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2007 Pumpkinvine Bike Ride:
Volunteers make the day
By Danny Graber

Time passes quickly on the day of the Pumpkinvine
Bike Ride.
At 4:30 a.m., I arrive at Abshire Cabin. A
few minutes later Bob and Janice Carrico pull in.
Things start to fly. I start setting up the big tent
under the still-too-dark-to-see sky. More volunteers
show up. Tables are positioned. Registration papers
and maps are arranged. Tee-shirts are set out. Food
is arranged in the cabin. The food delivery trucks
starts its run to all the SAG stops.
Then when all these preparations are
complete, Bob still has one, very important thing
to do. He gets his little bag of baseball-size rocks
he brought from home (and saved from year-toyear) and puts one rock on each pile of registration
forms and maps so they won’t blow away when
the sun and wind rise. No detail is too small to be
overlooked.
The ceremonial placing of the stones is
followed by a brief moment of silence. It is 6:15
a.m. We all turn our heads toward the driveway.
The first car loaded with bikes (top, front and back)
pulls in. The parking directors scramble. A flow of
bicycles follows that does not end until 10 a.m.
Bikes rule; motor vehicles are put in their place.
Late afternoon another gigantic buzz of
activities starts as volunteers start cleaning up. We
repeat every morning task in reverse. At 6:30 p.m.
I lock the cabin door. I don’t look back. My wife,
Rhonda, and I head off to DaVinci’s to have our
annual post-ride metaphysical reincarnation and
eat pizza.
I know that an inspiring and committed
group of highly skilled volunteers, not me, make
this happen. I know that the bicyclists add the
finishing touch I couldn’t arrange if I tried. So, I
have great faith this will all repeat itself next year.

Pumpkinvine named one of the
seven wonders of Middlebury

W

e’ve known all along that the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail in
Middlebury is something special, but now it’s official!
Inspired by the book, The Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs, seventh
graders at Heritage Middle School searched Middlebury for its wonders,
and they came up with a list of 91. The students then voted for the top 10.
Adults also had an opportunity to vote at the Middlebury Library.
The Pumpkinvine trail was in the top 10 on both lists.
The students loaded into seven buses for a tour of all seven wonders.
John Stout, Middlebury park and recreation manager, hosted the groups for
the Pumpkinvine stop.
Set in the early 1900’s, The Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs by
children’s author Betty Birney, tells of Eben, an 11-year-old boy, who
dreams of traveling the world and seeing great sights. His father challenges
him to find seven wonders in his own community first.
Birney herself made a special visit to Middlebury last May and
pointed out that “You can’t appreciate the wonders in the world if you
can’t appreciate the wonders in your hometown.”
The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is a real treasure in the town of
Middlebury and now the word is out. As the book says, “Sometimes
extraordinary things begin in ordinary places…”
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From the president
Safe cycling on the road
In the last two months, three cyclists have been killed in
Elkhart County and another seriously injured. In addition,
a member of the biking group I ride with on Saturday
mornings was seriously injured in New York state when a
van crossed the center line and hit her head on. Fortunately,
she is alive, and although she has multiple broken bones and
is facing a long recovery, she is in good spirits.
What do these accidents on the road have to do with the development of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail?
First, they remind us of the obvious dangers cyclists face on the road from
inattentive drivers. The reality is that the capacity of our roads has not kept pace with
the increase in vehicular traffic. In a presentation made to the Middlebury Chamber of
Commerce, March, 2005, Kevin Brinegar, President, Indiana Chamber of Commerce,
noted that since 1970, traffic from regular vehicles has increased 90 percent; truck
freight traffic has increased 600 percent for an overall traffic increase of 150 percent.
Meanwhile, the capacity of our roads has increased by 6 percent in the same period.
As a result of the motor vehicle traffic, many adults are reluctant to cycle on the
road and parents feel the streets are unsafe for their small children to cycle on.
The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail will be a great place for families to ride together
away from traffic. I’m very glad that the Friends have worked for many years to provide
this safe alternative to cycling on the road.
But as much as I think the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail will be a great economic,
recreational and transportation asset to our community, some people in our area who
cycle for transportation will still need to use the roads for their trips simply because
there isn’t a dedicated trail or bike lane connecting to where they need to go.
For those cyclists, I offer the following advice as a teacher of cycling classes:
• Be conspicuous. During the day, wear bright clothes; at night have multiple
reflectors and lights. Wear a safety triangle that indicates you are a slow moving
vehicle. (Available from www.adventurecycling.org/store Look under equipment
and safety gear.)
• Drive your bicycle like you drive your car. A bicycle is considered a vehicle in
Indiana with all the rights and responsibilities of a vehicle. That means you should
obey the rules of the road and ride predictably. Remember that “cyclists fare best
when they act and are treated as drivers of vehicles” – John Forester.
• Communicate your intentions with hand signals and lane positioning. If you are
making a left turn, you should indicate that with a hand signal and by your position
on the left side of your lane.
• Take a class in how to ride confidently and safely on the road. I offer a class
called “Road I” that teaches the principles of safe cycling. Let me know if you are
interested by e-mail: jdyoder2@verizon.net.
For the foreseeable future, cyclists and our community will need both great
greenways like the Pumpkinvine and safe roads. Let’s work to make both of these
transportation options a safe place to ride.
– John D. Yoder
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. are cyclists, hikers, equestrians and naturalists who are working with
area park departments to create a linear park and greenway on the former Pumpkinvine corridor between Goshen,
Middlebury and Shipshewana, Ind.
Learn more about the Pumpkinvine and Rails to Trails issues, or see back issues of our newsletter at:
www.pumpkinvine.org
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2007 Pumpkinvine ride statistics
WHERE DID THEY COME FROM
AREA

