999 and the work on October 8th finished the restorations. 

Thanks to volunteers Bruce Nofziger, Chuck Thompson, Brad Hamilton, Elvie 
Bontrager, Darrell Moore and Bob Carrico for donating their time and equipment to the 
project. They worked alongside Steve Gangloff, Tony Timmons and Lynn Matthews 
from Elkhart County Parks who also made sure all necessary equipment and materials 
were on hand.

Volunteers Katie Yoder and Gordon and 
Phyllis Hostetler serve riders at the Shipshewana 
SAG.

The bridge east of CR 43 after being redecked. 

Workers redecking the bridge east of County 
Road 43 on Oct. 8, 2011.

Volunteers help mow the Pumpkinvine corridor during the 2011 growing season
Some of the non-wooded areas of the Pumpkinvine corridor require periodic mowing for esthetic purposes and to control 

weeds. Staff  from Goshen Parks and Elkhart County Parks do most of the mowing, but a number of volunteers also help. 
Thanks to Quinn Holdeman, Jr., Mike Baxley, Chuck Thompson, Beth Snider and Rick Miller at the Brethren Retreat Center 
for donating their time and equipment to help with mowing.
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Third Maple City walk 
showcases Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail 
By Harry Dyck

Approximately 120 walking enthusiasts gathered at the Power 
Station on the Mill Race in Goshen, and then took the challenge to 
walk the half marathon of 13.1 miles through downtown Goshen 
and off into the countryside along the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. 
Brisk winds tested the will and endurance of the walkers but 
did little to deter them from this opportunity to enjoy the sights 
of a lively downtown Goshen, and the increasingly attractive 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. 

 According to Julia Gautsche, chair of the walk’s planning 
committee, the purpose of the walk was:  to highlight the appeal 
of this expanding and friendly city, to experience anew one’s 
surroundings when walking, and thirdly, to expose more of both 

the local community and visitors to the scenic and diverse Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. 
Julia credits former Goshen mayor, Mike Puro with the vision and initiative to build walking paths as a natural way to build 

community. When people have occasion to meet in such natural and unhurried ways, conversation is a mutual interest, and 
friendships easily ensue.  

Gerrit Huig was equally positive about the walk. Out of his walking experiences in Holland, he knew the personal and 
community benefits of walking where as many as four day-full marathons were common. He too saw the walk as a way to encourage 
locals and visitors to envision Goshen as a destination for many interests, of which a walking experience was one of the special 
options. This event was not for charity, not for running, but one to introduce participants to walking, starting with a half marathon. 

 

MapleHeart Trail connected to Pumpkinvine  
The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is now part of a county-wide trail system. With the opening of the MapleHeart Trail Oct. 

20 linking Elkhart and Goshen, there is now an off-road trail of 15 continuous miles from Hively Ave., in Elkhart, past Ox 
Bow Park, through Goshen to Abshire Park and on to County Road 33 via the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.

On a rainy afternoon, Goshen Mayor Allan Kauffman greets Elkhart 
Mayor Dick Moore at the opening of the MapleHeart Trail, Oct. 20 at Ox 
Bow Park. 

Engineers were particularly creative in finding a way to route the 
MapleHeart Trail under the 3rd Street overpass in Goshen.

Walkers pass Abshire Park on the 3rd annual Maple City Walk, Oct. 6, 2011.
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More native grasses and 
flowers to be sowed along 
the Pumpkinvine in 2012
By Bob Carrico

If you were on the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail last summer, 
you probably noticed several plots of flowers blooming 
between County Roads 127 and 33. There were strong displays 
of Coreopsis, Black Eyed Susan, Evening Primrose, Bees 
Balm, Prairie Partridge as well as other flowers. They were 
planted in spring 2010 along with native grasses but only a few 
flowers bloomed that summer. We expect the flower displays 
of 2011 to be different in subsequent years as the flowers 
compete with the native grasses that should become more 
visible each new season.

