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Trail receives grants for $1.82 million
The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail has received funding for 
three phases of the project from the Indiana Department of 
Transportation. The funds, which come from transportation 
enhancement funds of the Federal Highway program, include:

• $517,530 – a supplemental grant for phase 4, LaGrange 
County line to Shipshewana Town Center, awarded to 
the town of Shipshewana.

• $300,854 – a supplemental grant for phase 3, 
Middlebury to the LaGrange County line, awarded to 
Elkhart County Park and Recreation.

• $999,489 – a grant for phase 6, the 1.2-mile section 
from Wayne Street in Middlebury south to US 20, 
awarded to the town of Middlebury.

Phases 3 and 4 had received funding in 2004 and 2005, 
but needed additional grants because the cost of engineering 
was more than anticipated. 

“Our biggest surprise was the amount of upfront 
money needed for consultants, acquisition and inspection 
of construction,” said Larry Neff, superintendent of Elkhart 
County Park and Recreation Department. “Added to these costs 
was the inflation of asphalt prices. All of these issues made 
additional money necessary to continue trail construction.” 

Norm Kauffman, director of special projects for the town 
of Shipshewana, agreed. “The supplemental grant was needed 
to help us reach our destination of the Town Center,” he said. 
“Without the additional grant we may have been only able 
to reach CR 850. When we applied for the original grants in 
2004, the cost of construction was much less; the rise in oil 
prices has skyrocketed since, making asphalt and construction 
in general much higher.”

The grant to the town of Middlebury extends the 

completed .65-mile section of the trail (Phase 2) south to 
US 20. “This portion of the trail is critical to the Trails of 
Middlebury master plan, which is to develop a series of 
interconnecting trails connecting our schools, parks, and 
downtown retail area with most of our communities, parks 
and churches,” said John McKee, chair of the Middlebury 
Park Board. “The trail system will benefit both residents and 
visitors with a safe place to walk, bike and jog and will assist 
with the long term economic development of Middlebury and 
the surrounding area.”

A unique feature of this section is the possibility of 
tunneling under US 20.

Elkhart County Park and Recreation will also use some of 
the supplemental grant money to build a connector trail between 
the Dairy Queen on SR 13 and the end of the Middlebury Trail 
on York. “When the grant was written we ended the trail at SR 
13 thinking a widened sidewalk would be the connector to York 
Street,” Neff said. “Now we realize that there is not enough 
right-of-way on the east side of SR 13 for the trail. We will 
need a pedestrian activated light at the Dairy Queen to cross to 
the west side and proceed with an asphalt 10-foot trail to York 
Street.”

The Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc., 
provides the local match for the federal enhancement funds 
through the donation of the Pumpkinvine corridor.

“We owe the Friends of the Pumpkinvine our deepest 
gratitude for making the trail available for the match,” 
Kauffman said. “Otherwise our town would not have had the 

Late news: On Dec. 3, 2007 …
On Dec. 3, 2007, Governor Mitch Daniels announced 
that the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is one of five trails in 
the state to receive a part of the $5 million enhancement 
funds leveraged from a $1.25 million grant from the Lilly 
Endowment Inc. to the Department of Natural Resources. 
The additional funds will go toward upfront costs for the 
2.3-mile section of the corridor from Middlebury to the 
LaGrange County line.

Total enhancement grants for the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail

Year Local public agency Phase Grant amount

2004 Elkhart County Park Dept.    3 $565,420

2005 Town of Shipshewana 4 $1 million

2007 Town of Shipshewana 4 $517,530

2007 Elkhart County Park Dept. 3 $300,854

2007 Town of Middlebury 6 $999,489

Total $3,383,293

… Continued on page 3 



From the president
You all know the saying: “When someone hands you a lemon, 
make lemonade.” The Friends used that principle this summer 
in regard to the vandalism of trees on the Pumpkinvine corridor.

You may recall that two years ago we discovered that 
adjacent landowners had cut down 36 cherry trees that were 
on a section of the Pumpkinvine corridor south of Middlebury. 
Cherry trees are very valuable. They make excellent furniture 
and trim. Others who live along the trail have cut down trees 
before, but no one had attempted to harvest and sell trees as valuable as these cherry trees.

Since the people who cut the trees claimed that they thought they owned them (yes, 
we still have people claiming ownership of the corridor), we decided not to pursue 
expensive legal action against them. Instead, we decided to sell the logs for lumber.

When one of our board members, Frances Ringenberg, heard that we had logs for 
sale, she suggested that we sell them to the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary 
where her husband worked. AMBS was building a new library that would require 
extensive wood trim. 

That’s when Don Steider, AMBS supervisor of maintenance, got involved. Steider 
has the equipment to make trees into finished lumber, and he was thrilled to have a 
chance to work with cherry wood. “At every stage of the process, it is easy to work 
with,” Steider said.

So we sold AMBS the trees, and Steider turned them into 10,600 linear feet of 
baseboard and trim and 550 square feet of panels. Although they had been exposed to 
weather for two years, they were still in good shape. He used the finished cherry for the 
entrance, checkout desk and all the trim around the window. He is still in the process of 
making coffee tables, end tables and end panels for all the book stacks.

