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It is always wonderful to share moments of joy together 
at our Annual Dinner, when goals are reached and big 
hurdles are cleared. But in the absence of the opportunity 
to gather, I might suggest pausing now to grab a celebra-
tory beverage, and then continuing on with your reading. 

As some of you may remember, in November 
2019’s newsletter it was announced that the Friends 
had come to an incredibly important land agreement in 
Shipshewana. And in January, the Friends did close on the 
final unnegotiated parcels of corridor leading up to SR 5 
in downtown. At that time, there were still a number of 
details yet to finalize, project funding being at the top of 
that list.

Today, I am pleased to be able to share with you 
that in Shipshwana’s August Town Council meeting, 
the funding necessary to start final engineering and 
construction of this segment of trail was approved. 
Town Manager, Bob Shanahan says he is hopeful that 
construction can begin spring or summer of 2021.

While that singular announcement would be a 
sufficient cause for celebration during a year like 2020, 
further progress has been made to close the gap between 
Middlebury and Goshen.

In June of this year, after 3 ½ years of ongoing 
negotiations, the Friends Board of Directors signed a 
Purchase Agreement that will close the gap at County 
Road 35 & County Road 20. Closing is scheduled to be 
completed before distribution of this newsletter.

With these two segments in hand it seems certain 
that we will be able to say farewell, for good, to the 
county road sections of the Pumpkinvine Trail. This is an 
enormous win for our community, and a wonderful tribute 
to our founding members’ vision.

Now, with the most precarious of situations in our 
rear-view mirror, I must admit that there is still tedious 
work to come. Those of you who have been involved 
with the Friends, or followed these projects over the years 

understand that a significant amount of work follows 
every land deal; and this time will be no different.

In the process of negotiating this section, it became 
apparent that we may be better served routing the trail off 
the original corridor, which we already own. The corridor 
has become much wetter over the years and wet ground 
means an inevitable wetland designation. That designation 
comes with a whole host of added governmental and 
logistical layers, as well as added cost. It is too soon to 
know what the Army Corps of Engineers and Department 
of Natural Resources will require, but we are preparing 
ourselves for a land exchange with neighbors in several 
areas, to avoid the worst of these issues. The routing and 
engineering process will take time, but currently we are 
hopeful that a fully connected trail will be acheived by the 
end of 2022. 

After 30 Years, Trail Completion within Reach
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Letter from Board President

Progress amidst uncertainty
Whether or not you are a mother of two elementary 
aged children as I am, I think we all can agree that 
2020 has thrown us some curveballs. When John 
Yoder retired as Board President in December of 
2019, I could never have imagined how different 

life would look in a few short months.
For the first time in 18 years, the Friends of the Pumpkinvine were 

not able to gather for April’s Annual Dinner. For the first time in 21 
years, we did not hold a June Bike Ride. This year has been strange and 
complicated, and at times difficult to manage, yet it will likely be known 
as one of our most productive. Amidst all the uncertainty, I am happy to 
be able to share with you news of progress. 

I encourage you to take time to read about the projects that we have 
been working on over the past number of months. I promise that you will 
find your Membership dollars, and generous donations have been hard at 
work.

Brittany Short, Board of Directors, President

The Friends are going paperless
The Board of Directors has initiated a process to go fully paperless by January of 2021. While there is something 
special about receiving paper mail, the Board has been obligated to make some significant operational changes, as 
many of our long-term volunteers have begun to retire. And the reality is, that the time and funds spent on paper, 
stamps and sealing envelopes, could be used to a greater effect on other mission-reinforcing projects.

While our goal is to reduce the burden on our volunteers, we will continue to offer a paper option for those who do 
not have reliable access to the internet (check the box on the mail-in membership 
form). Those of you who have recently made online contributions will start seeing 
email notices in lieu of paper mailings soon. Please be on the lookout for those 
communications as we start this integration process. 

We encourage you to make sure your email addresses are up to date in our system. 
To do so, visit Pumpkinvine.org and click the blue “Create Account” button in the 
upper right hand corner. Creating your own account will allow you to keep your 
contact information current, and will also give you access to your donation history 
and event registrations.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!

Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. 
are cyclists, hikers and naturalists who are 
working with area park departments to create 
a linear park and greenway on the former 
Pumpkinvine corridor between Goshen, 
Middlebury and Shipshewana, Ind.

Board of Directors
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.

Brittany Short, President
Phil Mason, Vice President
Jane Short, Secretary
Cory Wilson, Treasurer
Robert Carrico
Vivian Schmucker
John Ferguson
Roger Miller 
Doug VonGunten

See back issues of this newsletter at: 
pumpkinvine.org/news

Touch base: 
Friends@pumpkinvine.org

Stay up-to-date!

facebook.com/Pumpkinvine

@FOPNT

Instagram.com/pumpkinvinefriends
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Trail usage counters are installed on the Pumpkinvine
by Bob Carrico

Michiana Area Council of Governments (MACOG) 
is planning to have 10 trail usage counters on trails in 
their jurisdiction. Two of the counters were installed 
along the Pumpkinvine Trail on July 31. One is between 
County Roads 28 and 127 while the other one is in 
Middlebury at the north end of the bridge at Krider 
Garden. Goshen Parks installed a third counter on the Mill 
Race Trail. Shipshewana is an important entrance point 
for the Pumpkinvine Trail, but is outside of MACOG’s 
jurisdiction, so Friends obtained a grant from the 
Greenways Foundation for a counter in LaGrange County 
near County Road 850.

