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Salee appointed liaison to Friends board
The Middlebury Park Board

has appointed Mark Salee as liaison to
the Friends' board of directors. Salee,

who is vice president of the park
board, is a graduate of Indiana
University and a former employee of
the Environmental Protection Agency.

Currently, Salee works for the
City of Elkhart Public Works and
Utilities De-partmenl as a Regulatory
Affairs Specialist. His primary respon
sibility is to review environmental reg
ulations and develop plans and strate

gies to keep the City in compliance
with applicable regulations.

"Liaisons to the local park
boards are an important way we keep
communication open between our

Mark Sallee is the new liaison to the

Friends' Board

board and the park officials," said

Friends President John Yoder. "We are

thrilled to have a person with Mark's
qualifications be the Middlebury liai
son to our board," added Yoder.

Salee has been a user and

advocate for greenways and parkland
"since I was old enough to camp, ride

a bike and hike," he said. Flis love of

greenways and trails comes from the
experience of using bike trails in the
D.C. area and in Wisconsin,

He has particular interest in

the health benefits of trails. "Through
my work 1 have seen the effects of dis
respect for our bodies as well as our

environment," he said. "My goal on

Continued on page 5

Middlebury support group forms
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail in Middlebury

are getting organized.
About 25 people met at the Middlebury Public Library

on Feb. 6 to talk about how the Middlebury community
can support the Pumpkinvine greenway through the town.

About two miles of the Pumpkinvine are within the
town limits. It enters Middlebury at U.S. 20, travels through
a wetlands area, winds east toward S.R. 13 before crossing
S.R. 13 near Syndicate Systems.

The meeting with board members Mike Bontreger,
Quinn Holdeman, Jr., C.J. Yoder and John Yoder was an

opportunity to offer suggestions to the board about how to
proceed with building community support in Middlebury.
Most of those present were anxious to see the trail devel

oped in the city and thought it would be a real asset to the
community. Dana Snider, Chet Sanders, Kent Miller and

Bill Long agreed to give leadership to a Middlebury support
group for the Pumpkinvine.

IVails benefit public health
By Bob Carrico

The third biannual Indiana Trails and

Greenways Conference was held in
Indianapolis on Feb. 25 - 27. The
main topic of discussion was building

healthy, livable communities.
Over 400 trail and park man

agers, trail users and builders, public
health experts, state and federal gov

ernment officials participated in dis

cussions on how trails, parks and

greenways contribute to public health.
One startling development was the
realization that our past and present

Continued on page 3



Friends of the
Pumpkinvine Nature
Trail, Inc. are cyclists,

hikers, equestrians and
naturalists who, by
education and fund rais

ing, support the area park
departments in their effort
to create a linear park on
the former Pumpkinvine
corridor between Goshen,

Middlebury and
Shipshewana, Indiana.

Board of Directors

Friends of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail, Inc.

lohn Yoder, Presidenf
533-4943

l,arry Neff, Vice Presidenl
534-8223

Merritt Lehman, Secreuir}'
264-1444

Clarence Voder, Treasurer
534-1421

Mike Bontreger, Director
262-4873

Roben Carrico, Director
266-1362

Bob Hatch, Director
262-1739

Larry Hahn, Direcfor
862-2588

Quinn Holdeman In,
Director

825-7258

Galen Kauffmann, Director
534-0101

Myron Yoder, Director
533-2305

Dwighl Fish,
Newsletter Design

295-7659

Attorneys: James Byron
Thome, Crodnih, Ransel,
Duncan, Byron & tlosietier

lames Brotherson
Rob Whippo

Pfaff, Brotherson & Killoren

Doug Mulvaney
Stufsmcm & Muluaney

Learn more about the
Pumpkinvine and Rails to
Trails Issues by visiting the
Pumpkinvine Website at:

www.pumpkinvine.org

Friends annual meeting will be April 22
A distinguished park professional and greenway advocate will be the featured speaker

at this year's Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail annual meeting.
Carl Fisher, superintendent of the Portage Park & Recreation Department, has overseen

the development of the Prairie Duneland Trail (5.76 miles asphalt) and Iron Horse her
itage Trails (5.18 miles cinder) in Portage, both rails-to-trails projects that faced opposition
when first proposed. He will speak on his experience in developing those trails and how
that experience might help the Friends to develop the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.