What is special about cherry wood? “As a woodworker, it works up so nice,” 
Steider said. “It’s a beautiful wood. With time it turns a darker, deeper and richer color. 
It has beautiful grain and texture.” 

So in the end the vandalized cheery trees were put to good use. 
Isn’t that what this project is all about, i.e., turning a liability—an abandoned 

railroad corridor whose ownership is challenged—into something that is both beautiful 
and useful for the community?     – John D. Yoder
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Board of Directors
Friends of the Pumpkinvine 

Nature Trail, Inc.

John Yoder, President
533-4943
Jdyoder2@verizon.net

Larry Neff, Vice President
534-8223
clneff@bnin.net

Rhonda Yoder, Treasurer
266-4265
Rhonda_yoder@hotmail.com

Robert Carrico, Secretary
Trail Operations Manager
266-1362
rjcarrico1@verizon.net

Jim Smith
Executive Director
533-7862
kneesrus@comcast.net

Mike Bontreger
825-3051
logisticsbb@aol.com

Bob Hatch
262-1739
RHatch4723A@hotmail.com

Quinn Holdeman, Jr.
825-7258
qkholdeman@maplenet.net

Cathy Miller
825-1939
cmiller@lakeland.k12.in.us

Frances Ringenberg
825-2676
mfvr@juno.com

John McKee
Liaison to Middlebury Park Board
825-3900
johnlyndamckee@aol.com

Danny Graber
Bike Ride Chair
266-4265
dannysg@verizon.net

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. 
are cyclists, hikers, equestrians and naturalists 
who are working with area park departments 
to create a linear park and greenway on the 
former Pumpkinvine corridor between Goshen, 
Middlebury and Shipshewana, Ind.

Learn more about the Pumpkinvine and Rails 
to Trails issues, or see back issues of our 
newsletter at: www.pumpkinvine.org

Dee Birkey, Newsletter Design
dee@bydesigndirections.com
www.bydesigndirections.com

Don Steider, AMBS supervisor of maintenance, is surrounded by cherry trim from 
trees on the Pumpkinvine.
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The 7th Annual Pumpkinvine 
Meeting and Dinner
The 7th annual meeting and dinner of the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail will be held on Tuesday, April 
29, 2008. The doors will open at 6 p.m. and the meeting 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. sharp. It will be held at the new 
Shipshewana Town Center, 760 S. Van Buren Street (SR 5) in 
Shipshewana. This impressive new facility houses:

•	 A 15,000 square foot Convention Center, a portion of 
which we will use for our annual meeting.

•	 Hostetler’s Hudson Auto Museum
•	 The LaGrange County Convention and Visitors Bureau
•	 The offices of the Shipshewana Retail Merchants 

Association
•	 The Shipshewana Area Historical Society
•	 The Hudson, Essex, Terraplane Historical Society’s 

National Office
Our featured speaker for this year’s meeting will 

be Andy Dodzik from DLZ Indiana, LLC.  This is the 
engineering-consulting firm 
hired by Elkhart County Park 
and Recreation and the Town 
of Shipshewana to design and 
manage the construction of 
Phases 3 and 4, the section 
of trail from Middlebury to 
Shipshewana.

Mr. Dodzik will speak 
about the design process, 
specific features of the trail in 
Phases 3 and 4 and the current 
timetable for completion with 
an up-to-date report on the 
progress of the project.

In addition to the above, you will hear a presentation 
from the Pumpkinvine Board that brings you up-to-date on 
each of the other project phases. 

Come join us to share a delicious meal and to hear 
current up-date presentations on the Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail project.

Andy Dodzik

20 percent local match to even accept the grant! It has been a 
great team effort.”

Neff also thanked the Friends for their assistance. “We 
and the citizens of Elkhart County are greatly indebted to the 
continued efforts of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine to manage 
and defend the trail corridor knowing full well that it has been 
a team effort from many dedicated individuals.”

Jim Smith, the Friends’ executive director, wrote the 
applications. “I did not have the time or the skill to do it,” 
Kauffman said. “His skill and attention to detail is a wonderful 
gift to us all.”

A fourth grant application for Phase 5A from CR 28 
to CR 33 northeast of Goshen was not funded, but Indiana 
Department of Transportation encouraged Elkhart County Park 
and Recreation to apply for it next year.

Trail receives grants …continued from page 1

Put this date on your calendar
9th Annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride

June 21, 2008 (The third Saturday in June)

See www.pumpkinvine.org for details                     
and a registration form.



Platinum sponsor

Gold sponsors

silver sponsor

Bronze sponsors

4

Corporate Sponsors now 
signing up for 2008
In 2007, the Friends initiated a corporate sponsorship 
program. In return for financial support, each 
sponsor received recognition through a display of 
their company name or logo on a variety of Friends’ 
literature and presentations depending upon the level 
of contribution. 