The counters use infrared detectors in posts together 
with induction coils in the trail surface to tally bicyclists 
and pedestrians separately. The data are transmitted to 
a website managed by MACOG. People authorized to 
access the site can arrange a selection of 20 data analysis 
apps on the webpage. The apps display various aspects of 
the data as line graphs, bar graphs, pie charts and tables. 
These webpages can be converted into reports in pdf 

format for distribution to parties who do not have access 
to the website. MACOG plans to develop a platform 
where the public can view the data analyses.

In the meantime we will make the pdf reports 
available for download at www.pumpkinvine.org and 
plan to update the data three times per year. Currently the 
counters are building databases and the first report will be 
posted at the end of September. The Shipshewana counter 
recorded about 30,000 passersby in the first two months 
after it was installed on June 14th. Ten percent of the trail 
users were pedestrians. Since many trail users travel in 
one direction and return the number of passersby should 
be divided by two as an estimate of the number of people 
using the trail.

The trail usage data will be useful to chambers 
of commerce and convention and visitor bureaus in 
marketing of the Pumpkinvine Trail to tourists. The data 
will also be valuable in persuading elected officials, 
foundations and business leaders to support trail 
maintenance, etc.

The Shipshewana trail usage counter. The infrared sensor is in the post on the right. The induction coils are embedded in the lighter colored area of the asphalt in the foreground.
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Nuefeld retires from Pumpkinvine Board
Late last year Kurt Neufeld, resident of Goshen, completed his five-year term with the Friends 
of the Pumpkinvine Board of Directors. During a portion of that time he served as Treasurer, 
and was involved in long-term strategic planning. Kurt’s passion for running and cycling, 
leads him to use the Pumpkinvine regularly. “I am extremely appreciative of the trail network 
surrounding my home. The Pumpkinvine represents an integral part of this network.” Board 
President Brittany Short says of Kurt, “His talent for problem solving has certainly been 

missed. By nature, he’s a numbers guy, and always framed solutions in logical ways. We were fortunate to him on 
the Board for as long as we did.” 

Restroom to be built along trail in Middlebury
For as long as the Trail has been around, there 
have been requests by Trail users for more 
amenities, including permanent bathroom 
structures and drinking water access. Thanks 
to a collaboration with the Middlebury Parks 
Department, and several generous donors, you 
should see plans for a 3-season Restroom, with 
drinking water access, adjacent to Krider 
Garden being announced soon. Much time and 
energy has gone into the planning of this facility, 
and we hope to have it ready to use by the 
Summer of 2021. Stay tuned to our social media 
platforms for the release of more information as it 
becomes available. 

 Future site of new restroom in Middlebury, near Krider Garden, on the trail’s east side



5

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING 
GENEROUS SPONSORS! 

GOLD SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

The Friends of the Pumpkinvine is hosting a 
photography contest on Facebook! The contest is 
open for submissions until 12:00 a.m., Sunday, 
October 11th. 

Voting will begin October 11th in a post on the 
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Facebook page 
featuring all of the submissions. The winner will 
be determined by the number of “likes” on each 
photo. The 1st place winner will be featured on the 
homepage of our website, and places 1 to 3 will 
receive limited-edition Pumpkinvine Nature Trail 
merchandise!

Rules:
1.	 Photos must be submitted by 12:00 a.m. 

Sunday, October 11th to be eligible.
2.	 All photos must be family-friendly in nature. 
3.	 Photos can either be of the trail itself, OR 

be easily obtained on the trail. No photos of 
private property will be accepted. 

4.	 Photos must belong to the person submitting. 
5.	 Voting will run until 12:00 a.m. Monday, 

October 28th.

Post your submission straight to our page: facebook.
com/pumpkinvine along with the hashtag 
#pumpkinvinepics. Don’t have Facebook? Not 
a problem. Send your high resolution photos to: 
photos@pumpkinvine.org along with your name and 
phone number. Good luck!

PLATINUM SPONSORS
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Interpreting the Poems
by Ervin Beck (judge)

In its third year, the Pumpkinvine poetry contest 
has again yielded three noteworthy poems.

The poem by Matt Lind, a three-time finalist, 
is in free verse, with short lines that match the 
breathless experience of biking down that pesky 
hill into and through the mysterious fog that 
obstructs the way. A subtle element of structure 
is that the exact middle line (“And I am flying 
through the corn”) is the “turning point” that 
changes the earlier third-person narrative into 
first-person, with the speaker explaining the 
transcendent effect of the experience on him. 
An even more subtle element is allusion to 
Scriptures: Rev. 21:5 and Isaiah 43:19. (Look 
them up!)