The meeting will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 22 at the Schrock Pavilion in Goshen's
Shanklin Park. All Friends members and potential members are invited to attend to hear
about plans for developing the trail in the coming year.

Refreshments will be served. After the meeting, take a walk on the completed section
of the Pumpkinvine with the rest of the Friends. Shanklin Park is located on County Road
119 (Plymouth Ave.) a quarter mile west of SR 15.

Second Pumpkinvine Bike Ride set
Plan now to participate in the second annual Pumpkinvine Bike Ride this

coming lune. All levels of riders will find a route that matches their ability. The
routes will be similar to last year's including 22 mile, 40 mile and 65 mile rides. All
rides will go north up the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and follow county roads
through scenic Elkhart-Lagrange Counties. Join us for the ride and refreshments.
Bring a friend for an enjoyable day of riding!

When: June 16, 2001

Where: Abshire Park, Goshen, Indiana

Registration Time: 7:30-11:30a.m.
Preregistration before 6/l/01-$15.00, after 6/1/01 $20.00. Maps and information
available at the trailhead. T-shirts available for purchase and don't forget the pie
and ice cream after the ride!

Letter praises achievement of Rich Fay
The following letter appeared in the Goshen News Jan. 25, 2001.

Editor:

I was surprised and saddened to leam that Superintendent J. Richard Fay will be

leaving the Goshen Park and Recreation Department for a job in Oregon. I have had the
privilege to work with Mr. Fay for the past eight years on various trail projects, most notably
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.

His achievements as park superintendent are all around us. It was through his lead
ership that the City of Goshen developed the Maple City Greenway that conneas our parks,
libraries, schools and public buildings. I doubt that many area residents realize the effort
tliat went into the planning, funding and development of this trail system. Although for
mer Mayor Mike Puro had the initial vision for the greenway, Mr. Fay made it happen.

Creating this system of trails is a significant gift to the Goshen community. Few
cities of Goshen's size in Indiana can boast a trail system that permits recreational bicycle
riders, joggers and walkers access to a safe and enjoyable place to ride and run like the
Maple City Greenway. It's not surprising that several years ago the Indiana Greenways
Conference gave the Goshen Park Department an award for it as the Outstanding Trail
Project in the state that year.

When Mr. Fay leaves this community, we will lose a creative and dedicated public
servant. As a community, we are much better off than when he arrived in 1992.

John D. Yoder

President,

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.



Indiana Farm Bureau withdraws from Goshen fencing case
Indiana Farm Bureau Inc. (IFB) has

withdrawn as amicus curie {friend of the
court) from supporting Mr. Doug Beasy's
lawsuit against the City of Goshen, Attor
ney David C. Ford, serving as General
Counsel for Indiana Farm Bureau Inc.

withdrew IFB as amiats curie when the

judge granted die city's motion to, "discov
ery," on the financial arrangements be
tween Indiana Farm Bureau Inc. and the

attorneys for Mr. Beasy.
Last year, Mr. Beasy, who lives near the

Pump-kinvine corridor that the Friends
donated to the City of Goshen, sued the
city to force it to install an expensive fence
along the trail near where he lived. Mr.
Beasy claims the fence is a requirement of
the 1995 trail bill passed by the Indiana
state legislature. Rep. Phil Warner was the
sponsor.

Mr. Beasy, alleges that the law in ques
tion, Indiana Code Section 8-4.5-6-6, re-

ciuires a trail operator to construct a sub
stantial fence if the adjacent landowner
requests it. The statute specifies the type of
fence, stating that the "fencing must be in

accordance with current fencing standards
of the Indiana department of transporta
tion." Mr. Beasy presented those specifica
tions in his case and meeting them is very
expensive, according to lake Frost, one of
the attorneys representing Goshen City.

Goshen City contends that it is not
required to fence the trail unless it accepts
money from the fund the bill set up to
develop trails. (The legislature has never
appropriated monies for the fund.) The
city also objerts to the fencing required by
the statute because it is very ugly and
would be extremely destructive to the
beauty and true usefulness of the trails as
greenways and nature-based recreation
resources for the community.