Examples where corporate sponsor logos are 
displayed include: the Friends’ web site, www.
pumpkinvine.org; this newsletter, Pumpkinvine 
Trail Talk; presentations made to community service 
clubs; the Pumpkinvine bike ride brochure; signs at 
SAG stops during the bike ride; signs and banner at 
the annual meeting and dinner; and other forms of 
recognition. We are grateful for the support in 2007 of 
the organizations listed below. 

We are now enrolling sponsors for the calendar 
year 2008 to help with the Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail project. Specific details on the program and 
the different levels of support can be found at www.
pumpkinvine.org or by contacting Jim Smith at 
kneesrus@comcast.net or 574-536-7033. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Volunteers essential for trail 
maintenance By Bob Carrico

Anyone who has seen the undeveloped sections of the Pumpkinvine 
corridor knows that without mowing and trimming, it can quickly 
be overgrown with vegetation. A group of dedicated volunteers has 
helped keep the vegetation in the corridor under control. 

Although the Friends did not build any fences in 2007, several 
neighbors have requested them, and we have nearly finished 
clearing the fence rows where the fences will be installed. 

We also put temporary decks on two bridges near County Roads 
33 and 42.

Nine volunteers widened the trail in Middlebury on April 28, 
but there is still enough work remaining for another work day next 
spring. Later we cleaned up another section of the trail south of 
Middlebury in preparation for the trail walk held on National Trails 
Day, June 2. The Friends thank the following volunteers for their 
help that day:

 Buddy Dyck Jeff Kessler  Linda Baxley  
 Elvie Bontrager Randy Stouder  Bob Mayerick  
 Tiaan de Beer Danny Graber

The following volunteers donated their time and equipment to 
mow the Pumpkinvine corridor last summer:

 Clarence Yoder Mike Baxley  Quinn Holdeman 
 Dana Snider Dale Eash  Rick Miller  
 Beth Snider

Occasionally, we have to hire help, like last spring when we 
needed a bulldozer to level two acres of land we received in an 
exchange from a neighbor. Then volunteers sowed grass on the 
leveled soil. Last summer was a favorable season so the grass is 
growing well.

Volunteers widen the trail in Middlebury on April 28.
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Friends of the Pumpkinvine 7th Annual Meeting and Dinner
Shipshewana Town Center, 760 S. Van Buren St., Shipshewana, Indiana

Tuesday, April 29, 2008
Doors open at 6 p.m. for viewing exhibits and enjoying light refreshments. 

The dinner/meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. sharp.
Dress is casual; all seats are assigned.

(Please return this form or the section below this line; keep a copy of this form or the top section for your records.)

Respond as soon as possible to secure your place at the dinner table.
1. Complete Reservation Form. 

• Attendees listed on one form (up to 8) will be seated at the same table. 
• Enter names below as you want them printed on meeting name tags. 
• A confirmation card will be sent to the first name listed below. (For Reservation Forms received after April 22,  
 a confirmation will not be sent.) 
• No refunds will be possible after April 15.

3. Circle total # of tickets and write check for that amount.

4. Make check payable to:  Friends of the Pumpkinvine.

5. Mail check and completed Reservation Form to: 
Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
P.O. Box 392
Goshen, IN 46527-0392

PLeASe PRINT        DATe: _____________________________________________

LAST NAME, FIRST __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

LAST NAME, FIRST  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________PhONE _______________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________  CITy ____________________ STATE  _________ ZIP __________________

Total # attendees: _____      Check enclosed for tickets: $______________

I can’t attend the meeting, but enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of $ ______________.  Thank you!

Ticket Calculator
1 x $23 = $23
2 x $23 = $46
3 x $23 = $69
4 x $23 = $92

  5 x $23 = $115
  6 x $23 = $138
  7 x $23 = $161
  8 x $23 = $184

Ticket Calculator
1 x $23 = $23
2 x $23 = $46
3 x $23 = $69
4 x $23 = $92

  5 x $23 = $115
  6 x $23 = $138
  7 x $23 = $161
  8 x $23 = $184
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Don’t forget your membership dues!
If the date on the label of this newsletter has passed, it’s time to renew your membership in the Friends. Membership 
levels are:

  Individual  $30  Family $40  Sustaining $60   Contributing $100   Patron $250   

  Benefactor Bronze $500  	  Benefactor Silver $1,000  Benefactor Gold $2,500  Benefactor Platinum  $5,000 

Send your membership payment to:

Friends of the Pumpkinvine nature trail • P.o. Box 392 • Goshen, in 46527

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  State ___________________________________  Zip code ______________________________________

Phone _______________________________________  Fax _____________________________________________ E-mail ________________________________________________________ 

You may become a member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. or renew 
your membership by completing the form below. Your tax-deductible donation will be used 
to complete the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and toward paying the day-to-day expenses of 
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No officers receive remuneration. 
 
By showing your membership card, you will be eligible for discounts on specified 
purchases at the following area bicycle shops: elkhart Bicycle and Fitness, elkhart; Family 
Bicycle, elkhart; JL Bike Shop, Nappanee; Lincoln Avenue Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; 
House of Bicycles, Osceola; and Union Cycle Works, Shipshewana. 


