
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.
and the Elkhart County Park Department will
celebrate the grand opening of 3.4 miles of
the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail on June 6,
National Trails Day.®

The ceremony will take place at 10 a.m.
along CR 26 between CR 22 and CR 31.
Look for a tent along CR 26. Parking is
limited, so car pooling is highly recommended. Or better yet,
park at Abshire Park on SR 4 and bike the 4 miles to the
dedication on the new trail. All trail enthusiasts are welcome.
A map of the event location is on our website: www.
Pumpkinvine.org. 

This new section of the Pumpkinvine goes from CR 28 to
CR 33 northeast of Goshen and is the first extension of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail into the county since the original
1.75 miles was opened in 1999 by the Goshen Park and
Recreation Department.  

The new trail is 10-feet wide and paved with asphalt
making it ideal for cyclists, joggers, rollerbladers and
walkers or anyone who enjoys nature. The trail passes
through several wooded areas and jogs around several farm
fields in its 3.4 miles. There is even a mild hill between CR
127 and CR 26 – something most rail trails do not have.
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Part of the
Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail

between CR 31
and CR 33 to be

celebrated on
June 6, 2009.

Taking advantage of the excellent January
snow, three generations of the Smith-
Dutchersmith clan went cross-country
skiing on the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
south of Abshire Park. From left: Luisa
Dutchersmith, Magdalena Dutchersmith,
Joann Smith, Teresa Dutchersmith, 
John Smith and Kent Dutchersmith. 

▲

▲

Skiing the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail

The Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.
purchased 17-miles of the abandoned Penn Central railroad in
1993 and donated this section to the Elkhart County Park
Department in 2008. The trail will eventually link Goshen,
Middlebury and Shipshewana and connect to the MapleHeart
Trail between Goshen and Elkhart.

The American Hiking Society’s National Trails Day® began
in 1993 to promote healthy lifestyles, connect the general public
with trails in their communities and build partnerships to protect
trails. It receives supports from Nature Valley, Backpacker
Magazine, Lipton Tea®, Merrell, REI, Trimble Outdoors, EMS,
American Park Network, USDA Forest Service, Bureau of Land
Management, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, National Park
Service and U.S. Department of Transportation Federal
Highways Administration. 
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Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. are cyclists, hikers, and naturalists who are working with
area park departments to create a linear park and greenway on the former Pumpkinvine corridor between
Goshen, Middlebury and Shipshewana, Indiana.

Learn more about the Pumpkinvine and Rails Trails issues, or see back issues of our newsletter at:
www.pumpkinvine.org

From the president
The economic benefits of trails and greenways

The Elkhart and LaGrange economies are suffering.  January
2009 unemployment was 18.3 percent in Elkhart County and
18.0 percent in LaGrange County. Those figures are
staggering, and they don’t include the number of workers who
are too discouraged to look for work. 

We’d like to think that the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail can
play a small part in helping get the local economy healthy
again. Here are three ways.

1. Building the Pumpkinvine employs local
construction companies. There is currently over $3.3 million in the pipeline for
construction of phases 3, 4 and 6 of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. A small
percentage of this money has been spent already on preliminary engineering, but
the vast majority remains to be spent by local construction companies. And local
public agencies are active in trying to secure additional funding for phase 5.

Enhancement grants for the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
Year Local public agency Phase Grant amount
2004 Elkhart County Park Dept. 3 $ 565,420
2005 Town of Shipshewana 4 $ 1,000,000
2007 Elkhart County Park Dept. 3 $ 300,854
2007 Town of Shipshewana 4 $ 517,530
2007 Town of Middlebury 6 $ 999,489

Total $ 3,383,293

2. Expenditures by residents. As you will read in the article on page 6 of this
newsletter, local bicycle shops are enthusiastic about the Pumpkinvine because they
believe it will get more people exercising and ultimately buying more bicycles and
accessories. A 2004 study of the 45-mile long Washington & Old Dominion Trail,
running from Arlington to Purcellville, Va., found that estimated 1.6 million local visits
accounted for about $5.3 million spending directly related to the use of the W & OD.  

3. The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail can attract tourists. Elkhart and LaGrange
counties have a strong tourism industry at present, but it could be more diversified.
Make no mistake; the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail is a beautiful greenway that
traverses an interesting and diverse landscape. It will attract tourists. 

And studies of visitors to other trails document the economic impact of trails and
greenways. Visitors need food, lodging, fuel and perhaps a bike to ride, to mention
just three areas tourists impact. As a result, according to the Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy, “trails and greenway systems have become the central focus of tourist
activities in some communities and the impetus for kick-starting a stagnant
economy.”  The RTC publication goes on to site these examples.

In the months following the opening of the Minearal Belt Trail in Leadville,
Colorado, the city reported a 19 percent increase in sales tax revenues. Owners of
restaurants and lodging facilities report that they are serving customers who have
come into town specifically to ride the trail. The trail has helped Leadville recover
from the economic blow of a mine closure in 1999. 

Visitors to Ohio’s Little Miami Scenic Trail spend an average of $13.54 per visit
just on food, beverages and transportation to the trail. In addition, they spend an
estimated $277 per person each year on clothing, equipment and accessories to use
during these trail trips. 