Although the City of Goshen won
judgment on two parts of the case, Mr.
Beasy filed an appeal. Attorney David C.
Ford, General Counsel for Indiana Farm

Bureau, Inc., then filed the brief as amicus

curie on behalf of Mr. Beasy.
At stake for all trail projects in Indiana

is the prospect of hostile landowners
demanding the costly fencing the plaintiff

is demanding from the City of Goshen.
"Trail managers are not opposed to

legitimate fencing to keep livestock off of
trails," said John Yoder, Friends president.
"What they object to is the costly fencing
this bill requires."

Also, the plaintiff has argued that it
would be permissible to retroactively apply
the statute. If the Plaintiff wins this case,

and especially if it succeeds in establishing
appellate precedence, every trail in Indiana
can expect to be hit with extremely expen
sive demands that fencing be erected along
the entire length of the trails.

In essence, this current push is a means
of destroying rails-to-trails projects by mak
ing it too expensive to keep trails open. Be
cause no one will be able to meet the de

mands for constmction of miles and miles

of these cosdy fences, trails will be defeated
by the high cost of compliance. It is a back
door tactic to shut trails down; since trail

opponents couldn't get this land outright
through the courts, they now want to make
the land too expensive for managers to
develop.

Continued from page 1

TVails benefit public health
models for building communities and
roadways are a major factor contribut
ing to a sharp decline in the health of
Americans. We are suffering from in
adequate exercise and bad diets. Hoo-

siers are at the top of the list of people
neglecting their health.

Mark Fenton, an athlete and

editor of Walking Magazine, gave a
spirited and insightful talk on
"Community Public Health Through
Trails and Greenways". He noted that
10% of Americans are "fit," 30% are

completely sedentary and 60% are
active sporadically. In the past 11 years
the number of genuinely obese people
has increased from 11 to 25%, and

Indiana was one of the most affected

states. Fenton said that data shows

over 90% of our trips longer than one
block are made in an automobile.

Dr Stan Adkins from the

American Heart Association described

how construction of pedestrian and
bicycle facilities will give large returns
through improved public health.
Chronic diseases cause 75 percent of

the deaths in the U.S., and treatment

costs $1 trillion per year. Heart disease
affects more people than the next nine
chronic diseases combined. Exercise

and proper diet can delay or prevent
most heart disease as well as adult on

set diabetes. Public health is the most

important mission of trail building, he

said.

The Governor's Council for

Physical Fimess and Sports is creating
programs to encourage children to
walk to school. But this goal will
require communities to build side

walks and trails for safe biking and
walking. Obesity is increasing mar
kedly among children. The lack of ad
equate exercise combined with poor

diets is causing adult onset diabetes to
appear in children for the first time in

medical history. Mark Fenton noted
that long trails between communities
are good, but it is important to build

shorter spurs between neighborhoods,
schools and shopping centers.
Interconnecting trails are important
because they help people integrate

exercise into their daily activities.
Goshen can be proud that the Maple
City Greenway was built around this
concept and will be a model for other
cities to follow.

This conference was the first

time that officials from the Federal

Highway Administration and the
Indiana Department of Transportation
(INDOT) participated in discussions

of how spending highway funds seri
ously influences life-styles and public
health. Joyce Newland, a transporta
tion planner at the Federal Highway
Administration, said: "There is a new

emphasis on pedestrian and bicycle
facilities in transportation plans.
Congress clearly Intends for every
community to have accessible and safe

facilities for pedestrians and bicycles."
This goal has not become reality yet
because INDOT officials announced

that $15 million ofTFA-21 funds will

be allocated this year for pedestrian
and bicycle facilities. They expect to
receive grant applications for $100
million from Indiana communities.
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Settlement reached in class-action suit
The recent settlement of the

class-action lawsuit between American

Premier Underwriters (formerly Penn
Central Corp.) U.S. Railroad Vest
Corp. and the class of adjacent

landowners (represented by Indiana
Farm Bureau) has no effect on legal
status on quiet title action of the two
sections of the Pumpkinvine corridor
which the Friends acquired in 1994
and 2000, according to Galen
Kauffmann, Friends board member

and an attorney.
"Those sections of the

Pumpkinvine (between S.R. 4 and C.R.
28 and between U.S. 20 and 850W in

LaCrange County) were not part of
this class action," Kauffmann said.