NO. OF
RIDERS

Goshen /Elkhart/Middlebury/Bristol/
Millersburg/Shipshewana/LaGrange/
Nappanee

292

Warsaw/Indianapolis

151

Mishawaka/South Bend/Niles/Granger/
Edwardsburg

120

Kalamazoo/Battle Creek/
Grand Rapids, Michigan

117

Fort Wayne and region
Chicago and area

99
43

West of South Bend to Illinois

29

Ohio

19

Wisconsin

4

Arkansas, Florida, Minnesota, Virginia

2 each

Arizona, Colorado, Pennsylvania

1 each

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Feedback welcome
By Danny Graber, Bike Ride chair

The advantage of being “chair” of the Pumpkinvine Bike
Ride is that I get a lot of accolades for everything that goes
right on the day of the ride.
As much as I like to hear all things nice, I also want to
hear about things that did not go right. Please take time to send
me a note at dannysg@verizon.net or call at (574) 266-4265.
Your input will help us.
This ride first started in 2000. The attendance has grown
each year since; this year we hit the 885 mark. This attests to
your faithful participation and earnest support of bicycles as
a viable form of transportation and recreation. We appreciate
you coming to this ride and helping make it one of the area’s
premier rides.
Thank you for your support.

HOW FAR DID THEY RIDE IN 2007?
Mileage

No. of Riders

PERCENT

15

152

17%

22

153

17%

42

264

30%

65

179

20%

102

137

16%

A Non-pie, Pie Chart — what we ate

Lost and Found at the bike ride
Found:
One pair of tan and white bicycling gloves
One pair of black, Bell bicycling gloves
One pair of tan and black, Route 66, size 7 bicycling sandals
For return of items, e-mail Danny at dannysg@verizon.net