Completing the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail won’t bring our communities out of its
economic slump, but it can help, in 2009 through building the trail, and for years to come
through the economic benefits of tourism. 

— John D. Yoder
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This year marks the 10th year for the Pumpkinvine bike ride.
Every year we hear participants say that the ride is well
organized, the food is excellent, and the route is a visual
treat. This year promises to be better than ever.

New this year:
• A recently completed 3.4 mile section of the 

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
For the first time in the history of the ride, it will use an 
additional 3.4 miles of the Pumpkinvine Trail, for a total 
of 5.2 miles on the trail. This new trail section is at the 
beginning of all the routes that begin at Abshire Park 
in Goshen.

• A Family Trail Ride
Families can ride the trail from Abshire Park to CR 33, 
10 miles round trip, and receive SAG food including 
pie and ice cream at the park. 

• Garmin GPS route guides
You can follow the various ride routes using a  
Garmin GPS. Simply download the GPS files from 
www.Pumpkinvine.org and follow the instructions. The 
web site  also has links to the MapMyRide.com website 
that allows you to look at the routes in satellite, topo 
and terrain views.

Special features of the ride include:
• Excellent SAG stops with cyclist-specific food and 

drinks, restrooms and biker assistance.
• Homemade pie with Vic's ice cream at the end of the ride.

10th Anniversary Pumpkinvine Bike Ride – June 20
• Opportunity to see working farms with horses, foals, 

sheep, goats and cattle.
• The Country-Life loop has optional stops to visit a 

Shetland and miniature pony farm, and an Amish 
owned and operated bike shop.

• Colorful short-sleeved T-shirts available for purchase.
• Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. tote bag 

available for purchase.

Staging areas: There are two staging areas for the ride:
Goshen’s Abshire Park for the Family Trail Ride and the 26,
46, 67 and 104 mile loops, and Shipshewana’s soccer field
for the 15-mile Country-Life loop.

Register online: You can register online for an added fee
(minimum $3) based on the total charges. For online registration,
you can find a link at www.pumpkinvine.org or go directly to:
http://www.active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1544240

Cost: The Country-Life loop, 26, 46, 67 and 104 mile routes
are $21 by May 31 and $26 after May 31. Family registration
is $42 by May 31 and $52 after May 31. The Family Trail ride
is $18 before May 31 and $23 after May 31. T-shirts are $10.

For more information and maps of all the routes, check
our web site: www.pumpkinvine.org or contact Bob Carrico
at (574) 266-1362 or rjcarrico1@verizon.net. 

Proceeds from the ride support the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc., in their efforts to convert the
entire 17-mile Pumpkinvine 
corridor into a linear park 
and greenway.

Register early … Save money!
To be sure to get this year’s commemorative T-shirt, 

preorder on the Bike Ride registration form.
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This map and table shows the various phases of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. The different sections of
5A are not labeled on the map. See the table below
for those details. 

* This section is still owned by the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.
** The Goshen Park Dept. purchased an additional .75 miles of the Pumpkinvine south of  SR 4 directly

from Penn Central (SR 4 to Rock Run Creek) and others (Rock Run Creek to N. 5th St.). 
*** At the present time, the Town of Shipshewana is working on several options to bring the trail from

CR 850W to downtown Shipshewana. 

Trail status report

Pumpkinvine phases in geographical order from south to north: Goshen to Middlebury to Shipshewana.

Phases Location Miles Managing Agency Status

1 State Road 4 to CR 28** 1.75 Goshen Park Dept. • Opened in 1999

5A1 CR 28 to CR 127 .54 Elkhart County Parks • Completed in 2008

5A2 CR 127 to CR 26 & 31 1.61 Elkhart County Parks • To be completed 
in spring 2009

5A3 CR 26 & 31 to CR 33 1.24 Elkhart County Parks • To be completed 
in spring 2009

5B CR 33 to CR 35 1.7 (County roads) • No current plans

5C CR 35 to CR 22 1.6 Elkhart County Parks* • Funding still needed

6 CR 22 to Wayne St. 1.2 Town of Middlebury*
• Negotiating INDOT 

contract
• Completion in 2011

2 Wayne St. to York Dr.,
Middlebury

.64 Town of Middlebury • Opened in 2005

3
York Dr. to Elkhart Co. - 

LaGrange Co. line
2.4 Elkhart County Parks*

• Funded
• Bid letting fall 2009 
• Completion 2010

4
Elkhart Co. - LaGrange Co.

line to CR 850 West***
4.7 Town of Shipshewana*

• Funded
• Bid letting fall 2009 
• Completion 2010

Total Miles 17.38 17.4
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Since October 2000, several area bicycle shops have offer
members of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
discounts on selected cycling products. (See the table on this
page.) I asked three shop owners about their experience with
the discounts.

“Actually very few customers use them in our store,” said
Frank Cassella of All about cycling + fitness in Elkhart.
“Those that have used them have done so primarily in the
purchase of small items. However, discounts are good for us
and our customers alike. We are giving back to those who
participate in our sport and support our business, and
discounts serve as an invitation to our customers to return.”