"Nothing in this settlement changes
the legal status of those sections; the
Friends still own what the courts said

we owned in 1994 and 2000."

The class-action suit alleged
that Penn Central sold U.S. Railroad

Vest land that it did not own. Judge
Steven David, Boone County Circuit
Court, agreed that some of the Penn

Central deeds to its 700 miles of aban

doned corridors in the state were ease

ments. He set a final hearing in the
case for Aug. 15.

"It's no surprise that some
abandoned corridors had easement

deeds," Kauffmann said. "All railroad

corridors are a mixture of fee simple
title and easements. That's why we did
a title search of the Pumpkinvine
before we bought it."

However, Judge David's ruling,
which covers all former Penn Central

corridors in the state, could give the
Friends' title to the Pumpkinvine corri
dor between C.R. 28 and U.S. 20 the

blessing of the courts. "If adjacent

landowners did not opt out of the

class action, this ruling could clarify
the legal status of the Pumpkinvine in
that section. Since we have not seen

the details of the Judge's ruling, we
don't know if he interpreted the deeds
as we have. So far, the couns have

agreed with our interpretation of the
deeds 100 percent of the time. We feel
confident that we know what we own

in that section and that we own a

majority of the it."

Update Your e-mail
If you want to receive an e-mail version of

this newsletter send a message to:
jdyoder@compuserve.com

Please include in the remarks line

"Pumpkinvine Newsletter." Send us your
anecdotes and stories about trail riding or
other fun outdoors experiences while
using the Pumpkinvine Trail.

icycle
& fitness

FRANK CASSELLA

President

225 E. Jackson Blvd.

Elkhart, IN 46516

(219) 294-7243
(800) 850-7403

Fax (219) 295-4601
www.elkhartbike.com

The Home For All
Your Cycling Needs

Rod McNeill

Owner

W 7 Mon-Fn 9-5 Sat

10140 McKinloy • Osceola, IN 46561

Ph. 219-679-4992

Fax 219-679-4991

wv/w.houseofbicycles com

Hollinger Bicycles
jCYCLING EXPERTISE1-

Chris Gaby
(219)534-2274

cgaby@bnin.net

Raleigh • Fuji • GT • Giant
Parts and Accessories

1410 S. 10th St

Goshen, IN 46526

fax: 219-533-0004 www.hollingert3icycles.com

Indiana Bicycle Coalition 2001 May 3-4
Bicycles: Catalysts for Positive Change, is the theme of the 2001

IBC conference May 3-4. The conference will be held at The Garrison, l-ort
I larrison State Park, Indianapolis. The conference will focus on how pro
moting bicycling for transportation, health, tourism and recreation can be
a catalyst for positive change in communities. Registration information
is available from II^C, Box 20243, Indianapolis, IN 46220; call 317-466-
9701; e-mail: ibc@indy.net or, website: www.bicyclcindiana.org Parly reg
istration deadline is April 15.

LINCOLN
AVENUE
CYC L I NG
& F I T N E S S

430 W. LINCOLN AVE. • GOSHEN, IN 46526

Danny & Terri Jones
and staff

1-800-215-2453 (219) 533-7425

Family Bicycle Center
3410 S. Main St. • Elkhart, IN 46517

(219) 294-2865
New Bikes by GT/Dyno & Giant • Quality Repairs



Hoffmans anticipate trail in their back yard
Devon and Wanda Hoffman are typical of the adja

cent landowners who live along the Pumpkinvine Nature
Trail; they're concerned about it.
"Very concerned!" Wanda said,
"But in a positive way. We really
enjoy living near the trail now,
and hope to live here long
enough to see the day we can gel
on the trail from our back yard

and ride all the way to
Shipshewana."

The Hoffmans live on

Institutional Drive, just north of
where the developed section of
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
ends now northeast of Goshen.

During the summer, they use the
trail nearly every day. "Many
days I have made two round
trips by bicycle on
Pumpkinvine," Devon said.

Devon is the cyclist in
the family. He began cycling
seriously in 1995 after retiring
from coaching baseball at
Goshen College. In 2000 his
goal was to ride 5000 miles. "I
had to do 40+ miles on New

Year's Eve (while vacationing in
Tucson), but I made it!" he said.
He likes to use the Pumpkinvine
because it's a place "where I can
feel safe."