Pumpkin

Apple

Cherry

Total

2000

25

-

-

25

2001

12

12

14

38

2002

12

15

15

42

2003

-

25

25

50

2004

5

27

27

59

2005

8

28

29

65

2006

12

26

33

71

2007

18

29

39

86
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“The scenery is beautiful with hills and variety.” —Robert Smith, Syracuse, Ind.,
second-time rider
“The routes were great. We make the ride a yearly thing for our family.” —Gerald Vanlaecke,
Granger, Ind, third- or fourth-time rider
“The routes are well done. We liked the smooth roads and the air pumps at the sags were great.
(They had a flat on their tandem.) —Bill and Peg Demott, Albion, Ind., first year riders
“I liked the trail very much. I also like the food.” —Evelyn Leiter, Bourbon, Ind., first-time rider

“I loved the country and the sag stops.” —Tom Scholtens, Grand Rapids, Mich.,
second-time rider

2007 Pumpkinvine Ride
I’ll come back again, and I’ll recommend it to anyone. The sags were very good, and I loved the Amish country.”
—Linda Scott, Warsaw, Ind., first-time rider

You can view and order photos of ride
To see and order photos of the 2007 Pumpkinvine Bike Ride, go to www.2007pvride.
shutterfly.com. You do not need to be a member of Shutterfly to view or order photos.

Signs donated to the
Pumpkinvine Bike Ride
Mike Baxley, general manager of
Indiana Custom Trucks, donated 30
new signs for the Pumpkinvine Bike
Ride the ride this year. The new
signs, which have a more professional appearance than the
homemade signs used previously, marked routes and sags.
The ride committee wishes to thank Mike and ICT for the
generous donation. ICT is located near LaGrange, Ind.
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2007 Pumpkinvine Bike Ride volunteers
Abshire (Home Base)
Danny Graber (ride chair)
Bob Carrico
Merritt Lehman

Registration (Shipshewana)
Bob Hatch
Georgia Gingerich
Kathie Holdeman

Food Coordinator
Tom Kreiser

Home Base
(Food and General)
Dierra Lehman (lead)
Lisa Kresier

Parking
Gaza Csapo
John King
Don Hyde
Alma Hyde-Ousley
Dwight Fish
Traffic Monitors
John VanFleeren
Chet Peachy
Elvie Bontrager
Ed Weska
Registration (Abshire)
Janice Carrico (lead)
Dave Giddens
Willard Kraybill
Karen Mackowiak
Carl Metzler
Willard Roth
Loren and Miriam Stauffer
Paula Turk

Middlebury SAG
Cathy and Mike Miller
(lead)
Alan Ritchie
Kelly Cripe
Judy Seiggreen
Gary Kemp
Daryl Sommers
Sue Keenan
Diane Eash
Kent and Sue Miller
Shipshewana SAG
Marlene Miller (lead)
Randy Miller
Chip Lang
Rosealene Long
Becky Yoder
Sheryl McClure
Paul Erp

Rogers Memorial Park SAG
Larry and Susie Neff (lead)
Daniel Neff
Mic Stouder
Randy Stouder
County Line SAG
Rhonda Yoder (lead)
Mary and Steve Cripe
Lois Nafziger
Dale Eash
Lyn Buschert

Barn Tour Guides
Renee Nadon
Mary Hankins
Andy Langdon (naturalist)
Shipshewana Wetlands
Tour Guide
Krista Daniels (naturalist)
Address Database
Maintenance
Cosette Torrance

Amish Farm SAG
Bob and Marilyn Judson

Database Programming
Mark Byler

Food Truck Delivery and
Pick Up
Byron Yoder

Map Design
John Nafziger

Roving SAG Vehicles
Stan Gingerich
Wilmer Hollinger
Kerm Garber
Jeremy Profitt
Gary Richards

Photographers
John Yoder
Bethany Nussbaum
Brochure Design
Dee Birkey
Tee-shirt Design
Bob Carrico

We would like to thank these local businesses who helped support the 8th Annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride.
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Preliminary engineering progressing on Middlebury-toShipshewana section
Progress continues on the steps needed for construction to
begin on the Pumpkinvine corridor between Middlebury and
Shipshewana.
Preliminary engineering by DLZ, the engineering
firm hired by Elkhart County Parks and the town of
Shipshewana, is 50 percent completed, according to Larry
Neff, Superintendent of Elkhart County Parks Department.
That phase of the project includes identifying all wetland in
the corridor, any drainage issues, and doing environmental,
archeological and historic assessments of the corridor.
Preliminary engineering also determines where the vertical
and horizontal placement of the trail will occur.
“They are working toward a categorical exclusion, which
means that there are no unresolved environmental issues that
may be a hindrance to the construction engineering,” Neff said.