Like Lind, Darrin Eichorn “finds” himself 
on the Pumpkinvine. Unlike Lind, Eichorn 
expresses himself in a tightly structured poem, 
with identical stanza forms and abundant end 
rhymes. The rhymes add an element of wit and 
humor to an otherwise very serious statement.

Robert Nystrom’s poem echoes the others in his 
“Finding Maker and self” on the Pumpkinvine. 
He uses rhythm, rhyme and regular line lengths, 
like Eichorn, but less regularly. Who says that 
rhymed, regular lines in poetry are obsolete in 
these chaotic times?

Born Again On Pumpkinvine Hill
by Matt Lind

Twigs snap and a pod crackles
Beneath revolving tires.
The world stretches
In the early light.
Pause at the top.
Corn and soy spread below,
Earth’s comforters.
Then, swoop down as if
On glider’s wings
Into the bracing arms
Of morning fog.
Fling away all familiarity
And pretend, if need be,
That all this is new.
Until suddenly, bursting through,
It is: that glimpse
If only for a moment.
And I am flying through the corn
And, like the first morning,
Ask myself, “Where am I?”
I’ve never been here before,
Never saw that tree.
I’ve lost myself in a new beginning.
Begone all memory! And feel
That bracing sting:
Unnerving, chilling NOW.
And, for a moment, 
I could be anywhere.
The present opens,
Wondrously terrifying,
Impossible to hold.
Only a moment.
And then the past descends.
Familiar tendrils embrace me
Once again.

Z 1st Y
PRIZE

Pumpkinvine Poetry
Contest WinnersZ Z
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HONORING 
JOHN YODER’S 

SERVICE
This year, to honor John 
Yoder for his unmatched 
30-year tenure on the 
Pumpkinvine Board of 
Directors, we reached out to 
our members for help. 

We are pleased to announce 
that we have raised all the 
funds needed to build an 
abstract Sculpture in John’s 
honor, on the hill sometimes 
referred to by Trail users as 
“Mount Pumpkin”, located 
between County Roads 
127 and 26, between 
Goshen and Middlebury. 
The installation, created by 
local sculptor John Mishler, 
should be completed 
sometime this Fall.

Ode to the Pumpkinvine
by Darrin Eichorn

When I’m in search of clarity,
When sensibility is such a rarity,
When goodness has a certain disparity,
I get lost on you.

When I need a moment to myself,
When I need a few minutes for my health,
When I need an afternoon with no one else,
I get lost on you.

When I’m craving a sliver of sun,
When my legs are asking to run, 
When my unrest has come undone,
I get lost on you.

When I need a break from screen time,
When I need a little less meme time,
When I need my very own scene time,
I get lost on you.

When I lack much needed perspective,
When self-care feels like an elective,
When life nudges me to be reflective,
I get lost on you.

When I need you around,
When I need you to astound,
When I need to be found,
I get lost on you.

Doubly Blessed
by Robert Nystrom

There is wisdom in choosing the road less traveled,
Finding Maker and self in beautiful nature.
There is joy in the choice of a trail well traveled.
One is blessed by sojourner, friend and neighbor.

Our path is doubly blessed: where peace and beauty meet,
As friendly smiles and nods extend a welcomed hail.
Fields and flowers, birds and oaks, sing together to greet me.
Here to share its blessings lives the Pumpkinvine Trail.

Z 3rd Y
PRIZE

Z 2nd Y
PRIZE

Z 1st Y
PRIZE

!

!
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Complete the form below to become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail or to renew your membership. Your tax-deductible 
donation will be used to build and maintain the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day expenses of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine 
Nature Trail, Inc. By showing your Friends’ membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified purchases at the following area bicycle shops: 
Family Bicycle Center, Elkhart; Golden Bear Bikes, Elkhart ; Lincoln Avenue Cycling, Goshen ; Trek Granger, Granger; Pumpkinvine Cyclery, Middlebury.

2020 Annual Memberships  2020 Annual Sponsorships 
	F Student & Senior 65+........$30 
	F Individual...........................$40 
	F Family................................$60 
	F Sustaining.........................$100 

	F Contributing.....................$250 
	F Patron...............................$500 
	F Benefactor.................... $1,000

	F Contributing........... $100-$499
	F Bronze.................... $500-$999
	F Silver................ $1,000-$2,499

	F Gold................. $2,500-$4,999
	F Platinum........... $5,000-$9,999
	F Diamond................... $10,000+

Send your membership payment to: Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________  State _ _____________  Zip code_ ___________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________________ E-mail ___________________________________________________________

Thank you for preserving the Pumpkinvine Trail! Over the past nine months, these, and 
numerous other projects have kept the Board of Directors busy, and hopeful. As we move into 2021, and the final phases of Trail 
building, keep in mind that it is our Trail-user Members who provide the momentum for the work being done. We all invest our 
time and resources in different ways, but the financial and pragmatic dedication of Members, carry us forward. Thank you once 
again for your commitment to this cherished source of wellness and respite in our communities.

	F I would like to opt-out of digital communication. Please send physical mail.