Danny Jones at Lincoln Ave. Cycling and Fitness in
Goshen has had similar experiences with his customers and
the discounts. “Very few Pumpkinvine Nature Trail members
ask for the discounts,” he said. “It’s almost as if customers
are embarrassed to ask for them when in fact they can afford
to buy these items without special favors.” Customers use the
discounts to purchase smaller items, he said, but “hardly a
dozen customers have asked. However, I know many of
these customers are Pumpkinvine trail members, and if they
don’t request the discount, I offer the discount just the same.” 

At Family Bicycling Center in Dunlap, Georgia Gingerich
said that if customers are members of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail, “we are glad to offer the discounts. It’s a 
win-win situation for everybody.” She also acknowledged
having experienced some misunderstanding about the

Shop owners welcome use of discount
By B. Harry Dyck

discounts with cyclists who just rode the annual ride or
attended the annual meeting and thought they should get 
the discount, too, which is not the case. That aside, “We are
glad to promote the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail with the
discount policy,” she said.

Danny Jones summed up the attitude I sensed at all three
shops when he said: “I like to give the discounts as my token
of gratitude for their patronage. I feel these discounts help in
promoting both bicycling and membership in the Friends of
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Customers deserve the discount,
and if it produces more bicycling, better health, and more
socializing, it will also promote more use of bicycles for
commuting and recreational purposes, and generate
extension of trails as well. It’s for the good of all of us.”

I came away from these interviews thinking that the
owners are very favorable toward Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
members using the discounts available to them. They see the
discounts as an immediate mutual benefit for cyclist and
shop owners alike. Furthermore, as cyclists use these shop
services and discounts pertaining to them, they envision 
a gradual demand for more trails that will enhance the
experience of bicycling and continue to draw visitors to 
the community. 

The conclusion: as members of the Pumpkinvine Nature
Trail, use your discounts. And to those who are not yet
members: Become a member and reap the benefits. You will
be glad you did. 

Accessories
Store City Clothes Service Bicycles 

Equipment

All about cycling + fitness, Elkhart Yes No No 

Family Bicycle Elkhart Yes No No 

House of Bicycle Osceola Yes Yes No 

Lincoln Ave. Cycling 
and fitness Goshen Yes No 5% off

Union Cycle Works Shipshewana Yes No No

Friends of the Pumpkinvine member’s receive a 10 percent discount on selected items at the following bicycle stores.
(Postal restrictions for this newsletter prevent us form giving contact information. You can find that information on
our web site: http://www.pumpkinvine.org/html/member_discounts.html)
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2009 is the third year we have recognized corporate sponsors
of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail. Sponsors receive
recognition through a display of their organization’s name
and logo in a variety of ways, depending on the level of their
contributions. Examples including the Friends’ web site:
www.pumpkinvine.org, the Friends’ newsletter, Pumpkinvine
Trail Talk, the Pumpkinvine bike ride brochure, signs at SAG
stops at the bike ride, insert in the annual meeting packet,
and other forms of special recognition at the annual meeting.

The 13 sponsors for 2009 are: 

Silver level
• Elkhart County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau

Sponsors support the Pumpkinvine
Bronze level

• David George & Associates, Goshen
• Essenhaus, Inc., Middlebury
• Greencroft Middlebury
• LaGrange County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
• Maple City Greenway, Goshen
• Martin’s Supermarket, Goshen
• Michiana Bicycle Association, Granger
• Miller Poultry, Goshen
• MMA, Goshen
• Northern Box, Elkhart
• Raymond James and Associates, Elkhart
• Yoder’s Department Store, Shipshewana

If your organization is interested in becoming a Friends’
sponsor, contact Jim Smith at kneesrus@comcast.net or
(574) 536-7033.

Silver level

Bronze level



Has your membership expired?
If the date on the label of this newsletter has passed, it’s time to renew your membership in the Friends of the Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail. Membership levels are:

■■ Individual  $30 ■■ Family  $40 ■■ Sustaining $60 ■■ Contributing $100 ■■ Patron $250

■■ Benefactor $500 ■■ Benefactor Bronze $1,000 ■■ Benefactor Bronze $2,500 ■■ Benefactor Gold $5,000 ■■ Benefactor Platinum > $5,000

Send your membership payment to:
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail • P.O. Box 392  • Goshen, IN 46527

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________   State _____________   Zip code ________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________   E-mail ____________________________________________________

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 172

Goshen, IN 46527

Friends of the

P.O. Box 392 • Goshen, IN 46527

You may become a supporting member of the Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail or
renew your membership by completing the form below. Your tax-deductible donation will 
be used to complete the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail and goes toward paying the day-to-day 
expenses of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. No board members receive remuneration.

By showing your Friends’ membership card, you are eligible for discounts on specified 
purchases at the following area bicycle shops:  All about cycling + fitness, Elkhart; 
Family Bicycle, Elkhart; Lincoln Avenue Cycling and Fitness, Goshen; House of Bicycles,
Osceola; and Union Cycle Works, Shipshewana.
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