Wanda is the family naturalist and admires the
beauty of the developed trail from SR 4 to CR 28. "I was
very positively surprised with how nice the finished trail
looks. I really believe that it is one of the prettiest 'natural'
sites in Elkhart County."

In short, they like the Pumpkinvine because it pre
serves nature and provides close-by recreation for its neigh
bors. The Pumpkinvine give us "easy access to a wonderful

natural setting for exercise and 'escape,'" Wanda said.
"Whenever we think of moving elsewhere, a major negative

factor in leaving is moving away
from the trail."

Some adjacent landowners
fear that trail users will cause

trouble. The Hoffmans haven't

observed problems on the devel
oped Goshen section. "This trail,

like many other rail trails I have
ridden, is used almost exclusively
by nature lovers, individuals
interested in exercise, or families

wanting some 'nature' time
together," Devon said.

Wanda thinks the fears of

adjacent landowners are mis

placed. "I understand the con
cern of people who live near the

trail, " she said. "But a person
doesn't need to spend very much

time on this trail or trails like it

to realize that their property is in
much greater jeopardy from the
road that runs in front of their

property than from trail users."
What advice do they have for

someone who is concerned

about having a trail in their back
yard? "Spend time on this trail,"
Devon said. "Visit otlier trails.

Observe how and why rail trails
are being used. I have talked with several property owners
along other trails who had very strong feelings against a
trail, but after years of living next to the trail, now consider
the trail a real plus. On some trails, neighbors will sit next
to the trail on a summer evening offering water and friend
ly conversation to trail users."

"Certainly, nothing is risk free," Wanda said, "but
having an exercise/nature trail near one's property comes
out very much on the positive side for most people."

Continued from page 1

Saiiee Appointed Liaison
the Park Board is to expand the park
system as much as possible, not only
to preserve die natural environment
but to offer more options for people to
gel out of their indoor environments
and enjoy the healthy benefits of the
outdoor environment."

Developing the Pumpkinvine,
Salee believes, will make Middlebury a

better place to live. "The Pumpkinvine

Nature Trail can benefit Middlebury

by giving the community access to a
more healthy way of transportation,
thus improving their health and reduc
ing vehicle congestion," adding, "Plus,
an urban trail offers opportunities for
the residents to see each other in a

relaxed atmosphere, not a wave as you

pass by in your car or truck."
Mark and his wife Susan have

two children, Janie 11, and Joey 8.
Both Susan and Mark are originally
from Elkhart. After graduating from

Indiana University, they moved to
Washington, D.C., where Mark
worked for the EPA. They moved to
Middlebury in 1994.



Members Get Discounts at local shops
Five area bicycle shops are showing their support for the

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail in a tangible way. The five stores offer
members of the Friends a 10 percent discount on accessories, clothes
and equipment and two have extended the discount to bicycles. To
receive the discount, members must present a Friends
membership card at the time of purchase.

The chart at right shows these fine merchants
and the discounts they offer.

Don't forget about the

Second Annual

Bike Ride
Details on page two of

the newsletter.

The Friends of the Pumpkinvine organization does not
endorse or promote any particular business enterprise. But The
"Friends" does encourage the healthy lifestyle that comes from bicy
cling and other outdoor activities.

Retail Discount Chart

Accessories Clothes Equipment Service Bicycles
Elkhart Bicycle
and Fitness Yes Yes Yes No No

Family Bicycle Yes Yes Yes No No

Hollinger Bicycles Yes Yes Yes No Yes

(til 6/30/01)
House of Bicycles Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Lincoln Ave.

Cycling Yes Yes Yes No Yes

(til 6/30/01)

Don't Forget Your Membership Dues

If the date on the label of this newsletter has passed, it's time to renew
your membership in the Friends. Membership Levels are:

Individual $20

Contributing $100
Family $30
Patron $250

Sustaining $50
Benefactor $500

Send your membership payments to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, P.O. Box 392, Goshen, IN 46527.

Name

Address.

City

Phone

E-mail

State.

Fax _

Zip

Please take note of the expiration

date of your membership

on the address label.

Thanhs.

All funds go toward paying the
day-to-day expenses of

the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail.

No officers receive remuneration.
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