After they receive the categorical exclusion from the
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), they can do
right-of-way engineering and then construction. DLZ submits
each phase of the project to the INDOT for review.
DLZ would like to have construction drawings completed
by late spring or early summer of 2008, when they would
go to INDOT for approval. During this time right-of-way
acquisition will occur. INDOT review may take three-to-six
months for approval of the documents, so it is likely that bid
documents would come out in fall of 2008. Construction
could begin in winter to spring of 2009.
The Town of Shipshewana, which also uses DLZ as their
engineering firm, is on a similar timetable for the LaGrange
County section of the trail.

Annual meeting: The many uses of greenways
Greenways, like the Pumpkinvine, are important not only for
recreation and transportation, but they also can be the home
for many utilities our communities need.
Ray Irvin, director of Greenways and Bikeways for the
Indiana Department of Transportation, made the case for
enlarging our vision of the potential uses of greenways at the
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail annual meeting April
26 at Greencroft Senior Center.
The list of other co-located utilities along old rail corridors
and greenways includes fiber optic cable, cable TV, sewers,
water, gas lines, high speed internet, power lines and live steam
from the solid waste recycling burn facility, Irvin said.
As director of Indy Greenways, he saw such multiuse
happen on the Monon Trail. When the city needed a new
sewer main to the north side, a 48-inch main was located
under the old Monon rail bed in record time and at a fraction
of the cost of digging up major thorough fairs and busy streets
to locate the main sewer line under high traffic streets.
“Fewer things in the 21st Century development industry
make better sense than combining the needs to locate,
maintain and develop community infrastructure along with
the quality of life issues of accommodating pedestrian and
bikeways need of citizens wanting better health and fitness
opportunities in there communities,” he said.
In his remarks, Friends president, John Yoder, said that
even though support for the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail has
reached a tipping point in terms of public support, that fact
doesn’t mean we can relax. He used the analogy of what a
cyclist should do after going over the top of a hill—a kind of

tipping point. Rather than simply coast down the other side,
the cyclist should shift to a higher gear to keep his or her feet
in contact with the drive train. That’s what the Friends need
to do—keep engaged—because there are still many legal and
financial challenges ahead.
“I hope that you will help us avoid the complacency that
might tempt us due to public acceptance and a measure of
success,” he said. “We’re not done yet.”
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You may become a member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. or renew
your membership by completing the form below. Your tax-deductible donation will be used
to complete the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and toward paying the day-to-day expenses of
the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No officers receive remuneration.
By showing your membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchase
at the following area bicycle shops: Elkhart Bicycle and Fitness, Elkhart; Family Bicycle,
Elkhart; JL Bike Shop, Nappanee; Lincoln Avenue Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; House of
Bicycles, Osceola; and Union Cycle Works, Shipshewana.

Don’t forget your membership dues!
If the date on the label of this newsletter has passed, it’s time to renew your membership in the Friends. Membership
levels are:
Individual $30

Family $40

Sustaining $60

Contributing $100

Patron $250			

Benefactor $500

Benefactor Bronze $1,000

Benefactor Silver $2,500

Benefactor Gold $5,000

Benefactor Platinum >$5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527
Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_ __________________________________________________________________ State____________________________________ Zip code_______________________________________
Phone_ _______________________________________ Fax_ _____________________________________________ E-mail_________________________________________________________
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