Preparations were started in summer 2011 to sow an 
additional .75 acre of native plants, including two small plots 
in LaGrange County. Successful planting is dependent on 
adequate preparation of the plots. The existing grasses and 
other plants were killed with herbicide and tilling last summer. 
This soil preparation will give the native plants an opportunity 
to grow with minimal competition during the first years 
following seeding. Development of the native species will be 
assisted further by cutting weeds in the plots during the initial 
two or three seasons.

The seed mixture will contain six prairie grasses and 
about 20 native flowers. Some grasses such as Big Blue Stem, 
Switch Grass, Indian Grass and Canadian Wild Rye can grow 
over four feet high and display red, blue, brown and yellow 
earth-tone colors when they mature.

The size of the plantings were kept small for the first 
couple years so we could manage the plots adequately during 
the first seasons and also gain experience about what will give 
good results. Plans are to expand the plantings each year in 
non-wooded areas throughout the Pumpkinvine corridor.

Wildflowers were planted along the Pumpkinvine in 2010. (Right) Steve 
Gangloff, Elkhart County Parks, tilling a plot in preparation for sowing native 
grasses and flowers.

MArk your cAleNDAr for 

Friend of the Pumpkinvine 
Annual dinner
April 26, 2012
Essenhaus Conference Center, Middlebury 

The 13th annual 
Pumpkinvine Bike ride

June 16, 2012
(The third Saturday in June)
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Location MiLes Managing agency status
State Road 4 to CR 28 1.75 Goshen Park Dept. • Opened in 1999

CR 28 to CR 127 0.54 Elkhart County Parks • Opened in fall 2008
• Opened June 6, 2009
• Opened June 6, 2009
• No current plans
• .25 miles completed.  

Funding received. to be 
completed in 2012. 

• Completed 2010
• Completed 2010
• To be completed in 2012
• Opened in 2005
• Funded. to be completed in 

2013

• opened sept. 2011

• opened sept. 2011

CR 127 to CR 26 & 31 1.61 Elkhart County Parks
CR 26 & 31 to CR 33 1.24 Elkhart County Parks
CR 33 to CR 35 1.70 (County roads)
CR 35 to CR 37 1.60 Elkhart County Parks

CR 27 to US 20 .2 Elkhart County Parks
Tunnel under US 20 Elkhart County Parks
US 20 to Wayne St. 1.20 Town of Middlebury*
Wayne St. to York Dr. 0.64 Town of Middlebury
York Dr. to trail that ends behind DQ 2.40 Elkhart County Parks

Area behind DQ to Elkhart Co. – 
LaGrange Co. line

2.40 Elkhart County Parks

Elkhart Co. – LaGrange Co. line to 
CR 850 West

4.70 Town of Shipshewana

totaL MiLes 17.4

TRAIL STATuS RePORT
This table shows construction progress on the various sections of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail from Goshen to Shipshewana

Changed since the last newsletter are in orange.

PLATINUM SILVER SILVER SILVER

we would like to thank these local businesses that support
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.

BRONZE
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you may become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail or renew 
your membership by completing the form below. your tax-deductible donation will be used to build 
and maintain the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day expenses of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No board members receive remuneration. By showing your Friends’ 
membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchases at the following area bicycle 
shops: Brian’s Bike Shop, Shipshewana; Elkhart Bicycle Shop, Elkhart; Family Bicycle, Elkhart; Lincoln 
Avenue Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; House of Bicycles, Osceola; and Pumpkinvine Cyclery, Middlebury.

Has your membership expired?
If the date on the label of this newsletter has passed, it’s time to renew your membership in the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Membership 
levels are:

□ Individual $30  □ Family $40  □ Sustaining $60  □ Contributing $100  □ Patron $250

□ Benefactor $500  □ Benefactor Silver$1,000  □ Benefactor Gold $2,500  □ Benefactor Platinum > $5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________  State  _____________  Zip code ___________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________ E-mail  __________________________________________________________


